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Dipke held under preventive
detention, to be produced before
magistrate: Delhi Police

New Delhi, Agency:
Delhi  Police detained
Cockroach Janata Party

(CJP) founder Abhijeet
Dipke and All India
Students' Association

(AISA) president Neha
Bora under preventive pro-
visions on the evening of
October 16. While Bora
was subsequently released,
Dipke is set to be produced
before a special executive

magistrate (SEM) court,
police said on
Saturday.According to
Delhi Police, Bora was

released after formal proce-
dures under Section 65 of
the Delhi Police Act, while
action under Sections 126
and 170 of the Bharatiya
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita
(BNSS) was initiated
against Dipke.

Earlier, CJP had alleged
that Dipke was "kidnapped"
by the police, claiming that
his family, lawyers and
party members had been
unable to establish contact
with him for more than 10
hours after his detention.

In a post on X, the party
said it had received no
information about his
whereabouts since he was
picked up ahead of the
'Lehra Do Tiranga' protest.

The Delhi Police has
taken Abhijeet Dipke to an
undisclosed location. We
have lost contact with him.
He is not being allowed to
talk to lawyers," CJP said in
an earlier post.

You might want to explain

Unless, you want me to
Rahul Gandhi's cryptic post over
Rubio's Mumbai visit

New Delhi, Agency:
Leader of opposition in
Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi
on Friday questioned
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi over US secretary of
state  Marco  Rubio's
upcoming Mumbai visit,
alleging that officials in the
external affairs ministry
were "confused" about the
developments.

"Mr Rubio has sum-
moned his employee to
Mumbai. Modi ji, your
officials in the external
affairs ministry are con-
fused about what's going
on. You might want to
explain. Unless, of course,
you want me to," Rahul
posted on X.

- RahulGandhi
(@RahulGandhi)

His remarks came a day
after Congress questioned
the Centre's silence on
Rubio's visit, particularly
after US ambassador to
India Sergio Gor said
American officials expect-
ed external affairs minister
S Jaishankar to meet Rubio
in Mumbeai.

Congress general secre-
tary Jairam Ramesh called
the ambassador's statement
"extraordinary” and ques-
tioned why the announce-
ment of the external affairs
minister's engagements in
India was coming from a
US official rather than the
ministry of external affairs
(MEA).

Why is the MEA silent
on the external affairs min-
ister's tryst with Mr Rubio
in Mumbai?" Ramesh
asked, adding that India
was learning about the
developments from the US
ambassador.

The US state depart-
ment announced on
Tuesday that Rubio would
visit India from October 17
to 22 to strengthen energy
cooperation. He is sched-
uled to travel to Mumbai
and Jamnagar after visiting
Samarkand in Uzbekistan.
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New Delhi, Agency:
India has rejected allega-
tions by UN special rappor-
teur Gina Romero that
young people in the country
face retaliation and stigma-
tisation for discussing men-
tal health and gender jus-
tice, calling the claims
based on anonymous and
unverified submissions.

Speaking at an interac-
tive dialogue with Romero
during the 81st session of
the UN General Assembly's
Third Committee, India's
first secretary Anuj Swarup
questioned the evidence

Opposition's duty is to oppose, expose, depose

cited in her report on the
rights to freedom of peace-
ful assembly and associa-
tion. Yet, the special rap-
porteur, Ms Gina Romero,
asserts that young people in
India face retaliation or
stigmatisation for dis-
cussing mental health or
gender justice, though
merely citing unnamed sub-
missions in the footnote.
This level of arbitrary
report writing is precisely
the reason that the United
Nations and its institutions
have lost credibility,"
Swarup said. A sweeping

BNM@MISGELLANEQUS

Verify before she vilifies': India rejects UN
rapporteur's claims on youth protests

charge against the world's
largest youth population
resting on anonymous and
unverified claims is not evi-
dence. It is hearsay, dressed
up as a UN report, and my
delegation rejects it out-
right," he added. Swarup
said India's Constitution

guarantees freedom
assembly, as5001at10n,
speech and expression

under Article 19, with these
rights protected by an inde-
pendent judiciary, a free
press and the National
Human Rights Commis
sion. He also cited young
people's participation in
political movements and
engagement with senior
government leaders as evi-
dence of civic space in the
country. In which repres-
sive state does a satirical
youth party question the
government, marches on

the capital, and then sits
across the table with senior
national leaders?" he asked,
referring to a youth-led
political movement men-
tioned in Romero's report.
"Chair, a mandate hold-
er who relies on anony-
mous inputs to generalise
for 1.4 billion people does a
disservice to the very man-
date she holds. We urge this
special rapporteur to verify
before she vilifies and to
bring the required rigour
and fairness in her reports,"
he said. The remarks come
amid heightened scrutiny of

the government's handling
of youth protests, including
demonstrations over
alleged irregularities in
public examinations and
the recent anti-SIR stir.

Romero had alleged in
posts on X on October 10
that peaceful youth protest-
ers in India faced excessive
force and arbitrary deten-
tion. She also claimed that
more than 2,500 protesters
had been sent to remote
detention centres without
legal support, with some
allegedly tortured or sexu-
ally assaulted.

Congress defends regime change remark

New Delhi, Agency:

Congress leader and former Union
P Chidambaram
Saturday defended the use of the
phrase "regime change" in a democ-
racy, amid a political row over
remarks by student activist Neha
Bora and senior advocate Prashant

minister

Bhushan during protests
Chief Election
Gyanesh Kumar.

In a post on X, Chidambaram
questioned the BJP's reaction to the
phrase and said the Opposition's
duty was to "oppose, expose and

depose" the government.

"Why is the BJP apoplectic with

feigned rage on the use

phrase 'regime change'? 'Regime

Govt ropes in aided, private teach-
ers, PSU staff for Census work |

New Delhi, Agency:

home ministry Friday expanded
the pool of enumerators for the
Census exercise, making teachers
of not just govt schools but also
that of aided or unaided private
bodies, societies and trusts; and
clerks or officials employed not
just by central and state govts but
also by public sector undertak-
ings, banks etc, eligible for the

assignment.
Amending Census

Pradesh and J&K where

Commissioner

Rules
1990, the ministry, in a notifica-
tion issued Friday, expanded the
description of staff who can be
hired as enumerators for Census
2027, the second phase of which
is due to start in five poll-bound
states in Nov, followed by the
remaining states (barring the
snow-bound UT of Ladakh and
parts of Uttarakhand, Himachal

Senior

on

against

depose
of the

change' is normal in a democracy.
The duty of the Opposition is to
'oppose, expose and depose' the
government Which means: oppose
in politics, expose in Parliament and
through

wrote. The controversy erupted
after Bhushan described the ongo-

/

elections," he

The

from '"teachers,

vate bodies,

it is enumerators.

already over) in Feb next year.
The description of those who
can be hired as enumerators -
encapsulated in Rule 3 of the
Census Rules - has been revised

clerks or any
official or any person" to three
distinct categories. Among teach-
ers, those employed in any edu-
cational institution of govt, local
authority, aided or unaided pri-
societies or trusts
will be eligible to be hired as

claimed

Srinagar,
A day after crucial talks
on autonomy between a
ministry of home affairs

(KDA) in Leh, represen-
tatives of the two bodies
rejected on Friday a
draft govt proposal and

significant
from assurances made
during previous meet-
ings of the panel.

LAB and KDA urged
MHA to reconsider its
draft and accept a mem-
orandum of understand-
ing (MoU) submitted by
the two bodies in
true spirit and entire-
ty".The next meeting
has been scheduled for

ing agitation against Gyanesh
Kumar as a "fight for regime
change", while Bora referred to the
Gen Z movement in Bangladesh.

The BJP interpreted the remarks
as evidence of an attempt to remove
the Narendra Modi government out-
side the electoral process, an allega-
tion rejected by the Opposition. The
Congress
peaceful protests against an elected
government and efforts to replace it
through elections are legitimate
democratic activities.

The BJP, however, has argued
that references to Bangladesh and
the language used by some protest
organisers point to a broader
attempt to create political unrest.

has maintained

that

Jammu, Agency:
Compelling an employee to
discharge the responsibilities
of a higher post while paying
him a lower salary amounts to
workplace exploitation,
which is impermissible in
law, Jammu & Kashmir high
court ruled.A division bench
comprising Chief Justice
Pushpendra Singh Bhati and
Justice Rajesh Sekhri made
the observations while dis-
missing J&K govt's appeal
against a single bench order
granting substantive promo-
tion and consequential bene-
fits to a municipal employee.

The petitioner, Ghulam
Mohammad Sheikh, was
engaged as a daily wager in

Higher duties at lower pay amount to
workplace exploitation, says J&K HC

Sopore municipal council in
1980, and his services were
regularised in 1988.

In his petition, Sheikh said
while his similarly situated
colleague, Khazir
Mohammad Shah, was pro-
moted as jamadar/sanitary
supervisor in 1994, he was
denied the promotion despite
having been regularised in the
same year.

Centre deviating from assurances, say Ladakh groups

Agency:

(MHA) subcommittee

and Leh Apex Body :
(LAB) and Kargil ?.. .
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the MHA on Oct 18,
| elaborating on their
.’ objections and reiterat-
ing their positions.

LAB and KDA
asserted that their draft
MoU '"reflects genuine
£ . | aspirations and demands
* consistently advocated
L | since 2021". "The peo-
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PM Modi to visit Canada on December 11-
12, Mark Carney confirms after phone call

New Delhi, Agency:
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will visit Canada on
December 11-12,
Canadian Prime Minister
Mark Carney said, as
New Delhi and Ottawa
seek to strengthen bilater-
al ties and advance coop-
eration in trade, energy,
technology and security.

Carney confirmed the
dates while speaking to
visitors at a restaurant in
Calgary on Thursday, say-
ing he had "just spoke" to
PM Modi about the
upcoming visit. He said
the PM Modi would trav-
el to Toronto and Ottawa,
adding, "We'll see if we
can broaden it out."

The Indian High
Commission in Ottawa
subsequently confirmed
the December 11-12 visit
in a post on X, saying the
two leaders had agreed to
build on the positive
momentum in bilateral
relations and  work
towards concrete out-

comes across key sectors.
The confirmation
came amid renewed
diplomatic engagement
between the two coun-
tries, with both sides
pushing to expand eco-
nomic cooperation and
conclude negotiations on
a Comprehensive
Economic  Partnership
Agreement (CEPA).
However, the ministry
of external affairs had
said on Friday that the
dates were still under dis-
cussion. MEA spokesper-
son Randhir Jaiswal said:
"As you are aware, for-
eign minister of Canada
visited India a few days
back. She met with the
external affairs minister
(S Jaishankar) and dis-
cussed progress in bilater-
al ties. She also called on
the Prime  Minister.
During the visit, the PM
Modi's visit to Canada
came up for discussion.
The dates for the visit are
presently under discus-

sion. We will announce
the visit at the appropriate
time."

India, Canada push to
conclude trade deal

PM Modi's proposed
visit comes as the two
countries seek to conclude
negotiations on CEPA by
the end of 2026, with the
agreement expected to
support efforts to double
bilateral trade by 2030.

Canadian foreign min-
ister Anita Anand dis-
cussed the trade pact and
ways to expand coopera-
tion during her meeting
with Modi in New Delhi
earlier this week. The dis-
cussions covered trade,
investment, energy, edu-
cation, culture, technolo-
gy and security.

According to a readout
issued by the Canadian
government, the two lead-
ers also discussed the
Team Canada Trade
Mission to India, led by
Canadian International
Trade Minister Maninder

Sidhu, as an effort to
expand bilateral trade and
strengthen Canada's
engagement in the Indo-
Pacific.

"Minister Anand and
PM Modi discussed the
importance of concluding
a comprehensive econom-
ic partnership agreement
by the end of the year and
highlighted the Team
Canada Trade Mission led
by International Trade
Minister Maninder Sidhu
as a tangible example of
growing the economic
partnership, expansion of
bilateral trade and
advancing Canada's
broader engagements in
the Indo-Pacific," the
statement read. Following
the meeting, Modi
described the discussions
as productive and reiterat-
ed India's commitment to
strengthening ties with
Canada.

"Pleased to meet
Canadian foreign minister
Anita Anand.

October 22 in Delhi,
according to the Ladakhi

address the demand for a

unique circumstances.

that falls far short of the

proposed

proposes a

arrangement  of Ladakh -- will s

Union
Territory with a legisla-

and KDA said in a joint

two major political bod-
ies in the Union territory

a detailed response to

ple of Ladakh deserve a
meaningful constitution-

"it represents a representatives. ture, which was the min- al framework that hon-
departure" "Among several imum guarantee agreed ours prior commitments
major concerns, the wupon in the meeting of and safeguards their

(MHA) draft fails to May 22, 2026," LAB political, cultural and

democratic aspirations,

legislative assembly and statement on Friday. rather than an arrange-
constitutional safe- NEFA is the acronym for ment that dilutes them,"
guards under Article the erstwhile North East the statement said.

371, including a provi- Frontier Agency. The last such meet-
sion tailored to Ladakh's LAB and KDA -- the ing on autonomy with

the Centre was held on
Sept 9 in New Delhi.
LAB and KDA repre-
sentatives attended it.

ubmit

"While with Nitish, I got 9 people
murdered' Anant Singh's shocking

claim, then

New Delhi, Agency:
Mokama MLA Anant Singh
made a shocking claim that he
had got "nine people mur-
dered" while supporting
Nitish Kumar. The JD(U)
leader Singh made the remark
during an interview with news
agency IANS while describ-
ing his long association with
the party supremo.

Recalling his sacrifices for
Nitish Kumar, he claimed:
"Who has made as many sac-
rifices as [ have? Nitish
Kumar was nothing back then.
He used to roam around here
and there. At that time, while
being with Nitish Kumar, I got
nine people murdered," Singh
said. However, later the leader
clarified that his remarks was
misinterpreted and that he was
referring to the killing of nine
of his associates, not claiming
that he had arranged their
murders. Singh said the nine
people killed was his personal
loss that he suffered after
aligning himself with Nitish
Kumar and abandoning Lalu
Yadav. Singh also claimed
that he was shot at during that

&
«

clarification

period. He also recalled that
his father died after suffering
a heart attack. According to
Singh, the killings took place
just days after a meeting with
Nitish Kumar. He said that
although Lalu Prasad Yadav

had advised him against
attending the meeting, he
went ahead and had Nitish
Kumar weighed against silver
coins. Singh maintained that
he had cited these incidents to
explain the sacrifices he made
while  supporting  Nitish
Kumar. He said his remarks
had been taken out of context
and denied claiming that he
had arranged the murders. The
controversy comes amid ten-
sions within the Janata Dal
(United) over its choice of
Neeraj Kumar as the party's
candidate for the Patna
Graduates' constituency MLC
election.



