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CJP joins Rahul,
says EC 'fixing' on
behalf of BJP

New Delhi, Agency :
Slamming the freezing of
TMC symbol and name as
"fixing" on behalf of BJP,
Rahul Gandhi and CJP co-

convener Saurav  Das
Friday called for a wider
political battle to hold
Election Commission to
account - their program-
matic convergence and
acerbic tone  raising
prospects of a Jantar
Mantar-like protest.
Reactions came in late
evening from the CPM gen-
eral secretary MA Baby and
the CPI(M-L)L general sec-
retary Dipankar
Bhattacharya.

While Baby told Media
that EC "doesn't have a rep-
utation of impartiality any
more", Bhattacharya
claimed what EC has done
is "wrong" and "now with
Congress candidate arrest-
ed, there is a walkover-like
situation for BJP".
Bhattacharya's  remarks
were related to the TMC
candidate for the Oct 6
Nandigram bypoll with-
drawing after the EC order
and Congress nominee's
arrest. Taking a jibe at EC,
Das said, "'Envelope' sym-
bol for TMC defectors.
Envelope me bharr ke kya
aaya tha? (what came filled
in the envelope?)."

SC questions alco-
hol prohibition law
p01nts to 5 ev1ls

New Delhi, Agency :
Questioning the efficacy of
prohibition, Supreme Court
Friday pointed to five
"evils" associated with the
ban on liquor - revenue
loss, money spent on its
enforcement, corruption in
police, illegal distilling, and
result-ant drug menace -
while also referring to a
number of hooch tragedies
in Gujarat and other states
over the years.

A bench of Justices ] B
Pardiwala and K Vinod
Chandran said this while
quashing Rules 18A and
18B of  Mabharashtra
Poisons Rules restricting
purchase of methanol and
making it mandatory to add
bitterant and colourant to it
before selling to non-drug
manufacturers. The rules
were framed following the
deaths of 93 people from
spurious liquor containing
methanol in Mumbai in
1991.

While allowing the plea
of various chemical manu-
facturing companies,
including Indian Chemical
Council, the bench dwelled
upon the efficacy of the
prohibition policy. The
court said recent hooch
tragedies in Bhavnagar
(Gujarat) and Sagar (MP),
which claimed 13 and 15
lives respectively, were a
reminder for the authorities
to wake up and act.

"History bears eloquent
testimony to the fact that
complete alcohol ban often
drives the liquor trade
underground, increasing the
prevalence of unregulated,
lethal brews. The state of
Gujarat has a strict prohibi-
tion policy... It has wit-
nessed at least 10 major
mass hooch tragedies since
the state's formation and
independence, claiming the
lives of over 600 people,"
the bench said.

Need to state policy intent clearly while
notlfylng rules, guidelines: Official

New Delhi, Agency:
There is a need to write the
"intent" of policies, regula-
tions and guidelines in brief
while notifying them, a
move that will bring clarity
and communicate what it
aims to achieve, suggested
D Thara, secretary of newly
created department of capi-
tal development under the
housing and urban affairs
ministry.

Speaking at a confer-
ence of the real estate sector
by Confederation of Indian
Industry (CII), Thara said
people making policies

been communicated clearly,
only to find that it is inter-

ent ways by different stake-
holders depending on their

and losses.

She said that communi-
cating an intent is a "very
big challenge" for policy-
makers. "For example, we
write a single sentence and
we are thinking we have
communicated this and
then later we found out that
it had just the opposite
interpretation in some other
quarter... So I'm just won-
dering how do you bring
out that clarity as to what is
the intent? Intent is more
important than what the

adopt the practice of writ-
ing a small intent before
going on to the real policy
prescription. "I think one
reform we should all adopt
in govt is this," she added
The official also urged
the real estate developers to
work closely with city
municipalities to create
necessary physical infra-
structure for their residen-
tial and commercial proj-
ects. She also wurged
builders to focus on rain
harvesting, water recycling

creates an interaction with
the larger urban environ-
ment, and we need to
understand and mitigate the
externalities that construc-
tion can create for the city,"
she said. Calling for a new
public-private paradigm in
urban development, Thara
asked real estate developers
to work more closely with
municipal agencies and
assess the impact of every
project beyond its bound-
aries - from the water it dis-
places and the sewage it
generates, to the energy it
consumes and the infra-

often assume a policy has

preted in completely differ-

interests or perceived gains

sentence communicates. and sewage treatment
Thara said that hence- among other critical facili-
forth her department will ties. "Every development

structure it requires.

Uri centre meant for cross-LOC trade | US national gets default
will be border tourism hub

Srinagar, Agency: A trade
facilitation centre (TFC) at
Salamabad in border town Uri,
which once facilitated duty-free,
cashless barter trade between J&K
and Pakistan-occupied Kashmir
(PoK), will now be used for border
tourism, ending speculation about
resumption of trade through the
route.

A senior tourism department
official confirmed the govt had
authorised the department to utilise
the TFC located in Baramulla dis-
trict for tourism-related activities.
"The larger objective is to use
Salamabad as a gateway to the
wider Uri border tourism circuit,"
the official said. He added that the
emphasis will be on "regulated,

Nitin Nabin donates 3 month's

salary for flood

New Delhi, Agency: BJP
chief Nitin Nabin Friday donated
three months of his salary as
Rajya Sabha MP to help efforts to
aid flood victims in his home
state Bihar, and asserted central
and state govts are making every
effort to deal with the crisis.

Expressing concern over the
flood situation, he said Bihar
govt is taking swift action and
making adequate arrangements
for relief camps, community
kitchens, medical facilities and
fodder for livestock in the affect-
ed areas.

Nabin said Centre and state
stand fully committed to support-
ing the flood-affected families.
Every possible assistance,
including financial aid, relief
camps, and crop damage assess-

MHA cites internal security

TRADE FACILITATION CENTRE SALAMAE

responsible and curated border
tourism", ensuring that these remain
fully aligned with security and
administrative requirements.

Salamabad TFC, around 100 km
north of Srinagar, was originally
established for cross-LoC trade.
Following the suspension of such
trade in 2019, the facility has
remained unutilised for its original
purpose.

After improved relations in

relief in Bihar

o .

ment, is being extended to them,
he said. "Fulfilling his responsi-
bility during this time of crisis,
he donated Rs 6.35 lakh, three
months of his salary as an RS
MP, to CM's Relief Fund," a BJP

New Delhi, Agency:
The speed at which CBI
sprang into action on a
bribery complaint and
laid a trap within hours
to catch a public servant
could give rise to suspi-
cion, which, Supreme
Court said, could not be
brushed aside and had to
be examined.

Finding fault with
CBI's
Justices Dipankar Datta
and N K Singh acquitted
the official in a two-
decade-old case as he
was not caught with the

2008, both India and Pakistan
decided to allow cross-LoC trade
and travel on certain conditions as
part of confidence-building meas-
ures (CBMs). However, in April

bail in terror case

New Delhi, Agency: A
special NIA court in Delhi
Friday granted default bail to
the US national arrested in
March on terror charges for

2019, the Centre suspended the allegedly  helping ethnic
facilities saying the trade routes | armed groups in India and
were being misused for funneling | Myanmar, days after the
illegal weapons, narcotics, and fake | "incomplete”  chargesheet

currency.

"During ongoing investigations
of certain cases by NIA, it has been
brought out that a significant num-
ber of trading concerns engaged in
LoC trade are operated by persons
closely associated with banned ter-
rorist organisations involved in
fuelling terrorism/separatism," a
Union home ministry (MHA)
release had said then.

filed by the investigating
agency dropped charges
under UAPA, reports
Koushiki Saha.

While granting bail to
Matthew Aaron VanDyke,
who has spent 180 days in
custody, the court noted
NIA's failure to complete its
probe. It cannot be concluded
that the accused is not entitled

investigation,

in 2005 alleged that the
accused, working as a
divisional security com-
missioner in Railway

Protection Force,
demanded illegal gratifi-
cation from subordinate
officials for transfers and
postings. CBI immedi-
ately lodged an FIR and
laid a trap just hours
later, catching the inter-

that CBI
had

trap  was
between

was lodged on Aug 4,
2005, at 2pm and CBI
decided to lay the trap on
§ the same day, the agency
must have verified the
authenticity of the com-
plaint before the trap was
planned. "It is surprising
started the
investigation of a cog-
nisable offence by way
of verifying the com-
plaint of bribery even
before the formal FIR
was lodged... The entire

arranged
2  pm
4.30pm. While the inves-

to default bail merely because
an agency says a probe is far
from over, the court said.

VanDyke had sought
default bail Thursday, con-
tending that under Section
43D(2) proviso (1) of the
anti-terror law, the investiga-
tion was required to be com-
pleted within 180 days, which
ended on Sept 8.

Extremely speedy action by probe agency can create doubt: SC

aside the doubts raised
by the appellant," the
bench said.

The court said crimi-
nality under Prevention
of Corruption Act did
not arise merely because
money changed hands.
"Before criminal liability
can be fastened upon the
public servant, the prose-
cution must establish by
reliable evidence that the
intermediary was acting
under the authority,
direction or for the bene-
fit of the accused and
that the demand itself

to

statement said. Nabin also men- bribe money. It was an mediary. . . tigating agency cannot ~ was attributable to the
tioned that Bihar govt has so far 1ntermed1a¥y who The intermediary, be faulted fpr organising accused. Mere.recelpt of
provided financial assistance ac_cepted it and_ CBI who alleged tl_lat he the trap in such an money by a third person
totalling over Rs 550 crore to failed to prove it was accepted the br1b§ on extraordl.narlly .speedy cannot — auto mat}ca} ly
flood-affected familics. at a rate  neant for the accused, behalf of the official, manner, it can raise cer- result in criminal liabili-

’ SC said. was given a pardon. tain doubts. The trial ty being imputed to a

of Rs 7,000 per family.

The complaint made

SC said since the FIR

court, however, brushed

public servant," it said.

Scottish Sikh gets bail in 7 NIA cases

issues to defend FCRA tweak

New Delhi, Agency: Amid
the charge from the opposition
that Foreign Contribution
(Regulation) Amendment Bill
targets institutions run by
minorities, especially
Christians, Union home min-
istry asserted Friday that the
amendments do not regulate
charity but the entry of foreign
money into a "sovereign space”,
which Centre is fully entitled to
protect, and emphasised the law
at its core is a "national-securi-
ty" legislation.

A team of MHA officials led
by home secretary Govind
Mohan briefed the joint com-
mittee of Parliament - which is
scrutinising the bill and held its
first meeting - on different
facets as it faced questions from
MPs, with Mohan insisting the
bill is not against any communi-
ty, sources aware of the details
said. He said concerns over
national interest, internal securi-
ty and law and order are the
main drivers of the bill. It was
introduced by govt in
Parliament's budget session and
sent to the committee for scruti-
ny amid stiff protests from
opposition parties and Christian
groups, who had met home min-

New Delhi, Agency:
Delhi HC on Friday
granted bail to British
citizen Jagtar

Singh [

) period of incarceration"
and acquittal in one of the
cases. News of his bail
il sparked celebrations at his

ister Amit Shah to convey their
concerns.

After the meeting, the
panel's chairperson, Sanjay
Jaiswal, expressed confidence
that it would be able to submit
its report in the winter session of
Parliament. MPs from BJP-led
NDA and opposition parties pre-
sented conflicting views.

BJP's Nishikant Dubey sug-
gested India had a history of for-
eign money being used to influ-
ence issues of national interest
and asked why Ford Foundation
was allotted prime property in
Lodhi Estate when over 1,400
NGOs linked to foreign funding
were closed down under differ-
ent laws before FCRA was
enacted in 1976. Rockefeller
Foundation was a key financial
support behind an elite cultural
and intellectual organisation in
central Delhi, he said.

Johal,

linked
Liberation

conspiracy
Khalistan

(KLF), taking note of his "long

who is charged
with targeted killings and
to

" & home

in
Scotland, and among UK-

based activists who have
Force been campaigning for his release.
His brother Gurpreet Singh

Dumbarton,

Johal, a solicitor in Dumbarton,
where Johal's wife Gurpreet Kaur
Johal also lives, said, "The past
two years have been an expensive

rollercoaster, contesting bails at
Supreme Court and back to the
high court in India. Now, all I can
think about is Jagtar walking out
of prison.

Where thinking beats mugging up

New Delhi, Agency:
Hands hovered over
buzzers as students lis-
tened intently to each
question, ready to hit the
button before their com-
petitors.  Every few
moments, a buzzer broke
the silence and another
answer was put to the test.
But points were not won
through recall alone, as
the questions pushed stu-
dents to reason, judge,
analyse and think beyond
the obvious.

The questions came
thick and fast. "If a meteor
crashes on the Moon and
an astronaut is 1,000km
away, when will they hear
the sound?" A student

L ol

quickly buzzed in with the
answer: they wouldn't -
sound cannot travel
through the vacuum of
space. Then came a word
puzzle: "Which word
becomes shorter when
you add two letters to it?"
Buzzers went off again.
The answer was "short" -
add "er" and it becomes
"shorter".

That was the scene at
the auditorium of DPS RK
Puram on Friday as stu-

dents went head to head in
the semi-final and final
rounds of the AM/NS

India Times Critical
Thinking Championship
2026, conceived and con-
ducted by Times
Foundation. The Nav
Ratna prize distribution
ceremony was held soon
after, during which chief
guest Brajesh Pathak,
deputy chief minister of
Uttar Pradesh, handed
over certificates to the

winners.
Pathak, who spoke of
the "immense effort"

involved in reaching so
many schools and stu-
dents, urged participants
to never stop asking ques-
tions. "Human beings are
not machines meant to
follow the same routine.
We have the ability to
think, wunderstand and
show the world a new
direction," he said. The
championship has been
designed to encourage
students to move beyond
rote memorisation and
develop the ability to
question, analyse infor-
mation and arrive at con-
clusions independently.



