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Not ruled on Form
6 yet, neither
approved nor dis-
approved it: SC

New
The  Supreme  Court
Monday said it is yet to test
the validity of the new
Form 6 used during the
Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) exercise for the inclu-
sion of new voters in the
poll roll and clarified that it
has neither approved nor
disapproved it.

A bench of CJI Surya
Kant and Justices Joymalya
Bagchi and V Mohana
made the oral observation
when a lawyer said that the
Election Commission has
issued a press note purport-
ing to convey that SC had
upheld Form 6 while vali-
dating SIR in Bihar.

"There is no adjudica-
tion of the new Form 6 yet.
When the Bihar SIR judge-
ment was delivered (by the
SC), the new Form 6 was
not in existence. The judge-
ment does not say whether
Form 6 is approved or dis-
approved by SC. We will
examine it in the other
pending matters," said
Justice Bagchi, rebutting
claims that SC had criti-
cised the introduction of
Form 6 at its last hearing on
SIR-related issue.

CJI also disapproved of
the lawyer's argument of
SC's purported observation
earlier that Form 6 has not
been approved. "Do not
pick a word or sentence
from an oral observation
during a hearing and cite it
as precedent," it said,

Delhi, Agency:

Tata Power, Imperial College London Partner to Advance Clean Energy Innovation

DB Reporter

Jamshedpur : Tata Power

and Imperial College
London have signed a
Memorandum of

Understanding (MoU) to
explore collaboration in
research, technology
development and knowl-
edge exchange aimed at
advancing next-generation
energy systems and sup-
porting India—UK net-zero
ambitions.The partnership
will focus on key areas of
the energy transition,
including grid flexibility,
energy storage, artificial
intelligence (Al), machine
learning (ML), digital ener-
gy systems and industrial
decarbonisation. It seeks to
combine Tata Power’s
experience in developing

Delhi Police seeks extension of CAPF deploy-
ment till Oct 20 amld protest fears

New Delhi, Agency:

Police on Tuesday sought an exten-
sion of the deployment of 273 com-
panies of the Central Armed Police
Forces (CAPF) in the national capi-
tal till October 20, citing the possi-
bility of protests by the Cockroach
Janta Party (CJP) and other organi-
sations, news agency Media report-

ed citing sources.

The deployment was scheduled
to end on Monday. Police has writ-
ten to the Union home ministry
seeking an extension to maintain
law and order and manage potential
demonstrations. Police has flagged
the possibility of protests at sensi-

tive locations, including

Mantar, the Election Commission,
Parliament House and India Gate.
Demonstrations by the Bhim Army,
student groups and other political

and operating energy infra-
structure at scale with
Imperial College London’s
research expertise in engi-
neering, digital technolo-
gies and low-carbon solu-
tions.The  collaboration
comes amid growing
India—UK cooperation on
clean energy and climate
action. Under the
India~UK Vision 2035,
both countries have identi-
fied energy storage and
grid transformation as
important areas for joint
efforts, alongside Al,
renewable energy, hydro-
gen and carbon capture.
The Vision also highlights
the Net Zero Innovation
Partnership as a mecha-
nism to promote deep-tech
solutions and create new
markets for climate inno-

vation.UK  Government
Business and  Trade
Secretary Jonathan
Reynolds said the partner-
ship demonstrated the
potential of combining
British research capabili-
ties with Indian industrial
expertise. He said the col-
laboration could help trans-
late innovation into clean-
er, smarter energy solutions
while supporting employ-
ment and economic growth
in both countries.Harjinder
Kang, His Majesty’s Trade
Commissioner for South
Asia and British Deputy
High Commissioner for
Western India, said the ini-
tiative would bring togeth-
er world-class British
research and Indian indus-
trial capabilities to acceler-
ate energy innovation, cre-

Delhi

concerns.

Jantar

against

organisations are also among the

301 CAPF companies were
approved for deployment in Delhi,
221 on October 6 and another 80 on
October 8. Of the additional 80
companies, 28 had not reported to
Delhi Police as of Monday, the
sources cited by Media said.

The request comes after protests
Chief

ders.

Election

Commissioner
over alleged irregularities in the
Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls.

Over the weekend, security was
tightened across the capital, 45
metro stations were closed and
checks intensified at Delhi's bor-
Thousands
including CJP leaders and former
chief ministers, were detained.

ate commermal opportuni-
ties and promote sustain-
able growth.Dr Praveer
Sinha, CEO and Managing
Director of Tata Power,
said India’s energy transi-
tion increasingly required
reliable and flexible grids,
energy storage and inte-
grated digital systems
alongside rapid renewable
energy expansion. He said
the collaboration would
help address practical
industry challenges and

explore solutions relevant
to India and the wider
global energy transition.

Professor Mary Ryan, Vice
Provost for Research and
Enterprise at Imperial
College London, described
Tata Power as a valuable
partner because of its
extensive energy expertise
and ability to implement
solutions at scale. She
highlighted Imperial’s
strengths in science, engi-
neering and business, as

well as its interdisciplinary
approach to addressing
complex challenges.Tata
Power operates across
power generation, trans-
mission, distribution and
renewable energy, while
Imperial brings research
capabilities spanning ener-
gy systems, engineering,
digital technologies, eco-
nomics and decarbonisa-
tion.The partners aim to
translate research into
practical applications and
demonstrate solutions that
could make energy sys-
tems  more flexible,
resilient and less carbon-
intensive. The MoU also
seeks to expand knowl-
edge exchange  and
strengthen innovation
links between India and
the United Kingdom.

Gyanesh Kumar

of protesters,

Panel to address grievances
of sugarcane growers

New Delhi, Agency:
Govt Monday announced
establishment of a high-
level committee within a
week to address the griev-
ances of sugarcane farm-
ers over discrepancies in
sugar recovery, weigh-
ment and payments. The
announcement was made
at a meeting chaired by
agriculture minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan which was
attended by farmers from
Mabharashtra and Karnataka.

Chouhan and food minis-
ter Pralhad Joshi held detailed
discussions with a delegation
of farmers from the two
major cane-growing states.

About 80-90 farmers from

different
attended, along with state
ministers. The committee will
comprise representatives of
the Centre, Karnataka and
Maharashtra govts,
organisations and sugar mills,
besides
experts and scientists.

organisations

farmer

subject-matter

3.85L complaints, appeals pending Quit, we'll find replacement, Kerala

with 28 information commissions Congress tells CJ I, then deletes post

RTI
S

,“33\

rv‘\ Lf"nh ey

adding the new plea would
be tagged with the pending
ones on SIR.

Steelmaker to steer
440 crore revamp
of 9 ITIs

New Delhi, Agency: Over
3.85 lakh appeals and complaints
were pending across 28 informa-
tion commissions as of June 30
this year. Moreover, 14 commis-
sions have an estimated waiting
time of 1 year or more to dispose
’ of a matter. These findings are
. . part of the 'Report Card on the

its numbers if it has a
mature and committed
neta who doesn't enjoy
200 holidays in a year.
Targeting Congress,
BJP MP Nishikant
Dubey said, "After
President, V-P, PM and
CEC, Maharaja Rahul

New Delhi, Agency:
Hitting out at Congress
after its Kerala unit
sought Chief Justice
Surya Kant's resigna-
tion, BJP Monday said it
is a confirmation of its
charge that the party is
out to destroy constitu-

seeking to intimidate
and destroy institutions.
Union minister Kiren
Rijiju said the
Congress's next target is
judiciary as it wants to
destroy all constitutional
and democratic institu-
tions of the country. "All

w"m b ,m &/\ f"

information was available. During
the same period, 2,41,627 cases

comments were seen as

% | Performance  of  Information ~were disposed of by 28 commis-  (jona institutions. a reiteration of doctrine  anti-India gangs are Gandhi  has  now
Commissions in India 2025-26' sions. The Maharashtra SIC dis- Reacting the CJI'ss ©of the separation of joining hands. All patri- demanded CJI's resigna-
& 1 released by voluntary organisation posed of the highest number of  .omments to the media powers among different ‘otic Indians will also tion t0o."

cases (54,985), followed by the
SICs of Karnataka (38,656),
Tamil Nadu (23,808), UP (21,528)
and CIC (17,319). The number of

institutions.

Kerala  Congress,
facing backlash, later
deleted the post and

Now, he said, Rahul
will be PM, Sharjeel
Imam president,
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra

over the Delhi protests
that law and order is not
his domain, Kerala
Congress said he should

come together. Protest is
the right of every citizen
but brazenly abusing
constitutional authorities

bt Satark Nagrik Sangathan.
— . The report is primarily based
on an analysis of information
accessed under the RTI Act from

29 information commissions appeals and complaints pending  ihen quit. "We will find removed the person jg deplorable. Congress the CJI and Khalistani
across India. Data shows 2,61,669 on June 30, 2025, in 29 informa-  your replacement who responsible from his g direction-less now." activist ~ Gurpatwant
appeals and complaints were reg- tion commissions stood at over  .ap handle it," it said. post. However, BJP said In a swipe at Singh Pannun the CEC.
istered between July 1, 2025, and 4.13 lakh compared to this year's The CJI was speak- it was confirmation of (Congress MP Rahul India's ambassador to
June 30, 2026, by 27 information figure of over 3.85 lakh for 28 ing on sidelines of an their charge that the Gandhi, he said the US will be George

New Delhi, Agency: A
Rs 440-crore overhaul will
put ArcelorMittal Nippon
Steel India (AM/NS India)

commissions for which relevant commissions. NHRC event, opposition party was

60% of 33 lakh who received SIR

and his Congress can improve

SC refuses to stay graft FIR linked

Soros, Dubey added.

in charge of nine govt

Industrial Training
Institutes (ITIs) in Gujarat
and Andhra. The company
will hold a 51% stake in
entities managing the insti-
tutes under PM-SETU.
Skill development min-
istry Monday signed share-
holders' agreements cover-
ing five ITIs in Surat and
four in Visakhapatnam. Rs
240 crore is earmarked for
Surat and Rs 200 crore for
Visakhapatnam. Centre
and state govts will each
hold 24.5% equity. SPVs
will manage modernisation
and operations. AM/NS
India will implement the
projects with New Age

Makers' Institute of
Technology as partner.
Plans include modern

workshops and laborato-
ries, new trades, revised
courses and more practical
training.

PM-SETU has Rs
60,000-crore outlay and
aims to upgrade 1,000 govt
ITIs and strengthen five
National Skill Training
Institutes. Funding
includes Rs 30,000 crore
from Centre, Rs 20,000
crore from states and Rs
10,000 crore from industry.

notices 1n Delhl are now verified

New Delhi, Agency:
Over 60% of the 33 lakh
voters who got SIR
notices in Delhi have been
verified after the Election
Commission eased the
verification process late
last month.

BLOs are now visiting
homes to collect docu-
ments, instead of requir-
ing people to appear for
hearings at govt offices.
Also, BLO have been
empowered to make cor-
rections for minor issues,
such as spelling mistakes,
without seeking extensive
documentation.

About 33 lakh voters,
including chief minister
Rekha Gupta, AAP
national convener Arvind
Kejriwal, external affairs
minister S Jaishankar and
BJP veteran LK Advani
got notices in Sept.

While over 19 lakh
voters were flagged for
"logical discrepancies”,
including mismatches in
names and age-related
inconsistencies, nearly 14
lakh were classified as

"unmapped" because their

records could not be
linked to the 2002 SIR.
The notices sought clarifi-
cation and supporting doc-
uments to verify eligibility
for inclusion in the final
SIR roll, scheduled for
Dec 4.

The office of the chief
electoral officer of Delhi,
in a post on X Monday,
said: "We had started a
proactive campaign to
resolve these issues (dis-
crepancies). By now
around 20 lakh cases out
of 33 lakh have been
resolved. If any person has
any grievance, please feel
free to contact any of the
14,947  BLOs, 902
AEROs, 70 EROs, 13
DEOs or the CEO. No eli-

gible voter will be exclud-
ed from the voter list."

An official told Media,
"The disposal of SIR
notices was very slow
until the third week of
Sept but picked up after
we introduced new meas-
ures. Nearly 15,000 BLOs
have been asked to clear at
least 10 notices daily. In
cases involving logical
discrepancies, they have
been instructed to verify
the voter's age, Indian cit-
izenship and ordinary res-
idence in the constituency.
Eligible voters will not be
removed merely because
of logical inconsistencies
in their records."

A few BLOs told
Media they are using BLO
declarations to verify vot-

&

ers with minor dlscrepan
cies, such as a missing let-
ter in the name, after
checking documents and
getting the voter's signa-
ture on the declarations.
Some BLOs said they had
been using such declara-
tions for quite some time
now. AEROs, meanwhile,
have been asked to upload
details of resolved cases
without delay. "We found
that some AEROs were
not uploading the cases
they had already verified,
partly because the dead-
line for completing the
exercise was still weeks
away. They have been
instructed to ensure that
resolved cases are
uploaded promptly," said
the official.

In cases where voters
could not be mapped to
the previous electoral
rolls, BLOs have been
asked to clear the cases
promptly after taking and
checking prescribed docu-
ments, such as a voter's
date of birth and other
documents.

to Punjab CMO but restrains CBI
from coercive action

New Delhi, Agency: In a
relief to Punjab govt, Supreme
Court Monday directed that no
coercive steps be taken by the
CBI in a case registered in con-
nection with corruption allega-
tions linked to the office of
Punjab chief minister
Bhagwant Mann.

A bench of Justices M M
Sundresh and Prasanna B
Varale, however, said that it
was not staying the FIR regis-
tered in the case and issued
notice to the CBI on the peti-
tion filed by govt challenging
the HC's direction to register
the case. It also asked the state
to cooperate with the investiga-
tion. The apex court's order
means that the CBI can carry
on with the investigation but it
cannot arrest anyone without
the court's approval. The CBI
FIR concerns alleged corrup-
tion and influence-peddling
involving Mann's officer on
special duty (OSD), Rajbir
Singh Ghuman, and five other
named accused. The case
relates to alleged bribes paid to
influence govt transfers and
postings, tenders, policy deci-
sions, licencing and land-relat-

«

)

ed matters. The CBI registered
the FIR on Oct 5, 2026, follow-
ing a direction from the Punjab
and Haryana HC. The state
thereafter immediately moved
SC against the HC order.

Senior advocates Vikas
Singh and Siddharth Luthra,
appearing for state govt, plead-
ed for interim relief, which was
granted by the court. It also
sought a response from the CBI
on state govt's plea for quash-
ing of the FIR in the case. Govt
said the high court erred in
passing an order for the regis-
tration of an FIR into decisions
of public servants on transfers,
tenders and policy without the
previous approval mandated by
Section 17A of the Prevention
of Corruption Act.



