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BRIFF NEWS

Higher EPF wage limit
Monthly PF contribu-
tions rise to Rs 3,917

New Delhi, Agency:
With EPFO increasing the
mandatory wage ceiling
from Rs 15,000 a month to
Rs 25,000, employees will
now contribute Rs 3,000
(at 12% contribution of Rs
25,000 wage) towards their
PF savings from Rs 1,800
earlier, govt said in a set of
FAQs released. This will
be along with a contribu-
tion of Rs 917 by employ-
ers (at 3.67%), up from Rs
550, taking the mandatory

All misconceptions put torest': NDA allies
elcome EC press note amid SIR row"

New Delhl, Agency:
BJP allies in the ruling
National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) on
Saturday welcomed the
Election Commission of
India's (ECI) statement in
response to a media report
claiming a "rift" between

Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC)
Gyanesh Kumar and the
two Election
Commissioners, Sukhbir

Singh Sandhu and Vivek
Joshi, over the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR)
exercise. "In the recent
months, the Commission

has taken numerous deci-
sions including SIR across
the country. The order for
the SIR issued on 24.6.2025
for all the States/UTs, start-
ing with Bihar, followed by
West Bengal and 30 other

States/UTs was issued with
the unanimous approval of
the Commission. The same
has been upheld by the
Hon'ble Supreme Court of
India vide its order dated
27.5.2026. The schedule for

SIR for 12 States and UTs
was issued on 27.10.2025
and those for 19 States/UTs
was issued on 14.05.2026
with the unanimous
approval of the
Commission. The final fig-
ure of number of electors
will be known only after
final publication in the
remaining 12 states of
Phase-IIL," the ECI's press
note read. Following the
ECT's response, Union min-
ister and Lok Janshakti
Party (LJP) chief Chirag
Paswan, among the first
BJP allies to raise the issue,
maintained that it was his

responsibility to voice any
question or concern arising
in the public mind.

"The concerns raised by
the public regarding SIR,
which came before us, were

presented  before  the
Election Commission...
Today, the Election

Commission has clearly
stated its position on all
important issues point by
point. The process of SIR,
the unanimous agreement
of all three commissioners,
and the facts related to the
meeting with the Cabinet
Secretary have also been
clearly presented,” Paswan

posted in Hindi on X.

"This clarity further
strengthens public trust in
democracy. The Election
Commission plays a crucial
role in democracy, and in
this way, the trust of the
country's people in democ-
racy has increased even
more," the Hajipur MP
added. Andhra Pradesh
chief minister and Telugu
Desam Party (TDP) supre-
mo N Chandrababu Naidu
also welcomed the Election
Commission's statement,
maintaining that it "reaf-
firmed the credibility of
constitutional institutions.

monthly PF contributions
to Rs 3,917.

In addition, Rs 2,083 -
an 8.3% contribution from
employers' share - will
now go towards the pen-
sion kitty from earlier Rs
1,250. On Sept 17, govt
increased EPFO wage ceil-
ing to bring one crore addi-
tional workers into the
social security net as mini-
mum wages in at least
seven states and UTs -

SIR row: Congress' Khera questions EC over | gp allies close ranks, flay opposi-
Form 6, says Bengal & Blhar polls 'illegal’

New Delhi, Agency: Congress
leader Pawan Khera on Sunday
questioned the Election
Commission's response to concerns
over Form 6, claiming that the
Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls was based on a
change to the form that could not

tion for 'undermining democracy

New Delhi, Agency:
BJP's allies on Saturday
closed ranks to hit out at
opposition, with TDP chief
and Andhra Pradesh CM N
Chandrababu Naidu saying
EC's statement reaffirmed

Form 6 that was changed illegally.
The SIR that arose from that illegal
form has also become illegal. The
elections held in Bengal and Bihar
based on that illegal SIR have also
become illegal. Did we get an
answer on this?" he said.

What is the Form 6 row? The

Delhi, Mabharashtra, h b de without i ¢ { th . "the integrity and credibility
Karnataka, Haryana, t}ilv% ef.:nt H;.a N “;1 E? ut am?{ llng . . con {O\Eersy cen rest on te requ1'r§— of our constitutional institu-
Gujarat, Rajasthan and € Kkegistration o ectors Rkules, (difference between Sandhu Ji and men or new voters to provide tions" and ended "misconcep—

1960. Speaking to news agency ,
Khera said the rules could not be
changed without being amended in
Parliament and questioned whether
the Election Commission had
addressed the objections raised by
Election Commissioners Sukhbir
Singh Sandhu and Vivek Joshi.
"The 1960 Rules cannot be
changed without being amended in
Parliament. The biggest point of

details linking themselves or their
parents or grandparents to electoral
rolls from the previous SIR.

According to Indian Express
reports, Election Commissioners
Joshi and Sandhu had objected to
incorporating the requirement into
Form 6, arguing that the statutory
form could not be altered without
an amendment to the Registration
of Electors Rules, 1960.

Joshi with Gyanesh Kumar was
this, and did we receive the answer
to it today?" Khera said.

Questions Form 6 changes

Khera alleged that the SIR exer-
cise was based on an "illegally
changed" Form 6 and questioned
the validity of elections conducted
in Bengal and Bihar on the basis of
the exercise.

"The entire SIR is based on a

JKCA 'scam': HC rejects India, Canada seek to take ties 'to a higher

questioned why it keeps silent
on states where it has formed
govt. JDU member Sanjay
Jha said rising frustration
over poll defeats have led
opposition to spread propa-

Uttarakhand - have crossed
the Rs 15,000 threshold.
In the case of an
employee with a monthly
wage of Rs 20,000, the
mandatory PF contribution
will be Rs 3,134 - the
employee share Rs 2,400
and the employer share Rs
734, with an additional Rs
1,666 going towards EPS
from employer's share. But
if an employee earns, say,
Rs 35,000 a month, the
mandatory PF contribution

tions" around it. "Attempts to
undermine global confidence
in India's democratic frame-
work for short-term political
gains are deeply unfortunate,"
he said, urging opposition to
accept wins and losses with
grace.

LJP (Ram Vilas)'s Chirag
Paswan said opposition is
spreading confusion and

ganda to undermine the
democracy. Shiv  Sena's
Eknath Shinde said Congress
keeps mum when it wins but
attacks EC when it loses.

hon eminee_ad KD plea to add charges level': EAM Jaishankar after UNGA meet
glr?lgllj)liersgg?rcl}gl)’ ::)I\ilhar?l(; Jammu, Agency: New Delhi, Agency: Minister Narendra Modi  formally invited Modi to

visit in 2026, with both
governments agreeing to

1 to visit Canada in
December. He also said

India and Canada are
looking to take their

Jammu and Kashmir
high court Friday reject-

pension as EPS is available
only to those whose wages

do not exceed the EPFO | ed an Enforcement bilateral relationship to a negotiations on the trade work through diplomatic
wage ceiling. Directorate's  petition "higher level", external | agreement were making channels to settle a mutu-
. that  challenged a affairs  minister S "good progress". ally convenient date. The
2 more Naga men killed | Srinagar CIM court's Jaishankar  said after "We are making good  possible December visit
o order denying permis- meeting ‘Canadl.an progress in our trade could coincide with the
as ethnic violence flares | =\ i ohs oes relat Foreign Minister Anita negotiations with India. G20 Summit in Miami,
in Mani . ed to the recgi t and Anand on the sidelines of ] It is an exceptionally which US President
up mn Mampur agaimn concealment of pstolen the UN General Ottawa work to rebuild important relationship on Donald Trump is sched-
property in the alleged rently available Assembly. ties and advance negotia-  many many levels, peo- uled to host on December

R Jammu and Kashmir Cricket However. t}ie HC set aside "Always a pleasure to - tions for @ ple-tq—people levels, 14 and'15.
Association (JKCA) fund scam. the trial co’urt's reasoning  that meet FM Com pre hensi ve security levels, and 2}150 India and C;anada
@AnitaAnandMP  of Economic Partnership trade and economic," have been working to

Justice Sanjay Parihar held that ED lacked a "locus standi" to

ED' for invoki h licati Th Canada #UNGAS81 A Agreement. The two Carney said at a press broaden cooperation
. S flr?yeé, hor mt‘l'o ng sec- move such an application. The — ,.,q,ctive discussion as sides have set a target of conference on the side- beyond trade, including
sltzlllcSn pro(p elrstyc;nzi dy igiel(vci?sg_ ;%sgzda;relz tozgllel pegﬁgr?eggg} we prepare to take the concluding the trade lines of the UNGA. in energy, critical miner-

negotiations by the end
of 2026. Canadian Prime
Minister Mark Carney
said earlier this week that
he

als, technology, defence
and talent. The two coun-
tries have also agreed to
work towards a stronger
strategic partnership.

relationship to a higher
level," Jaishankar said in
a post on X on Saturday.
The meeting comes

New Delhi and

Carney was respond-
ing to questions about
Modi's possible visit and
the timeline for the trade
agreement. Canada had

honest or fraudulent removal or
concealment of property) of
Ranbir Penal Code (RPC) lacked
merit based on the material cur-

granted Rs 94.06 crore to JKCA.
A CBI probe found that Rs 43.69
crore was misappropriated by the
then office-bearers of JKCA. as

New Delhi, Agency:
Two Mao Naga men were
shot dead by unidentified
gunmen at Kalenjang vil-
lage in Manipur's Senapati
district Saturday afternoon,
with two others wounded,
in the latest escalation in a
Naga-Kuki conflict that has
claimed more than 40 lives
since Feb. The shooting
took place under Senapati

expected  Prime

Congress owes nation a public apolo-
gy: Nabin after EC statement

tion has no complaint when it
wins but raises questions when

India, Bangladesh look towards Rahman visit in Nov

New Delhi, Agency: After an
earlier attempt was aborted, India
and Bangladesh are looking to
schedule a visit by PM Tarique

key concern - one which might
decide whether the visit materi-
alises - is the unresolved issue of
former PM Hasina's extradition.

police  station around it loses. Rahman to India in the third week Rahman's birthday greetings to
%sgilg;ns}lorﬂlyihaefrtgzhgrll\g He said, "The hypocrisy is | of Nov, sources said. Modi and the latter's prompt

Singh left a function about
30km away. It came two
days after four Tangkhul
Naga men were Kkilled
allegedly by Myanmar-
based Kuki National Army-
Burma (B) at Pilong village
near the international bor-
der in Kamjong district.

The Kalenjang and
Pilong killings are part of a
series of Naga-Kuki clash-
es that began in Feb, short-
ly after Singh's govt took
charge. At least 21 people -
11 Nagas and 10 Kukis,
including a  pregnant
woman - have been killed
since Aug 27. The toll is
separate from the Meitei-
Kuki conflict, which has
killed over 300.

Both the communities
have accused militant
groups from the other side
of the attacks. Police have
said several such allega-
tions are under investiga-
tion and have not been
independently verified.

Delhi,
the

New Agency:
Buoyed by Election
Commission's statement, BJP
Saturday said it has exposed
Congress and its allies as their
attack on the poll body was
nothing but a continuation of
their tactic of shifting blame for
their shrinking popular support
in elections and demanded their
apology.

BJP president Nitin Nabin
said, "Opposition has once
again been exposed for mis-
leading the public on SIR. EC
has made it clear that every
decision relating to the SIR was
taken unanimously by the full
commission. Yet, Congress
chose to build its allegations
around a manufactured lie and
attack our constitutional bod-
ies." Nabin noted that opposi-

evident. When the same elec-
toral process delivers victories
to Congress and its allies,
including in states like Keralam
and Tamil Nadu, its credibility
is readily accepted. But when
the people's mandate goes
against them elsewhere, they
question the very institutions
that conduct those elections.
Democracy cannot be respected
selectively."

Those who have repeatedly
undermined India's democratic
framework for political survival
owe the nation an honest reck-
oning and a public apology,
Nabin said.

BJP's Ravi Shankar Prasad
said the poll panel's statement
has made it clear that Rahul had
levelled unfounded and shame-
ful allegations. "He and
Congress are blaming the
Election Commission for their
political failures by levelling
baseless allegations against a
constitutional institution.
Today, their web of lies stands
exposed yet again," Prasad said.

Efforts to reschedule the visit
are likely to gain momentum after
the arrival of the new Bangladesh

high commissioner, Asad Alam
Siam, in the last week of Oct or
early Nov. For Dhaka though, the

of dates

response seem to have boosted the
likelihood of an early finalisation

for the visit.

INDIA bloc to meet on Sept 30, CEC's ouster on top of agenda

New Delhi, Agency:
Opposition INDIA bloc
will meet on Sept 30 to
discuss the alleged manip-
ulation of poll rolls under
SIR and a possible joint
struggle to press for the
resignation of CEC
Gyanesh Kumar.

The meeting has been
scheduled against the
backdrop of nationwide
outrage triggered by reve-
lations that ECs SS
Sandhu and Vivek Joshi
had questioned many of
the decisions regarding
SIR. The opposition, led
by Rahul Gandhi, has said
the revelations tie in with
their allegations of 'vote
chori' in favour of BIJP
over the last two years. It

L ol

has demanded the scrap-
ping of the SIR process.

TMC MP  Derek
O'Brien said the demand
for Gyanesh Kumar's res-
ignation is "non-nego-
tiable", while other issues
will also be discussed at
the meeting. "We will
work unitedly and pur-
posefully.”

The meeting is expect-
ed to be attended by the
leading lights of the anti-

BJP front,
Mallikarjun Kharge,
Rahul Gandhi, Mamata
Banerjee, Akhilesh Yadayv,
Uddhav Thackeray and
MA Baby. The meeting
has been scheduled after
CPM's MA Baby wrote to
parties (including AAP,
DMK and CJP) seeking
an immediate meeting.
Trinamool's Mamata
Banerjee also reached out
to INDIA bloc members.

including

She called the CEC
"Vanish Kumar", demand-
ed his ouster and said the
Bengal mandate was
stolen. The joint brain-
storming will follow a
Congress Working
Committee meet on Sept
29. The parties are also
planning to submit a fresh
"removal notice" against
Kumar in both Houses of
Parliament.

CPI-ML's Dipankar
Bhattacharya said that
there is a strong belief
within INDIA bloc that
some parties (Aam Aadmi
Party and DMK) which
are not part of the alliance
umbrella should also be
roped in to boost the cam-

paign.



