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Shiurajlaunches RabiAbhiyan2026, says Centre and states
tojointlydevelop climate-friendly agriculture roadmap

New Delhi,Agency: Union
Agriculture and  Farmers
Welfare Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan said on Monday that
now the goals of food security
and farmer income will be
achieved not through old meth-
ods but through data-based
planning and Centre-State part-
nership. We face challenges like
climate change, erratic rainfall
and water scarcity.

Union Agriculture Minister
Shivraj Singh called upon the
states to complete preparations
for the Rabi season with clear
coordination, scientific plan-
ning and ground monitoring. He
was speaking at the inaugura-

tion of the two-day 'National
Agriculture Conference — Rabi
Abhiyan 2026' organized at the
C. Subramaniam Auditorium,
Pusa, of the Union Agriculture
and Farmers Welfare
Department, Delhi.

Union Agriculture Minister
Chauhan, describing the "water
budget" as the most important
parameter in Rabi preparations,
said that every state and district
must assess how much water is
available for irrigation. He
added that crops must be select-
ed keeping in mind the limited
water availability: where water
is scarce, low-water crops
(pulses and oilseeds) should be

should be planned.

prioritized, and where irrigation
facilities are good, other crops

He noted that current rainfall

has been below average, but not
so low that it severely impacts
water availability. However,
water shortages in some states
are a cause for concern. He
urged states to plan Rabi prop-
erly throughout the season and,
in areas with scarce water
resources, assess the availabili-
ty of water and soil moisture in
areas with scarce water
resources, and make arrange-
ments for irrigation water now.
He warned that there should be
no such parameter where excess
water is used and later lack of
water is likely to lead to crop
failure. He said that prepara-
tions should not be delayed, as

we are now at the cusp of Rabi
sowing, and while water-based
crops have already begun to
grow in rain-fed areas, there are
no other crops available here.
Union Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan expressed con-
cern over the severe drought sit-
uation in Maharashtra and
Karnataka, stating that nearly
two-thirds of Maharashtra's
area is affected, and a state-
level drought has been declared
there, while Karnataka also
faces drought. He assured that a
central team will conduct a
ground assessment of the
drought in Karnataka on
October 3rd, and a central team

will  also sent  to
Maharashtra. He stated that he
himself will visit these states
with his team, and that the cen-
tral government, under the lead-
ership and guidance of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, stands
firmly with farmers at this time.

Context of the Conference
and Future Action Plan The first
day of the conference will fea-
ture three rounds of thematic
group discussions, covering
issues such as self-reliance and
diversification, sustainability
and climate-resilient agricul-
ture, and digital agriculture,
infrastructure, financing, and
risk management.

TSAF Climbing Academy Athletes Shine on Asian Games 2026 Stage Cardiac Specialists Explain

New Heart

Purty began climbing in 2019 Climbing Asia

Jamshedpur : Two ath- after visiting the JRD Tata Championships.
letes from the Tata Steel Sports Complex with friends Twenty-eight-year-old
Adventure Foundation and brothers. She joined the Deepu Mallesh, meanwhile,

(TSAF) Climbing Academy
Team, Joga Purty and Deepu
Mallesh, are representing
India in sport climbing at the
Asian Games 2026 in Aichi-
Nagoya, Japan. The conti-
nental multi-sport event
began on September 19 and
will conclude on October 4.
The selection of the two
climbers marks an important
milestone in their careers
and highlights TSAF’s grow-
ing contribution to develop-
ing competitive climbing tal-
ent in India.
Nineteen-year-old
Jamshedpur-based Joga

Subhash Raiand Liladhar Mandioiwere
awardedthe 'Agyeya Shabd Srishti Samman

Bengaluru,Agency: Bengaluru's Aankhon Khuli Hai'.

Both writers

TSAF Climbing Academy in
2021 and has since competed
successfully at national and
international levels.

Joga is a national record
holder in speed climbing,
with a personal best of 7.37
seconds. She has also won
multiple medals at the
National Climbing
Championships in speed,
lead and boulder disciplines.
Her international appear-

ances include the World
Climbing Youth World
Championships, World
Climbing Youth Asian

Championships and World

brings several years of com-
petitive experience.
Introduced to climbing as a
teenager in Bengaluru, he

progressed from recreational |

participation to becoming
one of India’s leading speed
climbers.

Deepu holds the Indian
national record with a timing
of 5.39 seconds, is ranked
No. 1 in India in speed climb-
ing and was the national
champion in 2025. He has
also represented India at
World Climbing World Cup
events in Korea, Indonesia,
France and Chamonix.

literary organisation 'Shabd' has
announced the prestigious awards for
the year 2026. This year 'Agyeya
Shabd Sarjan Samman' will be joint-
ly given to biographer Subhash Rai
and poet-writer Liladhar Mandloi. At
the same time, language activist
Narayan Saav has been selected for
'Dakshin Bharat Shabd Hindi Sevi
Samman'. The organisation has also
announced to start 'Rajasthan Gaurav
Puraskar' from this year. Its first
award will be given to Jaipur's
famous folk singer Seema Mishra.
Dr. Shrinarayan Samir, President
of Shabd, announced on Monday that
the 'Agyeya Shabd Sarjan Samman'
worth one lakh rupees will be given
to Subhash Rai for his work
'Digambar Vidrohidini Akk
Mahadevi' and to Liladhar Mandloi
for his autobiography 'Jab Se

Mallikarjun Kharge calls GWG meeting,
demands Gyanesh Kumar's resignation

will receive a cash prize of 51,000
rupees each, along with the tradition-
al Mysore Peta, a memento, a
coconut, and an angavastram.

Under the 'Dakshin Bharat Shabd
Hindi Seva Samman', Narayan Saw
will receive a prize money of 25,000
rupees, in addition to the honorary
symbols. This amount will be provid-
ed courtesy of the 'Dakshin Bharat
Rashtramat' newspaper group, pub-
lished from Bangalore and Chennai.
According to the jury, Narayan Saw
has made significant contributions in
making Hindi the dominant language
in the functioning of the southern
region of the power grid and many
important establishments in non-
Hindi speaking states.

Dr. Samir also announced that
Shabd will now award the 'Rajasthan
Gaurav Award' worth one lakh rupees

Madurai,Agency: Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister Vijay
Rupani launched the
'Thayamaman Gold Ring
Scheme' at the Government
Rajaji Hospital in Madurai on
Monday. Under the scheme,
children born in government
hospitals and government pri-
mary health centers in the state
will receive a one-gram gold
ring from the government.

The program began with
the Tamil Thai Vazhthu.
During the ceremony, Chief
Minister Vijay Rupani person-
ally placed gold rings on new-
borns. Many mothers placed
their babies in the Chief
Minister's lap and took selfies
with him. The Chief Minister
also took the children in his
lap, caressed them, and placed

Ranchi: On World
Heart Day, Bhagwan
Mahavir Manipal Hospital,
Ranchi, highlighted
advances in cardiac care,
new technologies and the
importance of specialist
treatment for patients with
complex heart condi-
tions.The hospital’s cardiac
specialists said develop-
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rings on them.

The government has allo-
cated a budget of 7755.83 crore
for this scheme in the current
financial year. In the first
phase, 1.28 lakh gold rings
have been purchased. The first
phase of the scheme will begin
on September 28th and contin-
ue until November 14th.
During this period, eligible
children born in government

L
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hospitals and primary health
centers in the state, starting
June 22nd, 2026, will be given
a one-gram gold ring.
Under the scheme,
will be distributed twice daily

rings

for the next 40 days: from
10:00 AM to 1:00 PM and
from 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM. To
control crowding, a maximum
of 50 rings will be distributed
per day at each center, with 25

Treatment

o
interventional
cardiology, structural heart
care, thythm management
and cardiac surgery have

ments in

expanded treatment
options for conditions that
were earlier difficult to
manage. Age, diabetes,
hypertension, kidney dis-
ease and other health con-
ditions can further compli-
cate cardiac individualised
approaches.

CM Vijaylaunched the Tayamaman Gold Ring Scheme’
inMadurai, newhorns willreceive aone-gramgoldring

in the morning and 25 in the
afternoon.

According to the state gov-
ernment, children born after
September 28th will be given
the benefit of the "Tayamaman
Gold Ring Scheme" during
delivery or as per the pre-
scribed procedure in the
respective government hospi-
tal.

The objective of the scheme
is to encourage deliveries in
government hospitals, cele-
brate the birth of a newborn,
and strengthen public confi-
dence in government health
services.

Following the ceremony,
Chief Minister Vijay will inau-
gurate the renovated Gandhi
Museum on Collector's Oftice
Road in Madurai district.

Income Tax Department has not
released official information about

The Income Tax Departmentraided several locationsincluding filmactress
Rakul Preet Singh, film producer Vashu Bhagnani and Panorama Studios

Mumbai,Agency: The Income
Tax Department has been conduct-

ciated with Bollywood and the film
industry in the name of film proj-

New Delhi,Agency: Amidst
the ongoing controversy over

the functioning of the
Election Commission,
Congress President
Mallikarjun  Kharge has
called a meeting of the
Congress Working
Committee (CWC) on

Tuesday. The meeting will
discuss issues related to the
Election Commission and
consider the party's future
strategy.

Speaking to reporters on
Monday, Mallikarjun Kharge
said that the Congress will
seriously address this issue
and that all CWC members
will present their suggestions.
This issue is not just about
any one political party, but
concerns the protection of the
country's democracy and
Constitution. He stated that
the Congress is taking this
issue seriously and a future
strategy will be formulated at
the CWC meeting.

The Congress President,
while questioning the func-
tioning of the Election
Commission, alleged that
even its own members have

raised questions about its
functioning. He cited the
claim of former Kerala Chief
Secretary GG Thomson, who
stated that in 2016, then-IAS
officer Gyanesh Kumar sug-
gested he contest the 2019
Lok Sabha elections on a BJP

ticket. According to
Thomson, he did not accept
t h i s

suggestion.javascript:void(0);

Based on this claim,
Kharge questioned the impar-
tiality of Chief Election
Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar. He stated that if an
officer, while in service, sug-
gested contesting elections on

a political party ticket, it rais-
es serious questions about the
Election Commission's
impartiality. However,
Thomson's claim is based on
his own statement and has not
been confirmed by any public
response from Gyanesh
Kumar.

The Congress president
also demanded the resigna-
tion of Chief Election
Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar. He said that Gyanesh
Kumar should step down
from his post and demanded
that action be taken against
him even after his resignation.

This controversy has
intensified amid opposition
questions about the Election

Commission's  functioning
regarding the Special
Intensive Review (SIR).

Congress says that serious
discussion is necessary on
questions related to the
Election Commission's inde-
pendence, impartiality, and
institutional accountability.
Meanwhile, the Election
Commission has issued clari-
fications regarding its deci-
sions and the SIR process.

12 locations,

Panorama Studios,

ing raids since Monday morning at
including those of
film actress Rakul Preet Singh, film
producer Vashu Bhagnani,
in connection
with financial irregularities.

the raids.
According

and

The

to Income Tax
Department sources, this action is
being taken as part of an investiga-
tion into alleged remittances abroad
by individuals and companies asso-

ects, shooting, overseas distribu-
tion, and production. The Income
Tax Department received some
inputs regarding alleged irregulari-
ties in financial transactions and
tax-related irregularities.

Prime Minister, Lok Sabha Speaker and Defence Minister
paytribute to Lata Mangeshkar on her birth anniversary

New Delhi,Agency:
Several leaders including
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla and Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh
paid tribute to singer Lata
Mangeshkar on her birth
anniversary on Monday.

Narendra Modi wrote
on the social media plat-
form, "Respectful saluta-
tions to Lata on her birth
anniversary, who brought
glory to the country in the
world with her divine
singing talent. She not
only adorned India with
her melodious voices but
also always encouraged
every initiative related to

L ol

the prosperity of the coun-
try. Her incomparable
contribution to the world
of Indian music will be
remembered for ages to
come."

Om Birla said that Lata
is the immortal identity of
Indian music. In her
extraordinary ~ musical
journey, she lent her voice
to thousands of songs in
many Indian languages
?7and gave Indian film
music a unique identity
whose resonance reached
far beyond the country's
borders. For decades, she
elevated Hindi cinema
music to new heights and
made countless songs

timeless.
Rajnath Singh said that
the voice of Lata

Mangeshkar, considered
India's "Nightingale of
India," connected genera-
tions of this country to a
world of emotions where
the notes of love, devo-
tion, and patriotism res-
onate together. Her voice
resides not only in songs
but in the hearts of every
Indian. Her music is time-
less, and her legacy will
remain immortal.

Union Home and
Cooperation Minister
Amit Shah said that Lata's
voice possessed a natural,
steady, and soulful quality

that captivated every lis-
tener. Lata Didi, who
enriched the music of
many languages ??and
dialects with her voice,
will always remain etched
in the hearts of the coun-
trymen through her songs.

Union Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Kiren
Rijiju said that Lata, who
gave Indian music a new
identity worldwide with
her melodious and unique
voice, still resonates in the
hearts of generations. Her
unparalleled contribution
to music and art is an
invaluable asset to the
country's rich cultural her-
itage.



