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‘Tell us where to come,
schools being fixed
before our visit': CJP
mocks Rajasthan govt

New Delhi,
Agency: Cockroach
Janta Party (CJP) mem-
ber Ashutosh Ranka
took a dig at the
Rajasthan government,
saying the Bhajan Lal
Sharma dispensation
released Rs 4,000 crore
for 472 schools on the
day the "cockraoches
entered Udaipur"."And
a double coincidence
that 30% of these
schools happen to be in
Udaipur," he posted on
X.Mentioning the
Ranka's post, another
CJP member Sourav
Das quipped: "People of
Rajasthan, tell us where
you want us to come.
Government is releasing
and fixing places before
our visit!"

Last month, Ranka
alleged that Rajasthan
Police was keeping a
watch on people enter-
ing and leaving his
house, hours after the
organisation's team
faced a confrontation
during its campaign to
inspect government
schools.

In a post on X, Ranka
said, "For the last 2
hours, Rajasthan police
is surveilling every per-
son going in and out of
my house." He chal-
lenged the police to
arrest him directly if
they wanted to, while
insisting that he and his
team would continue
their campaign. "If
Rajasthan Police wants,
they can come and
directly arrest me.

Toll rises to 31 as 22-
hour standoff ends at
Pakistan police line HQ

New Delhi, Agency:
The death toll from the
attack on the police lines
headquarters in Kohat,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, rose
to at least 31, with over 100
injured, as military and
police forces concluded the
22-hour-long  stand-off
Saturday noon.

What began on Friday
as a suicide blast at the
compound's perimeter gate
rapidly developed into an
active siege after at least
seven operatives from the
Ittehad-ul-Mujahideen
Pakistan (IMP) group
breached the counter ter-
rorism department (CTD)
and intelligence facilities.
In a turn of events, the

operatives, once inside,
managed to reach the facil-
ity's weapons depot,

released many detained
terror suspects, and armed
some of them to fight the
Pakistani personnel,
sources said.

Despite a large deploy-
ment, heavy gunfire was
exchanged through Friday
night and Saturday morn-
ing. A military command
with the infantry division
was used to direct the Pak
govt's operation, but strong
resistance from inside the
lockdown zone prolonged
the multi-building stand-
off, leaving scores wound-
ed and critical. Among
those killed were SP Akbar
Shinwari, a deputy SP and
Dr Israel Orakzai, head of
the pediatrics department
at Kohat hospital. A few
civilians also died in the
exchange of fire. Special
Service Group (SSG)
Zarrar unit and infantry
division had to be pressed
into service to end the siege
and clear the compound.

"Trapped in dynastic politics, running his own
shop': Mukesh Sahani slams Sanjay Nishad

New Delhi, Agency:
Vikassheel Insaan Party |
(VIP) president Mukesh
Sahani on  Saturday
accused Uttar Pradesh
minister and Nishad Party
chief Sanjay Nishad of
being "trapped in dynastic
politics" and alleged that
he had failed to secure
reservation for the Nishad
community despite being ’
in the government for five
years.

Sahani, who arrived in
Sonbhadra as part of his
"Aarakshan Sankalp
Yatra", administered an
oath to members of the
Nishad (Mallah) commu-

.
nity, asking them to pledge

-\

with Ganga water in hand

that they would not vote
for the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) until their
community gets the bene-
fits of reservation.

Speaking to reporters,
Sahani said the campaign
would continue across vil-
lages until November 30 to
organise Nishad commu-
nity members and create
awareness about their
reservation demand.

The former Bihar min-
ister said the campaign
aims to get 50 lakh people
to take the pledge.

Targeting the Nishad
Party chief, Sahani said,
"Sanjay Nishad has got

trapped in dynastic poli-
tics and, after joining the
government, is running his
own shop. He has been a
minister for five years, but
has not been able to get
reservation for the Nishad
community so far."
Sahani, who previously
served as Bihar's animal
husbandry and fisheries
development  minister,
said Nishad voters would
not vote for the BJP in the
2027 Uttar Pradesh
Assembly polls if reserva-
tion was not granted to the

community.
He said he had been
running the "Nishad

Reservation Jan Sankalp
Abhiyan" in Uttar Pradesh
for the last five months
and a half and would con-
tinue it until November 30
to organise and mobilise
members of the communi-
ty in support of the reser-
vation demand.

Sahani said the party's
programmes would also be
widely publicised on social
media to build pressure on
the government and oppo-
sition parties. The VIP has
political influence among
the Nishad-Mallah com-
munity, particularly in
Bihar.

J&K crippled by 'lame duck' assem-
bly & CM: Former CEC Quraishi

Srinagar, Agency: J&K
has a "lame duck" assembly and
chief minister with limited pow-
ers, former chief election com-
missioner SY Quraishi said
Saturday.

"What is the meaning of an
elected chief minister when rep-
resentative institutions remain
outside his direct control?"
Quraishi asked during a lecture
in which he also cautioned
against "exploiting” Kashmiri
Pandits' killings while arguing
that many more Muslims were
slain by terrorists.

In his address at Mohammad
Shafi Pandit Memorial Lecture
in Srinagar's Institute of
Engineering, Quraishi stressed
that Kashmir needs democracy,
reconciliation and revival of its
old sense of shared belonging.
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The lecture was held in the
memory of Pandit, the first
Muslim IAS officer from
Kashmir who passed away on
Sept 19, 2024, at age 80.

Quraishi noted that Supreme
Court had shown "soft-hearted-
ness" towards restoration of
J&K's statehood by observing it
should be done "as soon as pos-
sible" while upholding Article
370's abrogation.

Ranchi:

Poshan.' VC of the University Prof. (Dr.) Tej Partap
and Dean, Faculty of Agriculture Prof. (Dr.) S.
Kumaraswamy graced the occasion.
Senior Scientist Dr. Jhunilata Bhuyan from Krishi
Vigyan Kendra of Baripada, Mayurbhanj and
Dietitian Snikta Biswal, Senior Dietitian, Dr.
Mohan's Diabetes Specialities Centre shared
insights on balanced diets, dietary diversity and
the need for adequate protein in everyday meals.
Adding colour to the celebration, the "Nutritious &
Traditional India" healthy cooking competition
saw participants present innovative preparations
inspired by rich food traditions of India. The
"Ethnic Foods of India" Nutrition & Heritage
Ramp Walk further brought together food, culture

India to make 350 kmph bullet
trains by 2030, match Japan's E10

New Delhi, Agency: India
will manufacture indigenous high-
speed or bullet trains with a design
speed of 350 kmph (B35) by 2030,
matching Japan's next-generation
E10 series trains that are scheduled
for production the same year,
according to the railway ministry's
Cabinet proposal seeking approval
for the revised cost of the Mumbai-
Ahmedabad High-Speed Rail
(MAHSR) project. Cabinet has
approved the revised cost of the
project at over Rs 2 lakh crore,
nearly double the original estimate
prepared in 2015, and the expendi-
ture of nearly Rs 1 lakh crore esca-
lated cost will come from budget-
ary support. Media has learnt that
the ministry informed the Cabinet

SC 'banyan tree' of environ-
CJI Surya Kant

mental justice:

it has initiated the process to devel-
op B35 trains after the Japanese
side conveyed in Dec 2024 that
production of existing E5 series
trains was being phased out. It
mentions that Japan indicated that
production of E10 trains would
begin in 2030 and they would be
ready for operations by 2034.
Officials said deployment of Eio0
trains would be explored when they
become available.

The ministry has said that man-
ufacturing of indigenous B28 high-

speed trains has been taken up and
India will also develop its own
Bharat Train Control System
(BTCS). The move mirrors China's
indigenous CTCS signalling and
train control system, which man-
ages speed, spacing and safety
across conventional and high-
speed rail networks.

As per the ministry, sharp
increase in project cost from earli-
er Rs 1.11akh crore is largely due to
a more than three-fold rise in land
acquisition cost to about Rs 19,700
crore; a nearly 50% increase in
infrastructure cost to over Rs 1
lakh crore, and around 100% esca-
lation in spending on trains and
signalling systems compared with
the 2015 estimate.

Nutrition, Tradition Take Centre Stage at Sri Srl Un1vers1ty

A celebration of nutrition, traditional
food and Indian cultural heritage marked National
Nutrition Month (Rashtriya Poshan Maah) 2026
at Sri Sri University, where the importance of
dietary diversity and adequate protein was high-
lighted through expert interaction, culinary cre-
ativity and cultural presentations. Organised by
the Department of Food Nutrition and Dietetics,
Faculty of Agriculture, the programme carried the
messages of 'Har Ghar Poshan' and 'Samagra

and tradition, showcasing the diverse culinary her-
itage of the country.

The programme was coordinated by Chief

Dr. Anwesa

Goyal

Coordinator and Head of the Department Dr.
Chinmayee Pattnayak, Programme Coordinator
Sahoo,
Deeptimayee Mahapatra, Co-Coordinator Dr.
Krishna Mishra and Coordinator Ms. Jajnyasini
Hota. President of Sri Sri University Sri Aadesh
and Director
Satyachaitanya congratulated the organisers and
the entire team for the successful completion of the
event, appreciating their efforts in promoting
awareness about nutrition while celebrating the
rich culinary and cultural traditions of India.

Co-Coordinator Dr.

Operations Swami

Aadhaar now mandatory for LPG refills

New Delhi, Agency:
Govt has made biometric
Aadhaar authentication
mandatory for subsidised
domestic LPG refills from
Oct 1, reports Atul Mathur.
The Union petroleum min-
istry said nearly 90% of con-
sumers have already com-
pleted the authentication
process. The remaining con-
sumers can complete it at

the time of delivery of the
refill, at the dealer's office or
through o0il companies'
mobile apps.

"Linking connections to
consumers prevents diver-
sion of domestic cylinders
for commercial use, removes
ineligible connections, and

makes subsidy delivery
transparent,” the ministry
added.

New Delhi, Agency:
Terming Supreme Court the
"banyan tree" of environmen-
tal justice for its role in pro-
tecting the environment and
ecology, CJI Surya Kant
Saturday said conservation
and development are not in
conflict with each other and
there is need to maintain bal-

cians

trolling every aspect of governance
in the country is threatened by stu-
dents.

Addressing youth at a 'Chhatron
ki Goonj' in Indore, he said, "The

and certain businessmen con-

system is threatened by students as
they ask questions. That is why the

System threatened by students as they ask questions: Rahul

Indore, Agency: Congress MP
Rahul Gandhi on Saturday said the
"system" created by top BJP politi-

system does not want students. The
system wants 'andh bhakts'.

"

He described students as

embodiments of curiosity, love,
humility, courage, tolerance and
honesty, while characterising blind
followers as "delusional, hateful,
arrogant, cowardly, patriarchal and
dishonest".

ance between them.
Addressing the inaugural
session of 'The Future of
Environment and Climate
Dynamics' organised by NGT,
he said there are constitutional
provisions for protection of
environment, but words in a
constitution are only seeds
which need the nurturing
waters of judicial wisdom to
sprout into life and SC has
played that role. "And it is here
that SC has stood tall as the
banyan tree of environmental
justice, with roots deep in our
civilisational ethos and branch-
es sheltering the rights of
unseen generations. It has over
the decades championed the
idea that progress without
preservation is but a mirage
that vanishes in the desert of
ecological ruin. Its rulings
underscore how safeguarding

nature is not an act of altruism
but of self-preservation, an
investment in the very continu-
ity of life." Highlighting its
proactive approach, he said SC
has made the right to a pollu-
tion-free environment a funda-
mental right by reading it
directly into Article 21 .

"That same pattern has car-
ried us to the present day,
where SC recently articulated
the idea of 'eco-centric propor-
tionality', postulating that envi-
ronmental protection must be
rigorous yet intelligent enough

to engage with the world as it motional material

exists. This notion has Sparked widespread con- .4 stop  "Tantra
advanced the most pragmatic troversy.Former J&K CM  gilence" retreat from
approach of permitting devel- and president 1oin0 held.

opment solely in conjunction Mehbooba Mufti and "A poster is advertis-
with enforceable conditions, Hurriyat  Conference

expert oversight, restoration,
compensatory afforestation
and accountability.”

Mehbooba,

Mirwaiz oppose proposed

'spiritual’ retreat inJ &K ask CM to step in

Srinagar, Agency:
Public

scenic

chairman Mirwaiz Umar
Farooq Saturday sought
intervention of CM Omar

representatives
and the clergy in J&K
have expressed outrage
over a proposed four-day
"spiritual" event in the
Valley
being organsied by a self-
styled godman whose
similar event in Goa last
year was cancelled after
its allegedly obscene pro-

Srinagar. A

Abdullah to intervene

L ol

ing a "Tantra Silence"
retreat in Gurez Valley,
similar
'"Tantra' retreat facilitat-

Dhyan

ed by Swami
Sumit, a self-styled god-
man promoting a new
religion under the Shree
Rajneesh Foundation,
was cancelled in Goa last
year after its obscene

promotional material

sparked widespread con-
troversy and the Goa
Police had to intervene.
Gurez is no playground
for experiments in the
name of spirituality or
tourism.," Mehbooba
wrote on X, requesting
J&K CM to intervene
immediately and take
appropriate action.

Mirwaiz said, "This
kind of programme is
being allowed in Gurez in
Kashmir, when a similar
programme by this
organisation was can-
celled by police in Goa,
due to public outrage
over its obscene promo-
tional details, is outra-
geous."



