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Tata Power Advances 2.8 GW Data Centre
Pipeline to Support India's AI Growth

DB Reporter

Jamshedpur : Tata Power is
strengthening its position in
India's rapidly expanding data
centre sector, with an opportuni-
ty pipeline exceeding 2.8 GW
across renewable energy, trans-
mission and distribution, and
integrated infrastructure solu-
tions.

The company is engaging in
29 active workstreams involv-
ing 18 leading domestic and
international data centre opera-
tors as demand for artificial
intelligence (Al), cloud comput-
ing and digital services contin-
ues to rise.

Tata  Power's  pipeline
includes approximately 430
MW of upcoming load under its
distribution network, 1,236 MW
of transmission-linked opportu-
nities and 1,150 MW of green
energy capacity under active
engagement.

Leveraging its presence
across generation, transmission
and distribution, the company
aims to offer data centre devel-

'EC should regain credibility': Ashok
Lavasa says poll panel must regain
public trust amid SIR controversy

TATA
TATA POWER

opers a comprehensive range of
solutions, including powered
land, grid connectivity, renew-
able energy, energy storage,
cooling systems and utility
infrastructure. These offerings
are designed to support hyper-
scale facilities and next-genera-
tion Al-ready digital infrastruc-
ture.In the Mumbai
Metropolitan Region (MMR),
Tata Power is upgrading its 110

kV and 220 kV transmission
networks to meet the growing
electricity requirements of large
data centres. The company is
expanding transformation and
transmission capacities while
developing network redundancy
to ensure reliable and uninter-
rupted power supply.It is also
developing new receiving sta-
tions and advancing a 400 kV
transmission ring network to

create a resilient grid capable of
supporting future digital infra-
structure. These initiatives form
part of Tata Power's ?15,000
crore Mumbai Grid Upgradation
and Expansion Plan.

India's expanding role in
global AI and digital infrastruc-
ture is expected to drive sub-
stantial electricity demand.
According to estimates from the
Central Electricity Authority
cited by the Ministry of Power,
Al-led data centres could add
around 26.3 GW of power
demand by FY2031-32.

The International Energy
Agency has also highlighted the
growing contribution of emerg-
ing economies, including India,
to data centre expansion and
electricity consumption.

With its integrated energy
capabilities and expanding
infrastructure investments, Tata
Power is positioning itself to
address the evolving power
requirements of India's digital
economy and support the
development of large-scale data
centres.

India reaffirms Ladakh status as
China says it doesn't recognise the UT

New Delhi, Agency: Diplomatic ten-
sions flared again between India and
China after Beijing strongly opposed
India's decision to officially map and
standardise 28 places in Ladakh, includ-
ing some in Aksai China, and reaffirmed
that it does not recognise the Union
Territory (UT) of Ladakh.In a swift
rebuttal, New Delhi reiterated no amount
of Chinese denial can change the estab-
lished fact that the Ladakh UT is an inte-
gral and inalienable part of India.

According to the ministry of home
affairs (MHA), which announced the
standardisation in a press release on
October 2, identifying the places/ geo-
graphical features formally on the Survey
of India map was aimed at facilitating
their accurate recognition and better
awareness among the public at large.
MEA spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal reit-
erated the same, saying the MHA state-
ment was self-explanatory.

"The announcement mentions that the
twenty-eight (28) places/features located
in the UT of Ladakh have been identified
with standard place and feature names on
the official map of Survey of India, and it
has been done in consultation with the
Union Territory of Ladakh and local
stakeholders," he said.

The Chinese foreign ministry
described the Indian move as illegal say-

ing it doesn't change the fact that the
western sector of the China-India bound-

ary belongs to China. "China has never
recognized the so-called Union Territory
of Ladakh unilaterally and illegally
established by India, and firmly opposes
the so-called standardized names publi-
cised by India," said spokesperson Mao
Ning. However, China itself has renamed
places in Arunachal Pradesh on at least
half a dozen occasions in the past 10
years, including twice in 2026, to rein-
force its claim over the Indian state.

The fresh cartographic tussle comes
in the middle of the ongoing normalisa-
tion of the bilateral relationship after a
military standoff in eastern Ladakh.

Sunak meets Modi, hails his leadership as
UK-India ties go 'from strength to strength'

New Delhi, Agency: Former election
commissioner Ashok Lavasa on Tuesday
said the Election Commission of India
(ECI) was facing an unprecedented level
of controversy and urged the poll body to
regain public trust amid protests over
alleged irregularities in the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls. Drawing a parallel with cricket,
Lavasa said the credibility of an election
depended on people believing that the
poll panel was impartial.

"If people feel that the umpire is not
neutral, they will question the winning
team's victory as well," he said while
addressing a citizens' convention in
Kolkata virtually, according to news
agency Media.

Lavasa's remarks came as opposition
parties intensified their protests against
alleged "vote chori", demanding the res-
ignation of chief election commissioner
(CEC) Gyanesh Kumar over the SIR
exercise.

Opposition leaders have taken to the
streets in recent days and clashed with
police in New Delhi.

"The EC should regain its credibility
and people's trust. The Election
Commission of India, whose position is
very high and possibly the highest among
all public institutions, is today mired in
controversies and people are taking to the
streets to protest,” Lavasa said.

Questions over dissent within
Election Commission: The former elec-

Sensexjumps 1100 afterfinance minister's remarks sparkLTCG cut hopes Oma

Mumbai, Agency: Finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman Tuesday said the govt was open and keen to "hear" discussions around
the long-term capital gains (LTCG) tax as it was "healthy" to have the debate.
The minister, however, declined to be specific on the matter as preparations for the Union Budget in |

Feb are already underway.

tion commissioner referred to an Indian
Express report that election commission-
ers Sukhbir Singh Sandhu and Vivek
Joshi had objected on record at least 14
times over the past 10 months to deci-
sions and orders they said had been
issued without their knowledge.

The objections reportedly came even
as the nationwide SIR exercise was being
overseen by the full commission.

Lavasa questioned the lack of pub-
licly available meeting minutes, saying it
was difficult to establish whether deci-
sions had been taken unanimously or by
a majority.

"This casts a doubt in the minds of the
people whether the decisions of the
Election Commission, including on the
SIR, were unanimous or taken by major-
ity," he said. He also said the Election
Commission had not provided an authen-
tic clarification on the reported differ-
ences between its members. "Some press
statements have been issued, but those
create more questions and generate more
doubts than they answer," Lavasa said.

The poll panel has maintained that
differing views and observations are a
normal part of deliberations in any insti-
tution. It has also said that all its orders
carry full legal sanction and follow estab-
lished statutory procedures.

The EC added that all three commis-
sioners, as well as its officers, were
authorised to offer suggestions to
improve the electoral system.

New Delhi, Agency:
Former UK prime minister
Rishi Sunak met Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in
New Delhi on Tuesday and
congratulated him on com-
pleting 25 years in public
service. Praising PM Modi's
commitment and work ethic,
Sunak said the UK-India rela-
tionship was going from
"strength to strength" under
his leadership.

In a post on X, Sunak
recalled working with PM
Modi during his tenure as
prime minister and highlight-
ed the importance of closer
cooperation between the two
countries in trade, technology
and artificial intelligence (AI).

"Prime Minister Narendra
Modi great to see you in New
Delhi today. Congratulations
on 25 years in public service,
a remarkable achievement. It
was a pleasure to work with
you when I was Prime
Minister," Sunak wrote.

Praising Modi's approach
to public service, he added,
"Your commitment, your work
ethic, your energy is an exam-
ple to us all."

On bilateral ties, Sunak

said, "The UK India relation-
ship is going from strength to
strength under your leader-
ship. Our two countries coop-
erating more on trade, tech
and Al is vital in a less pre-
dictable world."

He also expressed confi-
dence in the future of the part-
nership, writing, "I know that
Britain and India will continue
to grow ever closer in the
years ahead."

Earlier on Tuesday, Sunak
spoke about the changing
global order and the growing
ability of countries such as
India and those in the Gulf to
pursue independent foreign
policy positions amid increas-
ing geopolitical uncertainty.

Speaking at a panel discus-

"The End of
the
Bloomberg New Economy
Forum 2026 in New Delhi,

sion titled
Predictability” at

Sunak said the world was
moving away from the multi-
lateral, rules-based framework
that had shaped the global
economy.
- RishiSunak
(@RishiSunak)
"We all grew up investing
in, operating in a multilateral
rules-based framework, large-
ly enforced by US President
Trump is not a cause for that;
he's a symptom of that, and
the world that we're in now is
one where we don't quite
know what we've settled down
to, and that creates an enor-
mous amount of geopolitical

uncertainty and indeed dan-
ger," he said. Sunak also
described China's emergence
as a strategic competitor to the
United States as a significant
shift. "So, China is a peer
competitor for the US across
economic, military, and tech-
nological domains. That is a
new feature of the world econ-
omy," he said.

Meanwhile, India and the
UK have agreed to exchange
annual data on the utilisation
of tariff concessions under
their Comprehensive
Economic and Trade
Agreement (CETA). The deci-
sion was taken at the 16th
meeting of the India-UK Joint
Economic and Trade
Committee (JETCO) in New
Delhi on Monday.

Commerce and industry
minister Piyush Goyal and UK
business secretary Jonathan
Reynolds reviewed progress
since the agreement came into
force on July 15, 2026. The
annual data exchange is
intended to support smoother
implementation and help more
businesses, particularly small
and medium-sized enterprises,
benefit from the pact.

r, Mehbooba, Mirwaiz oppose bid
to enforce uniform Friday

The FM's comments raised investors' hopes of a reduction in LTCG tax and securities transaction
tax (STT), a longstanding demand among foreign funds who have been big sellers in the Indian market
in the last two years. As a result, after a steady start, stock prices jumped with the sensex finally settling
1.5% or 1,109 points up at 73,034 points while Nifty closed 1.6% or 359 points up at 22,722 points.

RBI steps to check rupee volatility: FM: While responding to an observation that investors, espe-
cially foreign funds, were keen on removal of capital gains tax and streamlining of taxation before they started investing in India,
Sitharaman said, "Two years ago, we had bought all the asset classes similarly and people thought that I was increasing the tax.

New Delhi, Agency: US
secretary of state Marco
Rubio will visit Mumbai and
Jamnagar from October 17 to
22 as part of a trip to India
and Uzbekistan, with talks in
India set to focus on strength-
ening bilateral strategic ties
and expanding energy coop-
eration.

According to a media note
issued by the US department
of state, Rubio will travel to
Samarkand in Uzbekistan
before arriving in India for
his second official visit to the
country this year. During his
India visit, Rubio is set to
meet senior government offi-
cials to strengthen the US-

India strategic partnership,
exchange views on regional
and global developments, and
discuss prospects for
enhanced energy coopera-
tion. He will also meet busi-
ness leaders to explore

US secretary of state Rubio to travel to India next week
energy, strategic partnership and investment in focus

opportunities for commercial
investment and economic
cooperation between the two
countries.

Before travelling to India,
Rubio will participate in the
C5+1 Ministerial in

Uzbekistan, where he is
expected to highlight strate-
gic cooperation between
Washington and the five
Central Asian countries:
Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan,
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and
the Kyrgyz Republic.

Rubio will also hold bilat-
eral meetings with senior
officials from the participat-
ing countries. The
Uzbekistan leg of his trip will
include a US commercial del-
egation comprising more
than 200 business leaders,
aimed at strengthening com-
mercial ties between the
United States and Central
Asia.

Srinagar, Agency: The J&K Waqf
Board's move to introduce uniform
Friday sermons across Jammu &
Kashmir has drawn fierce criticism in the
region from key political figures, includ-
ing CM Omar Abdullah.

"This is an unacceptable attempt by
BJP to interfere in the religious affairs of
Muslims and will not be accepted under
any circumstances. The BJP-appointed
chairperson must immediately halt this
misplaced attempt to please her masters,"
Omar said. Waqf Board chairperson Dr
Darakhshan Andrabi belongs to BIJP.
PDP president Mehbooba Mufti called
for the transfer of Waqf administration in
J&K to the elected government. "This is
the BJP's agenda to harass Muslims.
They want to interfere in our religious
affairs. Just like the Uniform Civil Code,
they also want to impose uniformity in
this matter. These are our mosques, built
with our people's money. Our imams and
maulvis know what to say and when,"
she said.

On Saturday, Andrabi chaired a meet-
ing of muftis, imams and other religious
scholars proposing a committee to identi-
fy and finalise topics for Friday sermons
in advance and communicate them to
mosque imams associated with Waqf-
managed institutions across J&K and
other mosques. The meeting, according
to Andrabi, was attended by around
1,500 imams and Islamic scholars.

Andrabi said the Waqf Board has not
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issued any order or directive on the issue.
She said religious scholars and imams
proposed uniform Friday sermons to
address social evils like drug abuse, sui-
cide and late marriages. "All imams and
preachers had assembled and there was
no role of the Waqf board officials in it,"
she said.

Rejecting criticism from political fig-
ures, Andrabi said Muslim scholars asso-
ciated with the Waqf Board were quali-
fied to take such decisions and urged
politicians to stay out of the matter. "If
politicians are of the view that imams
should not talk about drug abuse and
other evils, then fine," she said. Hurriyat
Conference chairman Mirwaiz Umar
Farooq, who also heads Muttahida
Majlis-e-Ulema (MMU), the largest rep-
resentative organization of Islamic schol-
ars, imams, and socio-religious bodies in
J&K, said MMU strongly rejects any
attempt by the Waqf Board to prescribe
uniform Friday sermons. "The religious
guidance is the domain of ulema and
imams, not state-linked bodies.



