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Vance's indentured
servants'remark deeply

offensive: Government
B Ml

New Delhi, Agency:
Following a long period of
strained India-US ties, the
gloves came off finally as
India hit out at US Vice
President JD Vance for
labelling H-1B visa hold-
ers and foreign tech pro-

fessionals as foreign
indentured servants, a
characterisation New

Delhi slammed as deeply
offensive and unwarrant-
ed.

The scathing response
followed the US
announcement about the
suspension of many tech
companies, including sev-
eral from India, from
PERM Green Card pro-
gramme. Govt acknowl-
edged the development
may impact the permanent
residency process of eligi-
ble employees even
though the validity of
existing H-1B visas or the
status of those visa holders
and dependants  will
remain unaffected.

Vance had reinforced
the announcement by
declaring that American
workers cannot be laid off
and then replaced with for-
eign indentured servants.
He also insisted that only
top-tier, elite foreign talent
not available domestically
should be brought into US.

MEA countered
Vance's comments as it
said in a statement that
such descriptions were
unwarranted.

MEA: Use of colonial
legacy terminology
deeply offensive: MEA
said US Vice President JD
Vance's comments also
ignored the fact that Indian
professionals in US are
highly educated and
skilled contributors to its
economy and innovation
ecosystem.

SC: Prioritise WB challenges to
deletions over pleas for deletion

New Delhi,

Agency:
With the Kolkata and
Howrah municipal elections
due in Dec and lakhs of
appeals challenging post-SIR
deletion and inclusion of
names pending, Supreme
Court Friday said the tri-
bunals set up to examine
claims should prioritise the
challenges to deletions.

"There is a large chunk of
appeals which seek deletion
of names... These can be
pushed behind the appeals
which seek inclusion of
names," said a bench of CJI
Surya Kant and Justices
Joymalya Bagchi and V
Mohana. They said they
would consider on Oct 16
how to expedite hearings on
petitions.

The bench's observation
came after advocates
Prashant Bhushan and G
Sankaranarayanan com-
plained that pendency of
lakhs of appeals would result
in disenfranchising a large
number of voters in the
municipal elections. It would
be appropriate to allow those
who have appealed against
deletion of their names to
vote, they said.

The bench said, "We are
already working on the issue
of pendency of appeals
before the tribunals...
Probably, we will find a via
media soon... Why the tri-
bunals are taking time is
intrinsically related to issues
which require to be fixed
including architecture of the
software, etc."

CJPprotest: Airfares soar as train services
hit; slight rise in last-minute booking

New Delhi, Agency:
The unprecedented clamp-
down in Delhi in the wake
of CJP protest, including
cancellation of several
trains to the city, saw a
"slight increase" in last-
minute bookings on flights
to and from Indira Gandhi
International Airport
(IGIA) for this weekend.
Airfares on some routes
saw a surge, too.Travel
industry insiders said the
shift could become more
pronounced if the agitation
and the restrictions on

movement continue longer
as the festive season begins
Monday with Navratri.
"There has been a slight
increase in bookings on
Delhi flights for this week-
end. It is too early to say
anything for sure in terms
of train and bus passengers
moving to air as the week-
end flights in the pre-fes-
tive season were pretty full
and the fares were anyway
high," said an airline offi-
cial. A senior official of a
leading  online travel
agency (OTA) said: "Till

Friday night, we didn't see a
major spike in spot fares
from Lucknow, Prayagraj
and other parts of UP. Only
spot fares on Varanasi-

Delhi route for Saturday
were higher by 15% over a
month back. So far, there is
no substantial increase in
flight demand."

OTA sites showed
Varanasi-Delhi  one-way
fares starting at Rs 6,200
and going up to Rs 14,000
Saturday - higher than
usual.

The big worry for air-
lines and Delhi airport is
passengers, crew members
and other staff being able to
reach IGIA in time due to
the feared large-scale dis-

ruption of metro service
and impacted traffic move-
ment.

If the protest continues
for a longer duration and
pushes up demand for air
travel, then airfares - which
are anyway higher due to
spiralling operating costs
from higher jet fuel prices
and a crashing rupee - will
soar further, according to
travel industry stakehold-
ers. Airfares from Amritsar
surged sharply Friday, with
some flights touching Rs
8,000 against the usual one-

way fare of around Rs
4,000.

Fares for the Saturday
flight from Ludhiana saw
fluctuations throughout the
day, soaring as high as Rs

12,987 before falling to Rs

4,301 at 8 pm.
"Those with onward
travel plans, especially

international flights, have
limited choices and are
having to buy expensive
tickets to avoid further can-
cellations or missing their
connections,” said Dalip, a
travel agent in Amritsar.

Pandaveshwar Area Clinches Championship at Sainik School Nalanda Shines as 23

ECL Inter-Area Kaaddi To

DB Reporter

Sanctoria

Eastern

urnament 02627

| KABADDI

Cadets Clear UPSC

DB Reporter
Nalanda : Sainik School

Exa

Coalfields Limited (ECL)
successfully organised the

Nalanda has achieved anoth-
er milestone, with 23 cadets

Inter-Area
Tournament 2026-27
Jhalbagan Ground,

Headquarters,
enthusiasm and

ments of the company.
Pandaveshwar

Kabaddi

at
ECL
with great
sporting
spirit. The tournament wit-
nessed intense competition
among teams representing
various areas and establish-

Area
emerged as the champions,
while Jhanjra Area secured
the runner-up position fol-

lowing a closely conteste
final held on Friday evening.
Dr. Satish Jha, Chairman-

cum-Managing Director
(CMD) of ECL, attended the
event as the Chief Guest.
Addressing the gathering, he
highlighted the importance

cal fitness, discipline, team-
work and camaraderie
among employees. He con-
gratulated both the champion
and runner-up teams on their
performances and presented
prizes to the winners.

qualifying the written exam-
ination of the National
Defence Academy and
Naval Academy
Examination (II), 2026, con-
ducted by the Union Public
Service Commission
(UPSC).

The written examination
was held on September 13,
2026. The successful candi-
dates are now eligible to
appear for the Services
Selection Board (SSB) inter-

|

view conducted under the
Ministry of Defence. The
school will organise special
orientation classes to help
the cadets prepare for the

next stage of the selection
process.

e
The qualifiers are aspir-
ing to join the Army, Navy
and Air Force wings of the
National Defence Academy
for its 158th Course, as well
as the 120th Indian Naval
Academy Course.

SCjunkschallengetoTNspeaker'scalito |-T finds stamp duty, tax evasion

acceptADMKpleatocondone 21'rehels'

New Delhi, Agency: The
Supreme Court Friday refused to
entertain an AIADMK party work-
er's petition challenging the Tamil
Nadu speaker's decision to accept
AIADMK's plea to withdraw dis-
qualification petitions against 21 of
its legislators who had defied party
orders and voted for the confidence
motion moved by the governing
TVK.

A bench headed by Chief Justice
of India Surya Kant said when the
party, to which the MLAs belonged,
has condoned the lapse and with-
drawn its petitions seeking their dis-
qualification, a person who is not
even an MLA cannot challenge the
speaker's decision.

The petitioner said that by their
very conduct, the 25 MLAs, of
whom four have resigned, have
indulged in anti-party activity and

How many trains can one stop? Can't halt youth of India: Union minister Chirag Paswan

are liable for disqualification under
the anti-defection law.

The Supreme Court bench said in
a multi-party democracy like India,
political dynamics in a coalition govt
must be left to the political parties
and decisions in this regard by the
speaker, unless palpably unconstitu-
tional, cannot be interfered with by
the courts.

The Madras high court had ear-
lier dismissed the appellant's writ
petition against the speaker's order
dropping disqualification proceed-
ings against the 21 MLAs.

New Delhi, Agency:
Tax authorities in
Bengaluru have come
across a new tool for evad-
ing taxes and stamp duty,
a development that may
have implications across
states. Initial estimates
suggest land deals of over
Rs 300 crore have seen
under-reporting.The
income tax department's
directorate of intelligence
and criminal investigation
in the southern city has
found several instances of
incomplete disclosure of
the entire sale considera-
tion in the registered sale
deeds. The remaining
amount is paid by execut-

ing unregistered full and

final settlement deeds
with the payment routed
through banking channels.

There are several
instances of the method
being used by local
builders to purchase land
parcels and then develop
them into residential units
and plots.

"Since the additional
payment made is not part

of the sale deed, the buyer
pays no stamp duty and
registration fee to the state
govt, resulting in huge
revenue loss," said a per-
son familiar with the
probe.

The tax authorities
have alerted the registra-
tion department in
Karnataka. Stamp duty
evasion in the state can
result in hefty penalties.

Besides, the buyers did
not deduct TDS despite
purchasing 'urban agricul-
tural land' as a result of
which the additional
amount paid through full
and final settlement deed
remained outside the radar

of the tax department.
Some of the sellers, who
have claimed exemption
from the sale of agricul-
tural land have not filed
their returns, as a result of
which tax was not paid.
"The department also
identified a number of
registered transactions
involving exchange of
property involving
undervaluation of prop-
erties sold, on which
there is short payment of
stamp duty and registra-
tion fee and payment of
additional consideration
outside the book," said a
person in the know.

Assembly bypolls: TVK wins 2 seats

New Delhi, Agency: "They are

No one can stop them," the LJP

the youth of India. Nobody can stop
them," BJP ally and Union minister
Chirag Paswan said Friday, replying

to allegations that govt was

train and metro services to stop peo-
ple from attending Saturday's protest
called by CJP over the SIR issue.
"Some people are trying to spread
such misconceptions. How many
trains can one stop? How many roads

curbing

Lo
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can one block? They are India's

youth, capable of showing the way to
the world. Generations have done it.

was

mous.

(Ram Vilas) president told reporters
on the sidelines of an event. After
CEC Gyanesh Kumar came under
scrutiny following the charge that he
taking unilateral decisions,
Chirag had called for clarification
but quickly backed out after Election
Commission released a statement to
suggest that decisions were unani-

Elon Musk fires another salvo over
Starlink delay, targets Ambani again

New  Delhi, Agency:
SpaceX CEO Elon Musk on
Friday fired another salvo
over the delay in the com-
mercial rollout of Starlink in
India, taking swipe at bil-
lionaire Mukesh Ambani.

In a post on X, Musk
addressed the Reliance
Industries chairman as
"Prime Minister Ambani",
alleging that he was the "real
boss of India" and question-
ing why Starlink was yet to
receive the necessary clear-
ances to begin commercial
operations.

"Dear Prime Minister
Ambani, Please accept my
humble apologies for not

realizing that you are the
real boss of India. Naturally,
you would prefer to main-
tain your monopolistic
exploitation of the great peo-
ple of India, but would you
nonetheless consider allow-
ing Starlink to compete?"
Musk wrote.

He argued that Starlink
could improve access to the
internet in underserved parts
of the country, particularly
for children seeking educa-
tional opportunities and
small businesses looking to
reach international markets.

"There are many areas of
India, as there are in all
countries, with no Internet

access, which denies chil-
dren the opportunity for edu-
cation and for small busi-
nesses the opportunity to sell
their goods to a global mar-
ket. Starlink would change
their lives for the better.
Thank you" he added.

- elonmusk (@elon-
musk)

Musk's latest remarks
come a day after he accused
unnamed Indian business
groups of  obstructing
Starlink's entry to protect
their market positions. He
had alleged that the compa-
ny was being blocked by
"certain oligarchs" seeking
to maintain a "monopolistic

L ol

chokehold on the Indian
people".

The Indian government
has rejected the allegations,
maintaining that the delay
stems from pending regula-
tory and security require-
ments rather than preferen-
tial treatment for domestic
telecom companies.

At the India Mobile
Congress (IMC) 2026 in
New Delhi, Union commu-
nications minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia said
India would not permit a
monopoly in any sector and
that three satellite communi-
cation operators had
received licences.

in TN, BJP also bags 2 in Bengal

Chennai, Agency: TVK
cleared its first test barely five
months after forming govt in
Tamil Nadu, winning the
bypolls in two assembly con-
stituencies, while in West
Bengal, BJP retained
Nandigram - CM Suvendu
Adhikari's backyard - and
wrested Rejinagar from AJUP
(Aam Janata Unnayan Party),
winning both assembly bypolls
in its first electoral test since
coming to office in state.

All-India NR Congress, an
NDA ally, retained
Thattanchavady assembly seg-
ment, with Ashok Anand
defeating his nearest Congress
rival by over 8,400 votes. BJP
regained Assam's Nagaon Lok
Sabha constituency, with ex-
IAS officer Devasish Sharma
securing about 50% of the vote.
AIUDF chief Badruddin Ajmal
finished second, followed by
Congress's  Sibamoni Bora.
Sharma, who was Nagaon dis-
trict commissioner when he
took VRS and had joined BJP
last month, led Ajmal by over
1.5 lakh votes, while Bora
trailed by over 1.2 lakh votes.

A victory for political deco-
rum and personal decency, says

Wy e ‘ N

Vijay: Though Madurantakam
and Dharapuram in Tamil Nadu
presented different political ter-
rain, TVK won both seats with
comfortable margins by field-
ing former AIADMK MLAs
Maragatham Kumaravel and P
Sathyabama, who had joined
the governing party barely 20
days after the assembly elec-
tion results in May.
Sathyabama won Dharapuram
by 9,471 votes, while
Maragatham secured
Madurantakam with a margin
of 20,040 votes.

DMK finished second in
both seats, while AIADMK,
which had won the two seg-
ments in the April assembly
election, was pushed to third.
The results increase TVK's
strength in the 234-member
assembly from 107 to 109.
"This is a victory for political
decorum and personal decency.



