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Sabarimala temple opens for
Thulam month rituals; CM
Satheesan offers prayers

New Delhi, Agency:
The Sabarimala Lord
Ayyappa temple opened on
Saturday for the Thulam
month rituals, with Kerala
Chief Minister V D
Satheesan and several other
dignitaries visiting the hill
shrine to offer prayers.

In the presence of Tantri
Kandar Brahmadathan,
head priest Prasad E D
opened the sanctum sancto-
rum and lit the ceremonial
lamp. The sacred fire was
then kindled in the Aazhi,
located below the 18 holy
steps leading to the shrine.

According to news
agency, Devaswom
Minister K Muraleedharan,
Travancore Devaswom
Board President K
Jayakumar, Keralam State
Police  Chief Ravada
Chandrasekhar, and MLAs
Pazhakulam Madhu and C
V  Shanthakumar were
among those, who arrived
at the Sannidhanam to seek
the blessings of Lord
Ayyappa.

Despite persistent heavy
rainfall, thousands of devo-
tees gathered at the hill
shrine to offer prayers.

Temple to open for
devotees at 5 am on Sunday

The temple will open to
devotees at 5 am on
Sunday, marking the first
day of the Thulam month.
The selection of the new
Melsanthies, or chief
priests, for the Sabarimala
and Malikappuram temples
is also scheduled for the
day through a draw of lots.

The selection process
for the Sabarimala
Melsanthi will take place at
the Sopanam at 7.30 am,
following the Usha Pooja.

Sabarimala Special
Commissioner R
Jayakrishnan and

Devaswom commissioner
B Sunilkumar will super-
vise the proceedings.

One teacher, multiple
languages: NCERT eyes
new training model

1% |

New Delhi, Agency:
India could soon train
teachers who can teach
more than one language in

schools, with National
Council of Educational
Research and Training

working on a new model of
multilingual education as
part of its transition into a
deemed university, sources
in the ministry of education
said. The proposed pro-
grammes are aimed at mov-
ing beyond the convention-
al system where a language
teacher is largely trained in
one. Under the model being
discussed, students pursu-
ing undergraduate, post-
graduate and research pro-
grammes under the NCERT
university could be trained
to acquire both language
proficiency and the peda-
gogical skills required to
teach more than one lan-
guage.

Sources said the idea is
to address one of the practi-
cal challenges schools face
while expanding language
choices. A school may have
only a small number of stu-
dents opting for one partic-
ular Indian language. "A
multilingual teacher could
make it possible for schools
to offer a wider choice of
languages without neces-
sarily requiring a separate
teacher for each one," a
source familiar with the
proposal said.

The plan assumes sig-
nificance as National
Education Policy 2020
places emphasis on multi-
lingualism.

Kolkata pandal stampede: Heavy rush amid rain

New Delhi, Agency: A
stampede-like situation at
the Sarada Park (Chor
Bagan) Durga Puja pandal
in north Kolkata left at least
25 people injured among
many feared dead, officials
said on Saturday evening.
The incident occurred
around 7.40pm at the exit
gate under Girish Park
police station as heavy
crowds gathered amid rain-
fall.

Police said around 35
people had been taken to
Calcutta Medical College
and Hospital (MCH) for
treatment. Meanwhile,
West Bengal governor RN

Ravi's office said several
people were feared dead in

the incident.

What happened at the

pandal?

waiting outside

According to police, the
crowd surge occurred as
rain began to fall
Saturday evening. People
the

Chorbagan Durga Puja pan-
dal rushed forward, causing
some to fall on the road and
triggering a stampede-like
situation.

In an official update,
police said, "Today at
around 7.40 pm, a stam-
pede occurred at the exit
gate of Sarada Park (Chor
Bagan) Puja Pandal, under
Girish Park Police Station,
due to heavy crowds of
pandal hoppers amid rain-
fall. The Puja Pandal has
now been closed to visitors.
All injured persons were
rescued and shifted to
MCH for treatment. As per
the information received so

on

led to deadly 1nc1dnt top developments

far, approximately 35 per-
sons have been shifted to
MCH."

West Bengal health min-
ister Sharadwat Mukherjee
visited the injured at
Calcutta Medical College
and Hospital. Chief minis-
ter Suvendu Adhikari and
chief secretary Manoj
Agarwal also visited the
hospital to meet those
receiving treatment.

Disaster management
personnel were deployed at
the site, police said. The
pandal was closed to visi-
tors following the incident.

What have political
leaders said?

Former West Bengal
chief minister Mamata
Banerjee said she was

deeply shocked by the inci-
dent at the Chorbagan puja
pandal.

"Deeply shocked and
saddened to learn about the
stampede at the Chorbagan
puja pandal. I pray to Maa
Durga for the speedy recov-
ery of all those injured and
for strength and courage for
their families during this
difficult time," she said.

West Bengal governor
Ravi also expressed grief
over the incident in a post
shared by his office on X.

Black ink, burnt posters: Congress workers vandalise BIP [ prices of 137 cancer drugs to fall

office in Ajmer over Madan Rathore's Pakistan remark

New Delhi, Agency: Congress
workers vandalised the BJP office
in Rajasthan's Ajmer on Saturday,
pasting posters, smearing them with
black ink and writing slogans on the
walls to protest against state BJP

president Madan Rathore's

versial remarks about Pakistan. The
protesters also burnt Rathore's
posters and put up Youth Congress

flags at the BJP office.

The Youth Congress workers
raised slogans against Rathore and
attempted to throw black ink on the
office signboard. The protest fol-
lowed a row over his remarks that
he would support Pakistan if it
as Pakistan

played against the US,
was India's neighbour.
Youth Congress

coordinator
Mohit Malhotra accused Rathore of

contro-

Malhotra said.

supporting Pakistan. Defending the
protest, he said it was against the
BJP leader's remarks in support of
the neighbouring country.

"If Madan Rathore supports
Pakistan, he should go to Pakistan,"

The Congress also shared a

Man killed, four injured in suspected mili-
tant attack on Kuki village in Manipur

post.

video of the protest on social media,
accusing the BJP of showing sup-
port for Pakistan. "Rajasthan BJP
President Madan Rathore has spo-
ken of supporting that Pakistan
which orchestrated the murder of
Indian citizens,"

the party said in its

news for cancer

Pharmaceutical

anti-cancer

trade margins,

also

are

of MRP,

by up to 70% from November 9

New Delhi, Agency: In
good
patients, prices of 137 drugs
are set to be reduced by up to
70% from Nov 9, with govt
capping trade margins by
30%. Drug prices regulator
National
Pricing Authority (NPPA)
Saturday notified the 137
R non-scheduled
e e . ~aPl drugs to address the issue of

TOWMTEEAE | excessive
invoking Paragraph 19 of
DPCO, 2013. Significantly,
patented drugs
included in the list.

The trade margin rational-
isation at 30%
excluding GST, corresponds
to a mark-up of 42.9% on

price to stockist/price to dis-
tributor (PTS/PTD), accord-
ing to the minutes of the
NPPA meeting accessed by
Media. Simply put, PTS/PTD
is the first point of sale of the
drug.

This follows a nudge by

Supreme Court, flagging the
huge gap between price to
retailer and MRP of medi-
cines billed to patients, in cer-
tain cases of 10 times.

SC panel opens web portal for

Manipur, Agency: A 36-year
old man was killed and four oth-
ers injured after suspected mili-
tants attacked Chassad village in
Manipur's Kamjong district on
Saturday, triggering an exchange
of fire between the assailants and
a local armed group, police said.

Several rounds were fired at
the Kuki village around 2.30 pm,
and the gunfight was continuing
in the evening, a senior police
officer said, according to Media.

"Village head Thangjahou
Haokip (48), and four others -
Khailun Haokip, Seikhohou,
Hegin Haokip and Seipao
Haokip - were injured after the
suspected militants attacked the
village. All the injured were
taken to a hospital where
Seikhohou succumbed to his
injuries," the officer said.

"The gunfight is still under-

way in the evening," the officer
added.

The Committee on Tribal
Unity condemned the attack and
urged the state government to
deploy central forces in the area.

The latest violence comes
amid broader reported cases of
violence. The escalating clashes
between Kuki-Zo and Naga
communities, which  have
claimed more than 50 lives since
February, with homes and shops
torched and civilians caught in
attacks across several districts.

Last week, nine people,
including six Nagas, two Kukis
and a Gorkha farmer, were
killed in a series of attacks
across three districts in a 12-

hour period. The violence
included an attack on Chassad
village and gunfights in

Kangpokpi and Ukhrul districts.

complalnts on J uly NEET protests

New Delhi, Agency:
The high-powered
enquiry committee
(HPEC) set up by SC to
examine all aspects of
the violent incidents that
broke out during the
anti-NEET paper leak
protests in Delhi and
beyond in July, has
launched a dedicated
portal for people affect-
ed by the violence,
including the police per-
sonnel deployed at the
protest sites, to upload
their complaints and
representations.

The identity of the
complainants/inform-
ants shall be kept confi-
dential if they so wish.

SC had constituted
the HPEC to enquire
into all aspects of the
incidents relating to vio-
lence at Jantar Mantar,
Delhi, and at places out-
side Delhi, during the
month of July 2026. The
panel shall examine all
issues enumerated by
SC in its orders dated
August 18 and Sept 10.

Priority will be given to
matters pertaining to the
use of pellet guns, tar-
geted violence and
harassment of female
protesters, and excessive
violence and destruction
of property occasioned
on either side.

The HPEC portal
(http://hpec.nic.in)  is
designed in such a man-

ner as to enable due pro-
tection to vulnerable
witnesses and also to
keep the identities confi-
dential and undisclosed,
if so wished by the
affected persons. The
affected persons and
other stakeholders are
encouraged to access the
portal and upload their
complaints/representa-
tions making use of the
formats as applicable.

In addition, any per-
son wishing to provide
information/suggestion
relating to the issues
referred to the HPEC
may also do so through
the aforesaid portal, it
added.

'Nine murders' claim, then a clarification: How SC: No need for nod to prosecute
'Chote Sarkar' has put Nitish, JD(U) on the spot

New Delhi, Agency:
Anant Singh, Bihar's
bahubali MLA, who is
intensely popular on
social media reels for his
impromptu one liners in
local Magahi dialect,
made a jittering claim to
prove his loyality and sac-
rifice for JD(U) chief
Nitish Kumar.

"I got nine people mur-
dered," he said on camera,
reviving the distressing
memory of Jungle Raj that
once besieged Bihar. The
statement also had a dra-
matic irony as he was
mentioning the man who
ruled Bihar as 'Sushasan
Babu', Nitish Kumar.
Speaking to reporters
about his years of loyalty
with Bihar's former chief
minister Nitish Kumar, the
six-time legislator said:
"Who has made so many
sacrifices as I have? Nitish
Kumar was nothing back
then; he used to roam
around here and there. At
that time, while being with
Nitish Kumar, I got nine
people murdered."

However, maybe after
releasing the political

gravity of his remark, the
Mokama MLA back-
tracked and pinned the
blame on Lalu Yadav,
who was once an ally of
Nitish Kumar.

The video went viral
and the timing was fatal,
because Singh, popular as
'Chhote Sarkar', is already
at odds with his party over
the Patna Graduates'
MLC election.

He is backing the can-
didate fielded by Prashant
Kishor against JD(U)'s
Neeraj Kumar, the very
man he defeated in the
2015 assembly election.

As criticism came
crashing in from the party
and the opposition, Singh
sensed the backlash and
tweaked his remark, say-
ing: "During the Lalu
Prasad regime, nine of my
associates were killed,
and I myself was shot. It
was because we aligned
ourselves with Nitish
Kumar that Lalu had them
killed. We have suffered
such immense losses. My
father also passed away
due to a heart attack."

However, the RID

held back the attack as
Lalu's party spokesperson
Shakti Singh Yadav, said:
"Anant has publicly con-
fessed to killing nine per-
sons during the NDA
regime. Now Nitish will
have to offer explana-
tions." He went further:
"Although he (Anant) has
confessed to his involve-
ment in nine murders, the
responsibility  straight-
away goes to Nitish
regime...Is  paap se
chhutkara nahin milekga
(There will be no escape
from this sin)."

Fate tied to bahubali
brother: Anant Singh is
no ordinary legislator as
locals rarely use his given
name. They call him
'Chhote Sarkar', or little
lord, because in the Barh
and Mokama belt his
word has often counted
for more than the govern-
ment's. His story begins
with his elder brother,
Dilip Singh. Dilip won as
an independent and
became a minister in Lalu
Prasad's cabinet during its
first term, from 1990 to
1995. Dilip Singh is

L ol

remembered as the first of
the so-called bahubalis, or
musclemen politicians, to
reach such a post.

Anant Singh, who first
handled his brother's elec-
tion campaigns, took over
the family's political reins
following Dilip Singh's
electoral defeat to rival
strongman Surajbhan
Singh in 2000.

In the next election
cycle in 2005, Nitish
Kumar, who came to
power that year promising
to clean up one of India's
poorest and most frac-

tured states, brought
Anant Singh into the
JD(U). Anant Singh's

backing could help the
party among upper castes,
who did not naturally sup-
port Nitish Kumar.

However, his alle-
giance to Nitish began a
year before. In 2004,
Anant Singh weighed
Nitish Kumar against sil-
ver coins during a public
rally in the Barh parlia-
mentary constituency to
show his support.

govt official seeking bribe

New Delhi, Agency:
In a significant ruling
relating to Prevention of
Corruption Act,
Supreme Court has said
that the shield of prior
sanction from higher
authorities to prosecute a
public servant is not
available if they are

caught demanding
bribes. The court stressed that
the statutory protection is
meant only to prevent persecu-
tion of officials for decisions
made in discharge of their
duties.

The ruling was given by a
bench of Justices SVN Bhatti
and N V Anjaria while inter-
preting Section 17A of the Act,
which was inserted in the
statute in 2018 and prohibited
police or investigating agencies
from conducting without offi-
cial approval any inquiry or
investigation into alleged
offences committed by public
servants while discharging
their duties.

Dismissing an appeal by a
Rajasthan police constable
challenging an FIR and
chargesheet against him for
allegedly demanding a bribe of
Rs 1.5 lakh, the bench said the

Section 17A shield cannot have
an omnibus application to all
public servants facing prosecu-
tion for criminal offences.

"The act of demanding a
bribe is a pure criminal act, not
connected with official func-
tions and not relatable to or
having any linkage with recom-
mendation or decision of the
appellant in his capacity as
public servant," the bench said,
accepting the arguments of
Rajasthan additional advocate
general Sansriti Pathak.

Writing the judgement,
Justice Anjaria said, "In the
facts and circumstances of the
case, therefore, the act of the
appellant does not fall within
the protective umbrella of
Section 17A of the Act. It
could not be said that the pro-
ceedings were vitiated for want
of sanction."



