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BRIFF NEWS

ED seizes assets worth
over Rs 2,000 crore of
Reliance Power

New Delhi, Agency:

The Enforcement
Directorate (ED)
Wednesday said it has

seized Indian assets worth
Rs 2,033 crore belonging to
Reliance Power Ltd (RPL),
an entity of the Reliance
Anil Ambani Group, under

'Pakistan needs to look inwards': India ques-
tions UN rights body s silence on PoK unrest

New Delhi, Agency:
India has asked the UN
human rights body when it
would issue a report seeking
answers from Pakistan on
steps taken to address con-
cerns over the situation in
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir
(PoK), including investiga-
tions into killings and
restrictions on internet
access. First Secretary at the
Permanent Mission of
India, Anuj Swarup, deliv-
ered the statement during an
interactive dialogue with
the UN High Commissioner
for Human Rights at the
81st session of the UN

Committee on Wednesday.
"When can we expect
OHCHR to issue a report on
the steps taken by the
Government of Pakistan on
this? Pakistan would do
well to look inwards and
reflect on how such rights
are not being enjoyed in its

Pakhtunkhwa, and for that
matter, in Rawalakot, which
is under its illegal occupa-
tion," Swarup said.

Swarup referred to
detailed statements by the
Office of the UN High
Commissioner for Human
Rights (OHCHR) and the

situation in PoK. The state-
ments called for prompt,
thorough and impartial
investigations into killings
allegedly carried out by
armed and security forces.
They also urged authori-
ties to ensure that detained
leaders of the Joint Awami
Action Committee had
access to legal representa-
tion and their families, and
were afforded due process
and a fair trial. The state-
ments further called for lift-
ing internet restrictions
across Pakistan-occupied
Jammu and Kashmir and
holding meaningful politi-

grievances of the local pop-
ulation. The High
Commissioner had also
noted that dozens of people,
mostly protesters but also
law enforcement personnel,
had reportedly been killed
since June, ahead of the
July 27 Legislative
Assembly elections.
Swarup said the OHCHR
had adopted an approach of
"extreme selectivity" in
addressing such incidents.
"Violent responses to
protests in our neighbour-
hood as well as in the west
have gone uncommented.
Needless to say, such dou-

loss of trust in multilateral-
ism and the work of
OHCHR," he said.

Swarup said India's free-
dom movement, led by
Mahatma Gandhi, champi-
oned non-violence and
equality, values that also
shaped the Constitution,
which guarantees funda-
mental rights to every citi-
zen. "Indian citizens exer-
cise rights subject to main-
tenance of public order and
safety. Our law enforcement
authorities act strictly in
accordance with the law,
and our courts remain avail-
able for redressal of any

General Assembly's Third large part, including Khyber High Commissioner on the cal dialogue to address the ble standards contribute to

'"White supremacist views': US teen held with
rifle, ammo over Hindu temple attack plot

New Delhi, Agency:
Police in Palatine, Illinois,
arrested a 19-year-old man
following an investigation
into threats of a potential
mass shooting at a Hindu
temple.

The investigation began
on October 11, when the
Palatine Police Department
received information from the
Mount Prospect Police Department
about concerning electronic commu-
nications  allegedly sent by
Alexandros Paporakis. Investigators
said Paporakis had shared a docu-
ment outlining an alleged plan for a
mass shooting at the Hindu temple.
He also shared images of a rifle,
magazines, body armour and other
tactical gear and accessories.

FBI investigators examined elec-

Won't accept lame excuses India & US nearing a landing point
SC to EC on 2023 case on trade deal EAM Jaishankar

New Delhi, Agency:
India and the US are
heading towards a land-
ing point on the trade
deal that they have been
negotiating for over 18

Foreign Exchange grievance," he said.

Management Act (FEMA),
for the alleged siphoning of
assets worth an equivalent
amount to tax havens of
British  Virgin Islands
(BVI) and Cayman Islands.

The attached assets
include bank balances of
RPL and its shareholding in
Sasan Power Limited. "The
Headquarter Investigation
Unit has seized assets
worth ?2,032.81 crore in
India belonging to RPL,
which are equivalent to the
foreign exchange held out-
side India in contravention
of FEMA," ED said. ED
has already attached assets
worth thousands of crores
of the Anil Ambani group,
including his residences in
Mumbai, in  multiple
money laundering cases
involving over Rs 40,000
crore.

ED said its investigation
into findings of Sebi, per-
taining to write-offs/provi-
sions aggregating
72,101.46 crore made by
RPL in its books of
account, had revealed that
"these write-offs were
related to overseas invest-
ments and advances made
to companies in the British
Virgin Islands (BVI) and
the Cayman Islands".

India working on China
ties, says Plyush Goyal

New Delhi, Agency: India
is working to develop rela-
tions with China once again,
provided continuity in the
engagement is warranted,
geopolitical situation does not
deteriorate and a fair deal is
ensured, said commerce and
industry minister Piyush
Goyal Wednesday, adding
that the "last word" on this
journey is not yet scripted.
"...I think we had some con-
cerns in the past. We are
working to develop the rela-
tions with China once again,"
said Goyal in response to a
query whether China can be a
part of joint ventures in criti-
cal sectors at the Bloomberg

tronic communications and
a document attributed to
Paporakis titled "Why I
Fought: A K A: (Aurora
Shooter's Manifesto)." The
document contained white
supremacist and extremist
views, including references
to violence against people of
South Asian heritage, particu-

larly those of Indian descent.
Detectives believe Paporakis
may have been planning an attack on
October 11, possibly targeting a
Hindu place of worship in the Aurora
area. Police subsequently contacted
Hindu places of worship within their
jurisdiction to alert them to the
threat. Paporakis was charged with
one count of making a terrorist
threat, a Class X felony, and one
count of unlawful possession of

weapons. He appeared for a deten-
tion hearing on Wednesday, where a
judge ordered him to remain in cus-
tody. "The seriousness of this alleged
threat cannot be overstated. Through
the immediate sharing of informa-
tion and coordinated response by the
Palatine and Mount Prospect Police
Departments, officers were able to
identify and take the suspect into
custody. We are grateful for the FBI's
assistance in the subsequent investi-
gation and commend the individual
who initially came forward with this
information. Protecting our commu-
nities and places of worship remains
a priority, and we will continue
working with our law enforcement
partners as this investigation moves
forward," Palatine Police Chief
William Nord said, as cited by
Media.

New Economy Forum. China
is the second-largest trading
partner for India, with bilater-
al trade rising nearly 8% in
2025-26 to $128 billion.
Goyal also said ties between

India and US remain "sub-
stantive" and "very conse-
quential" for the world, which
are poised to get better, irre-
spective of any changes in
political thinking in both the
countries.

ate with an economy like
the US, obviously one
part of it is what you
work out between your-
selves and the US, and
one part of it is how do

India were working to
finalise the agreement
but it was not imminent.

Jaishankar also spoke
about Washington's new
approach to economic

. months, Union external you fare vis-a-vis com- engagement. "...That's

No cancellation of affairs ~ minister S Jaishankar said both petitive economies,” he what the whole tariff
3 q Jaishankar  said on sides continued to iron said. "And that part of it debate is about. And the
SErvices, cut In Wednesday  reviving out differences. "I think is not entirely clear two are connected:

. . optimism about the suc- we are waiting on a few because not everybody access to the American

metro train trlps on cessful conclusion of the things,” he said at the has worked out a deal. I economy and the re-
ongoing talks soon. Bloomberg New think the trade ministers, industrialisation of

OCtOher 10 SC tOld New Delhi, Agency: SC on ment...Whatever you have, pro- Finance minister Economy Forum. USTR and our com- America. Therefore,
Wednesday pulled up EC for say- duce it on the next date. Nirmala Sitharaman had Jaishankar said merce and industry min- what is happening is

Otherwise, we will have to draw
an adverse inference. We will not

ing it was unable to trace the
2023 video recording of counting

suggested earlier this
month there was a dead-

ister are working on
that... My sense is that

India's trade minister, the
US Trade Representative

every significant econo-
my is getting into a nego-

of votes in Karnataka's Sringeri accept these kinds of lame excus-  lock in the talks, with (USTR) and other offi- this is an issue which is tiation with the US on
assembly seat. "How can EClsay es," SC said. It was hearing a both sides reaching a cials are engaged in talks heading towards a land- this issue... In our case,
it has lost its record? Your whole case related to a poll dispute point where it would be to move forward on the ing point." Earlier this we are pretty far
purpose is to hold an election, between Cong's TD Rajegowda  difficult to concede any bilateral trade agreement. month, USTRJamieson advanced in that process
and you need to have a docu- and BJP's DN Jeevaraj. further ground. However, "When countries negoti- Greer said the US and of negotiation."

New Delhi, Agency:

peni” e i §C; Tough PMLA bail conditions can't override accused's right SC: Cops can't seek digital
g&igﬁlsgaéourt ti}gftortlﬁ:;g New Delhi, Agency: tions as may be imposed fOOtprlntS for rOVlng prObe

was no curtailment or can-
cellation of metro services
and no reduction in the
number of train trips, with
272 trains operating on Oct
10. "A full complement of
4,157 train trips were con-
ducted on Oct 10 as per
schedule across the Metro
network," it said, adding
that 258 stations, or 85% of
the total number of stations,
remained fully operational,
accessible and functional
for commuters.

Following the Supreme
Court's Oct 9 order, which
disapproved of a complete
shutdown of metro servic-
es, Delhi Police reviewed
its Oct 8 order for entry/exit
closure of 57 of 303 metro
stations in Delhi on Oct 10,
the day of CJP protest, and
applied its directive to 45
stations, DMRC said. It
said metro services func-
tioned normally except for
closure of entry/exit points
at 45 stations on Oct 10 and
a total of 32 lakh com-
muters travelled on the net-
work that day, as against
approximately 58 lakh on a
normal second Saturday.

SC has said that stringent
bail conditions set under
special laws such as
PMLA cannot override
rights granted by the
Constitution, holding pro-
longed incarceration of an
undertrial violates the
fundamental right to
speedy trial.

A bench of Justices
Aravind Kumar and Vipul
M Pancholi said an
accused could not be kept
in custody till completion
of trial and held that the
accused was entitled to
bail in case of delay in
trial despite the stringent
bail conditions under the
anti-money laundering
law. Section 45 of PMLA
prescribes twin conditions
for grant of bail.

The PMLA section
says no accused shall be
released on bail unless the
public prosecutor has
been given an opportunity
to oppose the application
for such release, and the
court is satisfied that there
are reasonable grounds
for believing that he is not
guilty of such offence and
that he is not likely to

commit any offence while
on bail. The second condi-
tion puts the onus on an
accused to convince the
court that he is not guilty.

The bench, however,
said, "The twin conditions

under Section 45 of
PMLA cannot override
the constitutional safe-
guards under Article 21 of
the Constitution, as has
been held in the case of
Manish Sisodia 'S
Directorate of
Enforcement. Prolonged
incarceration, if allowed
to continue, will set at
naught the constitutional
safeguards extended to
accused persons."

The court granted bail
to an accused who was
allegedly involved in
money laundering of over
Rs 6,210 crore. ED said
the accused had created

62 shell companies, 34
people were made dummy
directors and 20 compa-
nies were manned by his
relatives who contributed
to the offence. He was
arrested in Dec 2024.
Granting him relief,
the bench said, "We are of
the opinion that the culmi-
nation of the trial is a
time-consuming process,
since the trial court will
have to go through docu-
ments running into thou-
sands of pages and exam-
ine around 98 witnesses.
The appellant must not be
subjected to the rigours of
custody as long as the trial
is pending. Hence, the
appellant must be released
on bail, subject to furnish-
ing of bail bonds to the
satisfaction of the trial
court and subject to such
other terms and condi-

&

by it." The bench admit-
ted that economic
offences were very seri-
ous as they impacted the
financial fabric of the
country but said the rights
of accused too have to be
protected.

"In a bail matter, espe-
cially in serious offences,
the job of a court is to bal-
ance the rights of the state
with those of the arrestee.
In special laws such as
PMLA, the conditions for
granting bail are stringent,
and the circumstances in
which bail can be granted
are rare, for the simple
reason that economic
offences of a large magni-
tude punch a hole through
the financial fabric of the
country, causing a top-
down ripple effect into the
entire ecosystem, result-
ing in large consequences
for most of the popula-
tion. That is the justifica-
tion for making the provi-
sions of PMLA stringent.
In the same breath, sight
must not be lost of the fact
that the institutions have a
duty to expeditiously
investigate the cases.

New Delhi, Agency: SC has
said police cannot direct social
media platforms under IT Act to
share an accused's digital foot-
prints for periods well before
the crime he is being probed
for, in an order that is likely to
become a precedent for protec-
tion of privacy, reports
D h a n an j ay
Mahapatra."Information and
Technology Act provisions can-
not be misused by police to
launch a roving and fishing
inquiry by obtaining personal
data of an accused in breach of
right to privacy," said SC
quashing a Ghaziabad Police
order asking 'X' to furnish digi-
tal footprints of journalist
Abhishek Upadhyay since June
1 when he was accused of a
road rage incident in Aug 18.

A bench of CJI Surya Kant
and Justice Joymalya Bagchi
said: "Police must apply the
prin-ciples of proportionality
while taking steps to investigate
a crime and can resort to seek-
ing digital footprints only after
recording that alternative meth-
ods to obtain information about
a crime has proved inadequate”.
The court also kept in operation
its interim order pro-tecting the

«

journalist from arrest as long as
he cooperated with the investi-
gators. Upadhyay, through sen-
ior advocate Pradeep Rai, said
he had carried out a journalistic
investigation into theft of dona-
tions at Ayodhya Ram Temple
and was first to publish a news
article on his digital platform on
June 7. The real intent behind
the cooked-up FIR of Aug 18
was to seek information from
June 1 to identify the sources
who informed him about pilfer-
age of donations by devotees,
Rai argued.

Ghaziabad Police commis-
sioner had informed the court
that police searched for the
petitioner for three days in
connection with the road rage
case, in which he is accused of
hurling caste slurs at the com-
plainant bike rider, and when
he was untraceable, police
sought details of digital foot-
print from 'X".
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