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Can't write off AT-1
bonds of Yes Bank worth
Rs 8.4k crore: SC

New
Supreme Court on
Thursday upheld a Bombay
high court order which
quashed a decision of the
Yes Bank administrator to
write off additional tier 1
bonds worth Rs 8,415 crore
in March 2020. A bench of
Justices Dipankar Datta and
Augustine George Masih
said, "We see no reason to
interfere with the impugned
judgement. The appeals are
dismissed."

"Putting the investors to
such uncalled-for risk could
have well been avoided.
The purpose of the AT-1
bonds is imperative: it acts
as a safety barrier to the
bank from collapsing alto-
gether. That purpose could
have been served had RBI
and Yes Bank acted in
accordance with the terms
of the Master Circular," the
court said.

The bench said RBI was
"a mere bystander", allow-
ing the CET1 ratio of Yes
Bank to drop to "an aston-
ishing low of 0.6% while
the business of Yes Bank
was being carried out in a
clandestine manner".

"It can't be denied mate-
rial irregularities in func-
tioning of Yes Bank were
noticed much  prior...
However, to have the
investors at the receiving
end of the administrative
lapses would be highly
unfair," SC said. Media

Delhi, Agency:

NHAI warning prompts
IGI T3 parking operator
to lift FASTag curbs

New Delhi, Agency:
The parking operator at
Terminal 3 (T3) of Delhi

airport has  removed
FASTag-based entry
restrictions, bringing

much-needed relief to pas-
sengers and visitors. The
move came a day after

Indian Highways
Management Company
Ltd (IHMCL), under

NHALI, warned the acquir-
ing bank associated with
the parking facility of
action after it emerged that
the operator was using
FASTag to regulate vehicle
entry rather than solely for
collecting parking fees.

NHAI had also tem-
porarily suspended
FASTag-based  parking
payments, citing the viola-
tion. In a post on X, NHAI
said, "NHAI would like to
inform you that the matter
was taken up with the rele-
vant  stakeholders to
address the inconvenience
faced by commuters.
Following the intervention
of the concerned authori-
ties, restrictions on vehi-
cles with FASTag at
Terminal 3 (T3) of Delhi
airport have been
removed."

With this, the earlier
system has been restored.
The parking operator had
recently started diverting
vehicles without FASTag
to the multi-level parking
facility, causing incon-
venience to users.
Vehicles entering this
facility often get stuck in
queues, exceeding the
free parking period and
forcing motorists to pay
parking fees.

Stent safety concerns reach Centre after reports of com-

New Delhi, Agency:
The Cabinet Secretariat has
taken up concerns over the
safety and quality of coro-
nary stents with the Union
health ministry after a Rajya
Sabha MP sought interven-
tion following reports of
complications  involving
Indian-made devices in Sri
Lanka. In an October 5 let-
ter, Cabinet Secretary T V
Somanathan acknowledged
a representation from Rajya
Sabha MP Dr Ajeet
Madhavrao Gopchade, a
medical doctor, said it had
been forwarded to the
department of health and

HC bars fuel-run boats on Dal Lake
pushes for cleaner alternatives
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family welfare for appropri-
ate action and a reply.
Gopchade's September

28 representation cited
media reports that Sri
Lanka's regulator had direct-
ed the withdrawal of three
models of Indian-manufac-
tured drug-eluting stents
over concerns including

improper positioning, stent
dislodgement, acute stent
thrombosis and failure to
expand properly. The report-
ed issues were identified
during an investigation by
Sri Lanka's Medical Device
Evaluation Committee,
according to the letter. The
MP cautioned that the

reported concerns might not
all ultimately be substantiat-
ed, but said they warranted
scrutiny of existing safe-
guards for device perform-
ance, clinical appropriate-
ness and the detection of
complications after implan-
tation.

The representation calls
for more stringent pre-mar-
ket testing of stents and
delivery systems, including
assessments of durability,
deployment, expansion and
dislodgement. It also seeks
stronger clinical documenta-
tion to ensure stenting is
performed only when med-

ically indicated and alterna-
tives are considered where
appropriate.

A key recommendation
is end-to-end traceability
through batch and serial
numbers for every implant-
ed stent, allowing affected
devices and patients to be
identified quickly if a safety
alert emerges. The MP has
also  sought  stronger
adverse-event  reporting,
particularly for stent throm-
bosis, migration, incomplete
expansion, deformation and
delivery-system complica-
tions. The representation
further calls for a mecha-

plications with Indian-made devices in Sri Lanka

nism to swiftly review safe-
ty alerts, recalls and with-
drawals issued by foreign
regulators when the same or
similar devices are marketed
in India. Better patient fol-
low-up and long-term safety
data collection have also
been proposed to detect
emerging risks early.

Citing regulatory guid-
ance from the US, the UK
and Canada, Gopchade
highlighted the importance
of engineering and durabili-
ty testing, clinical evidence,
traceability and timely regu-
latory action when safety
signals emerge.

SC's quota ruling hits opposition's
'appeasement politics'; BJP:

Srinagar, Agency: J&K high
court directed authorities Thursday
to ensure no fuel-powered motor-
boats, including motorised shikaras
and jet skis, operate on Srinagar's
Dal Lake in a move that would halt
166 such vessels.

The HC cited growing pollution
for the curbs -- which came in the
middle of the tourist season -- and
directed govt to explore whether
fuel-powered boats could be
replaced with solar-powered or bat-
tery-run alternatives.

"This court is convinced that in
modern times, when lake systems
have become a growing concern for
civilisation, steps are being taken to
exclude activities which would
cause pollution. It would be also
important that whatever policy is

framed is more reasonable while
balancing tourism activities, pollu-
tion, as well as uniformity between
the players involved," a division
bench of Chief Justice Pushpendra
Singh Bhati and Justice Rajesh
Sekhri said.

The bench made it clear that the
restrictions would apply with
immediate effect. "In case any
motorised boat is allowed to ply, it

order," the HC said.

Fuel boats used by the adminis-
tration for emergency services, law
and order, disaster management and
rescue operations will be exempted
from the order, the HC said. This
came after additional advocate-gen-
eral (AAG) Mohsin Qadri, appear-
ing for govt, argued that such boats
be spared. The order came on a
batch of petitions by some owners
of fuel-run boats who had moved
the HC against the transport depart-
ment's failure to renew their
licences. They argued that the delay
violated their fundamental rights to
life and livelihood. During the hear-
ing, AAG Qadri conceded that pol-
lution was a problem and called for
a balance between tourism and
cleanliness of the lake.

shall be held as contempt of today's

New Delhi, Agency: BJP
Thursday said the SC judge-
ment holding that quota bene-
fits cannot be claimed by con-
verts was "historic", adding it
is a "massive blow to the
appeasement politics" of
Congress and other opposi-
tion parties which have
sought to provide reservation
to Muslims on the basis of
religion.

While upholding the
Madras HC order that a per-
son converting to Islam can't
claim reservation under back-
ward class category solely on
the basis of conversion, SC
also held that a person who
professes a religion other than
Hinduism, Sikhism or

Buddhism cannot be consid-
ered a member of Scheduled
Castes (SC).

BJP's Gaurav Bhatia laud-
ed the "landmark" ruling,
which is a boost to the party's
long-held  position that
Muslims and Christians can-
not claim rights accorded to
Dalits because of their SC
family background and that
OBC reservation cannot be
provided on the ground of
religion.

Special summary revision Fees for professional courses can be hiked
midstream only in exceptional cases: SC;

New Delhi, Agency:
Election Commission Thursday
ordered special summary revi- |
sion (SSR) of electoral rolls in 17
states/Union territories (UT) -
including the five states due for
assembly elections early next
year - with reference to Jan 1,
2027 as the qualifying date.

This is the first SSR exercise -
which, unlike special intensive
revision (SIR) that prepares elec-
toral roll de novo, is a mere upda-
tion of the roll with no house-to-
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states completed.
As per the SSR
announced for 17 states/UTs -

house visits by booth-level offi- Assam, Andaman & Nicobar, the contribution of self-
cers (BLOs) - to be undertaken Bihar,  Chhattisgarh, = Goa, financing institutions to part of
after it was paused post-2024, on  Gujarat, Kerala, Lakshadweep, the education sector, a
account of SIR that started with MP, Manipur, Puducherry, bench of Justices P S
Bihar in June 2025 and has since Punjab, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu, Narasimha and Alok
covered 31 states/UTs in back-to- UP, Uttarakhand and West Aradhe said there should

back phases. The third phase of
SIR, covering 19 states/UTs, is
still underway, with only a few

Bengal -
ed by Nov 2.

of poll roll in 17 stat

rationalisation of
polling stations will be complet-

New Delhi, Agency:
In a relief to students
pursuing  professional
courses like engineering
and medicine in private
colleges who have to
face a fee hike mid-
stream, Supreme Court
has held that any change
in fee structure after
admission can  be
allowed only in excep-
tional circumstances.

While appreciating

more than

admission.

schedule

be certainty regarding
fees, and students must
not be forced to pay

that pre-
scribed at the time of

"For the overwhelm-
ing majority of house-
holds, the fee payable for
a professional
constitutes a substantial
the family's
income and savings; it is
not a matter of incidental
expenditure. The parents
make provisions for the
fees... with the aspiration
that their children will
acquire better qualifica-

tions, secure

students

course

better
opportunities and build a
future that may be better
than their own. Many
and families it
also depend on educa-
tional loans to finance
professional higher edu-
cation," SC said, noting
fees charged in profes-
sional courses are report-
ed to be 711% higher
than in general courses.
The court said it was
a matter of good gover-
nance for the state and its
regulatory bodies to cre-
ate an ecosystem
which there was certain-
ty about the financial
obligation that students
and their families need to
undertake to acquire pro-

fessional qualifications.
"Adverse variations
in financial commitment,
and the insecurities that
may create, will
impact the student and
the family, and, in the
long run, have an
adverse effect on the
quality and character of
the professionals in the
making. We are of the
opinion that it is not dif-
ficult to formulate a
scheme through which
such uncertainties can be
avoided," it said.

in SC quashed a 37%

fee hike for BTech
courses for the 2023-27
cohort at Dr BC Roy
Engineering College in
West Bengal.

'Suspension of cellular internet services needed Middle East conflict: India push-
es for 'resolution through dia-

in exigencies': M

New Delhi, Agency:
Continuing with its tough
stand against protesters,
the home ministry
Thursday sought modifi-
cation of Supreme Court's
Oct 11 order for allowing
"unhindered internet serv-
ices" and said exigencies
such as disturbance of
public order required tem-
porary suspension of cel-
lular internet services, as
was the case between 10
pm on Oct 9 to 10 pm on
Oct 10 in a 4-km radius of
Raisina Hill.

In an affidavit filed in
response to a contempt of
court notice, home secre-
tary Govind Mohan justi-
fied Delhi Police's request
for suspension of cellular
internet services and said
it was "found to be a pro-
portionate measure, hav-
ing regard to the magni-
tude of the situation and
the need to prevent any
disturbance of public
order in the national capi-
tal". "The suspension was
confined to cellular inter-
net services and did not
extend to non-cellular

| |

services or

internet
telecommunications serv-
ices such as wi-fi and

broadband," he said,
emphasising that suspen-
sion of such services was
considered a recognised
measure to maintain pub-
lic order in appropriate
circumstances.

The home secretary,
Delhi Police commission-
er and DMRC chairperson
tendered unconditional
apology to the court
through their affidavits
before going on to explain
why the steps were taken
to prevent unlawful gath-
ering at Jantar Mantar on
Oct 10.

Though the affidavit
conveyed an "uncondi-
tional apology" to the
court for the "contempt"

charge, it marked a defi-
ant assertion of the
Centre's legal competence
and willingness to take
strong measures to control
"illegal" protests.Solicitor
general Tushar Mehta told
a bench of Chief Justice
Surya Kant and Justice
Joymalya Bagchi that the
"apology" was meant to
meet a procedural require-
ment. "The law is well
settled that whenever
response is filed pursuant
to contempt notice, first
sentence we write is that
we hereby tender an
unconditional apology.
And thereafter, we have
explained how the con-
tempt is not made out," he
said.

"It is with reference to
compliance of that law

HA reply to SC notice

that in every affidavit, this
is the first paragraph.
Now, in media and social
media, things are going
on that govt has apolo-
gised and they want to say
nothing," he complained.

CJI Kant said, "We
have not read those media
reports, nor are we taking
cognisance of any such
report." Justice Bagchi
added, "We are neither
taking cognisance of the
media reports nor your
unqualified apology. But
by your submissions, it
appears to be a qualified
apology." Delhi Police
commissioner  Anurag
Kumar said in his affi-
davit that permission for
the CJP's Oct 10 protest at
Jantar Manor was denied
due to past experience of
large-scale violence dur-
ing its July 20 protests,
inability of organisers to
control supporters and the
grave inconvenience
caused to general public
because of a string of
protests from Oct 6-8 that
choked central Delhi for
days together.

logue and diplomacy' at UNSC

New Delhi, Agency: India's
Permanent Representative to
the United Nations,
Parvathaneni Harish, on Friday
condemned attacks on commer-
cial vessels and civilian infra-
structure in the Middle East,
warning that the escalating hos-
tilities pose a serious threat to
regional stability and the safety
of Indian nationals.

Speaking at the UN Security
Council's open debate on the
Middle East, Harish said India
had "very high stakes" in the
safety, security and stability of
the region, highlighting that
around 10 million Indians live
in Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCCQ) countries and contribute
to their economies. He called
for restraint and de-escalation,
expressing concern over attacks
on civilian infrastructure that
have resulted in casualties,
including the death of Indian
citizen Mohammed Yusuf Ali in
Riyadh.

Delivered our National
Statement at the #UNSC Open
Debate on the Middle East.

has high stakes in the region's
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security and stability, with 10
million Indians living in GCC
countries. Called for restraint,
immediate de-escalation, and
resolution through dialogue and
diplomacy.???? Strongly con-
demned attacks on civilian
infrastructure, including Saudi
airports, and conveyed solidari-
ty with Saudi Arabia. ? We also
condemned attacks on commer-
cial shipping. Attacks on mer-
chant vessels and seafarers are
legally and morally indefensi-
ble, and freedom of navigation
must be upheld under interna-

Liberia launched a Group of
Friends on Safety and Security
of Shipping and Seafarers, with
23 member states joining us.
PM @narendramodi proposed a
"Seafarers Emergency Support
Network" at the BRICS
Summit.???? On Yemen: unwa-
vering support for unity, sover-
eignty and territorial integrity.



