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You said it is AAP's initiative': Congress says CJP took
instructions from Kejriwal’ durlng Assam outreach

New Delhi,
Agency:Congress spokesperson
Reetam Singh has claimed that
Cockroach Janta Party (CJP) co-
convenor Ashutosh Ranka
refused to meet Congress leaders
during his recent Assam visit.
He alleged that the group was
told to stay away because its out-
reach was "an Aam Aadmi Party
initiative".

Singh's response came after
Ashutosh Ranka and Saurav Das
called out a fake "liberal ecosys-
tem", saying that they believed
they were alone responsible for
"saving India, saving constitu-
tion". However, they did not
name Congress directly.

Singh made the allegation in
a post on X on Saturday while
responding to Ranka, who had
criticised what he described as
an "entire 'self-declared liberal'
ecosystem"  targeting CJP
founder Abhijeet Dipke.

Singh said Congress workers
had helped CJP members after
they were detained by Assam
Police and claimed that Ranka
nevertheless declined a courtesy
meeting with Congress leaders,
including Assam Congress pres-
ident Gaurav Gogoi.

Congress resets Team Uttar Pradesh: 5 clear

This comes days after Ranka
and more than 40 CJP volunteers
were detained in Guwabhati
ahead of a regional volunteers'
meeting. Opposition parties,
including Congress, AAP, the
Assam Jatiya Parishad and
Raijor Dal, had criticised the
police action.

- SauravDassss
(@SauravDassss)

'"You asked us to stay out of it'

Addressing Ranka, Singh
said Congress members had
helped secure the release of CJP
workers after their detention.

"When you were detained by
Assam Police. We, Congress
people helped to get CJP people
out. Yet you categorically
refused to have even a courtesy
meeting with our Congress lead-
ers and Gaurav Sir," Singh said.

You refused it because the
Aam Aadmi Party asked you to
not to. Kunki Chowdhury who
was your Host in Guwahati, was
on Election Campaign with AJP
President Lurin Gogoi Da for a
Congress Candidate in Nagaon.
Even they had asked you to meet
and discuss with Congress. Yet
not once, you chose to engage
with Congress or our students

wing. You asked us to stay out of
it. And that it is a Aam Aadmi
Party initiative," he added.

Singh also referred to Kunki
Chowdhury, at whose residence
Ranka and other CJP members
were reportedly detained. He
claimed Chowdhury had asked
Ranka to meet Congress leaders
and discuss the group's activi-
ties.

CJP members had been
detained from the residence of
Assam Jatiya Parishad leader
Kunki Chowdhury in the Dispur
area ahead of their scheduled
meeting.

Singh further accused Ranka
and CJP of trying to portray the
movement as an AAP initiative
and referred to the group's earli-
er protests in Delhi.

We know how you sidelined
Neha Bora in the Jantar Mantar
1.0 protests and when even Left
chose to engage with our Leader
Rahul Gandhi Ji. You decided
you will not engage under direct
instructions of Arvind Kejriwal,"
he said.

He also alleged that AAP had
previously sought to associate
itself with movements led by
others, citing the India Against

New Delhi,

Corruption movement and
activist Sonam Wangchuk's
protest.

Aam Aadmi Party is known
for piggy riding and hijacking
issues of others," Singh said.

Singh said CJP was "a peo-
ple's movement" and argued that
it should not be treated as the
property of any political party.

"Let us keep it civil and issue
centric. The cause is bigger than
a political party," he said.

CJP is a decentralised move-
ment. There is no one Supreme
Leader or his hierarchy. We all
are equals. That is why people
support it."

Row follows Ranka's criti-
cism

Ranka's post that triggered
Singh's response had accused a
"self-declared liberal" group of
targeting Dipke and questioning
his growing reach. An entire
"self-declared liberal" ecosys-
tem has been activated to
denounce @abhijeet_dipke and
the fact that he has been able to
capture the imagination of mil-
lions of Indians after a LONG
LONG time," Ranka said. CJP
co-convenor Saurav Das also
criticised what he described as a

group from outside the BJP that
believed it alone was responsible
for "saving India, saving consti-
tution". Neither Ranka nor Das
named a political party in their
posts.

"It's a very big problem. A
certain section-not just the BJP-
another party thinks "saving
India, saving constitution" is
only their job. They are self-
declared liberals and self-
declared thekedars of the consti-
tution," he said.

"It's a very salty ecosystem,
acting worse than the BIJP's
ecosystem sometimes. They
must realise that they can't
divide and rule through such tac-
tics. Their massive failures over
the years has led us to this
moment where the young have
to show the way. So they should
just zip it on us and focus on
how to support the young! Total
buffoons!" he added.
SauravDassss (@ SauravDassss)
The latest exchange has brought
CJP's political affiliations and its
relationship with opposition par-
ties into focus, even as the
organisation continues its out-
reach on issues including educa-
tion and electoral rolls

Resource security key as global economy faces uncer-

tainty: Finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman

Agency: Union

commodities.

messages for BJP and Akhilesh Yadav

New Delhi, Agency:
Congress has overhauled its
Uttar Pradesh organisation
ahead of the 2027 assembly
election, replacing Ajay Rai
with three-time Rampur Khas
MLA Aradhana Misra Mona
as state unit president and
appointing Saharanpur MP
Imran Masood as working
president. The party has also
named Chaudhary Virendra
Singh as Congress legislature
party leader, while Devinder
Nishad and Alok Prasad have
been made senior vice presi-
dents. The reshuffle brings
together a prominent Brahmin
leader from eastern UP, a
Muslim leader with influence
in western UP, and Dalit and
OBC representation in senior
organisational positions.
Rajendra Pal Gautam, a Dalit
leader, is already the party's

Drug addicts turn to painkillers amid
Nasha Mukt crackdown in J&K

Srinagar, Agency:

Drug users

Uttar Pradesh in-charge. With

these recent appointments,
Congress may be trying to
widen its social and regional
reach after years of electoral
decline in the state.

Taken together, the
appointments suggest that
Congress is trying to do two
things at once: strengthen its
bargaining position with the
Samajwadi  Party  while

seizure of 288 properties, and regis-

rebuilding an independent
political identity in Uttar
Pradesh. The timing is impor-
tant. The 2024 Lok Sabha
election revived Congress's
presence in UP through its
alliance with Akhilesh Yadav.
But Akhilesh's party remains
the much larger organisation in
the state. In the 2024 polls, SP
moved 32 seats up and won 37
seats, registering a 15.73%

gain in vote share. On the
other hand, Congress also
slightly improved its Lok
Sabha tally with 6 seats and a
jump of a little over 3% vote
share. Congress is now trying
to turn that electoral revival
into a more substantial organi-
sational base before the 2027
assembly election in a state
which has been long associat-
ed with Congress's political
success story. Here are the five
messages embedded in the
rset. 1. A bigger, but amicable,
say at seat-sharing table The
appointment of Aradhana
Misra Mona as UPCC presi-
dent, along with the elevation
of Imran Masood, suggests
that Congress wants to push
for a larger share of assembly
seats while keeping its rela-
tionship with the Samajwadi
Party workable.

finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman
on Saturday said that amid uncertain-
ty, "now a standing condition" of the
global economy, national security
requires structural autonomy in
strategic inputs, as strategic resource
security sits at the centre of macro-
economic policy.

Besides, she argued for private
investment to lead the cycle, includ-
ing in research and innovation and
skilling to prepare people for a
changing world of work, while
asserting that global financial archi-
tecture should reflect where growth
was coming from.

"We need to keep building
resilience as we go along; it's not a
one-time exercise. The coming years
call for preparation, and India
approaches them from strength,"” she
said at Kautilya Economic Conclave.

The remarks assume significance
amid global economic uncertainties
triggered by US tariffs and conflicts
in Ukraine and West Asia, which
have disrupted global supply chains
and resulted in higher prices of key

A price shock can be cushioned
with monetary and fiscal tools. But a
quantity shock tests buffer stocks and
the reach of delivery systems and
therefore the capacity of the state
itself," she added.

Sitharaman said supply chains
optimised for cost alone carry hidden
fragility. To replace fragile single-
source dependencies with domestic
operational depth, the government
has launched programmes focused on
critical minerals and rare earths,
semiconductors and small modular
nuclear reactors.

She said for India, resilience
means building upon the structural
foundations laid over the past decade
such as entrepreneurial growth,
focusing on efficient last-mile deliv-
ery, infrastructure creation and man-
aging prices, essential supplies and
external pressures. "The test of the
coming years will again be partly
invisible: the shocks India absorbs
without disruption to households and
enterprises.

Helicopters, influencers and nail art: The

and peddlers in Jammu & Kashmir
are increasingly turning to pharma-
ceutical opioids, primarily
painkillers, amid an intensified crack-
down under Nasha Mukt Abhiyaan to
make the UT "narcotics-free".

"It seems they were mixing sever-
al painkiller drugs to get the effect of
heroin," a police officer said, adding
that abusers frequently use prescrip-
tion medicines like Tramadol and
Tapentadol, which they refer to as
"Tapal" in their local slang.

Investigations have so far led to
the recovery of 2,19,425 tablets and
capsules of pharmaceutical drugs, as
well as 3.830 kg of codeine-contain-
ing liquid, including the storage con-
tainers, police said. Since its launch
on April 11, Nasha Mukt Abhiyaan
has resulted in over 4,000 arrests, the

Finance system resilient, economy braved West Asia crisis: RBI governor

New Delhi, Agency: RBI
governor Sanjay Malhotra on
Saturday said the Indian finan-
cial system remained resilient
and the economy had navigat-
ed the West Asia crisis well,
but policymakers needed to
stay vigilant.

"We cannot afford to
become complacent; the eco-
nomic and financial costs of
allowing vulnerabilities to

to

necessarily imply tomorrow's
immunity. We are committed

remaining
emerging vulnerabilities and
continuing to keep our finan-

tration of 3,257 cases under the
Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances (NDPS) Act. The cam-
paign includes awareness
grammes, the destruction of illicit
poppy crops, and random urine drug
testing for drivers.

On Thursday, Srinagar police
arrested eight people after busting a
major network involved in the pro-
curement, transportation, storage,
distribution, and financing of banned
pharmaceutical products, with supply
lines extending well beyond J&K.

Among those arrested was Haris
Hameed Malla, a Srinagar resident
identified as a key accused in the net-
work allegedly headed by Waseem
Ahmad Zargar. While Zargar claimed
to operate a photographs with top
police and civil officials.

vigilant of

money trail of 2026 assembly elections

New Delhl, Agency:
pro- From paying social-media
influencers to allocating

money for 'nail art', the BJP's
expenditure statements reveal
the range of campaign activi-
ties funded during its bid to
win the West Bengal assem-
bly election. A closer look at

political parties' filings

the Election Commission of
India (ECI) makes for inter-
esting reading, revealing how
varied
according to the political
in different states.
However, the TVK example
is only a humbling reminder

spending priorities

stakes

with

West Bengal,

that in democracy, greater
outreach may lead to greater
eyeballs, but it is no guaran-
tee for success.

The BIJP declared
529.39 crore expense for this
year's assembly elections in

Assam,

Keralam, Tamil Nadu and
Puducherry. Congress
declared Rs 248.55 crore as
spending, less than half that
amount.

A Media analysis of the
expenditure filings shows
that Rs 178.78 crore of the Rs
280.84-crore difference, near-
ly two-thirds, came from
advertisements and travel by
star campaigners, the top
leaders a party sends around a
state to address rallies.
Money given directly to can-
didates accounted for only Rs
16.27 crore of the gap. At
least on paper, the BJP's

Rs

extensive advertising cam-
paigns and deployment of
senior leaders, many of them
massive crowd pullers, distin-
guished its expenditure pat-
tern from that of Congress.
The BJP won 207 seats in
West Bengal in the results
declared on May 4 and later
won the Falta repoll to take
its tally to 208. It formed its

first government in the state,
ending the Trinamool
Congress's 15-year rule.
TMC chief Mamata Banerjee
lost her own seat,
Bhabanipur, to the BIJP's
Suvendu Adhikari.

Kautilya Economic Conclave,
organised by the Institute of
Economic Growth and the
finance ministry. He cautioned
against the possible adverse
impact of the war in Iran,
which has hit supply chains.
"The financial system has
absorbed the supply shock due
to the West Asia conflict well.
However, the global economic
environment remains

chal-

and enhanced financial system
vulnerabilities," the RBI gov-
ernor said, adding India was
navigating from a position of
strength. Malhotra cautioned
against stressed valuations,
especially those related to Al,
elevated debt levels globally,
elevated leverage that could
spill over to banks and markets
in case of tightening of finan-
cial conditions, private credit,

build up are simply too high... cial system strong and lenging. The conflict has exac- and cyber risks that have been
Today's resilience may not Tresilient,” he said at the erbated inflationary pressures compounded by Al
- . - . -

1 dead, 53 hurt in J&K as Bengal bus hits
hillside, vehicle sent for rescue overturns

Jammu, Agency: A tourist died, and 55 others were injured in two sep-
arate but related accidents on Jammu-Srinagar NH in Ramban district on
Saturday morning. The incidents involved a tourist bus returning to West
Bengal and a speeding quick response team (QRT) vehicle that was dis-
patched for the rescue and evacuation efforts. The tourist bus reportedly lost
control and hit a hillside around 8.30am. Jamuna, a resident of West Bengal,
died and 46 others were injured. A QRT vehicle dispatched from Ramban
police lines for the rescue overturned around 9.15 am, injuring nine person-
nel on board," an official said. J&K lieutenant governor Manoj Sinha and
Union minister Jitendra Singh expressed grief over the loss of life and
prayed for the speedy recovery of the injured.



