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BRIFF NEWS

Supreme Court
allows forensic
audit in Fortis case

New Delhi, Agency :
The Supreme Court on
Tuesday upheld a Delhi
HC order directing foren-
sic audit of dissipation of
shares of Fortis Healthcare
Ltd (FHL) and Fortis
Healthcare Holdings Pvt
Ltd (FHHPL) through 17
banks and financial institu-
tions allegedly to frustrate
execution of a decade-old
Rs 5,300 crore foreign
decree by Daiichi Sankyo
against brothers Malvinder
and Shivinder Singh.

Brushing aside a chal-
lenge to the forensic audit
order of the HC by senior
advocate Shyam Divan,
appearing on behalf of Yes
Bank and Axis Bank, a
bench of CJI Surya Kant
and Justices Joymalya
Bagchi and V Mohana
clarified the forensic audit
would not be a roving
inquiry against the banks
or FIIs but will focus on
the transaction of shares of
FHL and FHHPL.

The bench also chided
Daiichi for giving up its
plea for forensic audit of
the dissipation of shares in
the two companies, which
was a major window for
the banks to argue that HC
could not have passed the
order for forensic audit
when decree holder had
given up that plea.

Daiichi counsel Arvind
Datar told the court that
the foreign decree, upheld
by SC, had not been imple-
mented for a decade and
the plea giving up forensic
audit was made due to
frustration over the long
lapse of time in executing
the decree in India.

Clarify if you trust
results of polls which
you won: BJP to Cong

New Delhi, Agency:
BJP on Tuesday accused
Congress of duplicity for
selectively targeting the
Election Commission over
unfavourable electoral
results and trying to under-
mine India's electoral sys-
tem after failing to win
public support within the
current democratic frame-
work.

BJP's Smriti Irani said
Congress should clarify
whether it also distrusted
EC results in Keralam,
Karnataka, Telangana and
Himachal Pradesh, where
they are in office, and
Jharkhand, where JMM-
Congress is in government.

As Congress continued
attacking CEC Gyanesh
Kumar over the SIR and
demanded its suspension,
Irani asked why it wanted
deceased people and dupli-
cate names retained on poll
rolls. She said the EC had
rebutted every allegation,
but Congress "continues
spreading falsehood".

BJP spokesperson
Siddharth Yadav accused
Congress of a U-turn, say-
ing it had earlier raised
concerns about duplicate

and deceased voters in
Andhra, Rajasthan and
Keralam. "Now that those

names have been deleted,
they are doing politics of
convenience for its own
political benefits."

East Champaran SP suspends Paharpur
SHO over alleged dereliction of duty

Sagar Suraj Kuma;

MOTIHARI East
Champaran superintendent of
police on Thursday suspended
Manish Kumar, station
house officer (SHO) of
Paharpur police station after
a supervisory inquiry found
several instances of alleged

Sahu were allegedly assaulted

r Sahu and Ramesh the police

Action follows sSupervisory inquiry into
delayed FIR, failure to record recovery of
liquor and stolen vehicle, and non-reporting
of the incident to senior officers

reportedly opened the dickey
of one of the motorcycles and
found liquor inside. However,

negligence, dereliction of duty near Saraiya Barwa Tola
and questionable conduct in under Paharpur police station.
connection with an incident The accused reportedly the written
involving a stolen motorcycle fled after abandoning two

and liquor recovery.

According to a press

motorcycles. Local police and
a Dial-112 team reached the

release issued by the SP’s spot, following which the

office on October 1, the motorcycles were handed
incident occurred on the night over to the police.

of September 19, when Vijay Press notes reads, office.

station

submitted by the complainant
for registration of an FIR
was allegedly not acted upon
by the SHO. The matter was
also not reported to senior
officers, according to the SP’s

driver

application

receiving the

NCERT text spotlights resistance in
medieval India hlstory for Class IX

New Delhi, Agency: NCERT's
new Class IX social science text-
book puts those who resisted con-
quest at the centre of medieval
India's story, recounting, for
instance, Queen Naiki Devi's defeat
of Muhammad Ghuri in 1178 near
Mount Abu. The account also
acknowledges cooperation across
faiths, within a wider curricular
shift connecting India's traditions
with contemporary governance and
lessons in taxation, insurance and
entrepreneurship.

The new six-chapter Part 2 of
"Understanding Society: India and
Beyond" covers history, geography,
political science and economics. It
continues an overhaul of the earlier
syllabus in which class IX history

opened with the French Revolution,
while economics focused on village
production, poverty and food secu-

rity. It follows the National
Curriculum Framework for School
Education 2023. Its geography
chapters cover "Oceans and Life"
and "Life on Earth".

"Resistance and Resilience
(1000-1700 CE)" foregrounds

Maharana Pratap's resistance,
Lachit Borphukan's victory at
Saraighat and Sikh opposition to
Mughal persecution. Rani Abbakka
Chowta's  resistance to the
Portuguese extends the account
beyond confrontations with Muslim
rulers. It examines temple destruc-
tion and restoration, alongside the
role of trade and Bhakti traditions in
sustaining communities.

The emphasis on resistance
comes with qualifications. Akbar's
later rule is described as relatively
inclusive; Sufism receives atten-
tion, while Muslim poets Raskhan
and Rahim feature among Bhakti
contributors. The chapter describes
a period of "both conflict and coop-
eration".

Police said, a supervisory

inquiry subsequently flagged
seven lapses, including failure
to register an FIR despite
application,

stolen vehicle, failure

recovery of a stolen vehicle,

inform senior officers.

The inquiry also noted that
no FIR or other action was
initiated even after 11 days
of the incident. The SHO was
subsequently asked to furnish
an explanation.

After  considering the
inquiry report and the
explanation submitted by

the SHO, the SP ordered his
suspension with immediate
effect on administrative and
disciplinary grounds.

recovery of liquor from the
to
make the relevant entry in the
station diary, and failure to

BJP asks chief secy to 'throw
away' statehood resolution, says
it will strain Centre-J &K ties

Srinagar, Agency: A day
after the Jammu & Kashmir
assembly passed a resolution
seeking restoration of state-
hood with a reference to
autonomy, leader of opposi-
tion Sunil Sharma said the
move would strain Centre-
J&K relations and urged chief
secretary Atal Dulloo not to
forward the resolution to the
Union govt. The BJP member
also demanded speaker Abdul
Rahim Rather's resignation
and claimed that Union home
minister Amit Shah was
unhappy about the resolution.

"Already the chief secre-
tary and the law secretary
gave their opinion to the

assembly that they cannot
discuss the resolution as the
issue is sub judice. Their
communication to the assem-
bly secretariat ahead of the
resolution is an indication
that the resolution is anti-
Constitution. We expect the
chief secretary not to forward
the resolution to the Centre
and throw it away," Sharma

In a first, government admits in SC problem FCRA bill 1mpr0vement on existing law, says government

of exorbitant pricing o

New Delhi, Agency: With
Supreme Court toughening its
stand against poor patients being
forced to pay exorbitant prices
for medicines, govt on Tuesday
admitted that there was a prob-
lem and assured the court it
would make efforts to address it.

A bench of Justices Vikram
Nath and Sandeep Mehta said
there was no rationale for con-
trolling the price of a few sched-
uled medicines and allowing the
rest to be sold at inflated prices as
all medicines are essential. It
suggested a uniform rule limiting
the MRP to not more than 16%
above the price to the retailer
(PTR). SG Tushar Mehta told SC
that he had discussed the issue
with official concerned. Govt

[ drugs, promlses fix

fact,
upon the existing law as
its structured framework
enhanced legal certainty,
administrative efficien-
cy and accountability in
managing foreign-fund-
ed assets.

The current law pro-
vides for vesting of
assets but does not spec-
ify the nature, duration
and finality of such vest-
ing, the ministry told a

stand on it, he said, seeking time
for further consultations to find a

solution. "We will have to find a
way out. Some way that balances
equities... let me sit with officers
and then respond," he said.

The court said taxpayers'
money was also wasted because
of exorbitant medicine prices as
corporate hospitals obtain full
reimbursement for inflated
MRPs when patients undergo
treatment under govt-sponsored
welfare schemes, with the money

New Delhi, Agency
The vesting of assets is
the
tentious provision in the
Foreign
(Regulation)

single-most con-

Contribution

an improvement
managing

sources said.

tive

supported

arrangement and admin-
istrative difficulties in

The ministry was
represented by legisla-
secretary  Rajiv
Mani at the meeting
where State Bank of
India, the only bank des-
ignated to receive for-
eign contributions at its
New Delhi main branch,
the
objectives but made a

flagged concerns
sought more

Amendment Bill but the examining the bill, receive foreign dona-
law ministry on Tuesday adding that it led to an tions ends.
said the proposal was, in open-ended custodial MPs from opposition

assets,

bill's

clarity,
including on how to
handle an organisation's
accounts and deposits
when its permission to

parties and BJP clashed
over provisions of the
bill with two DMK MPs,
A Raja and P Wilson,
dubbing the bill viola-
tive of Article 300(A),
which says no one will
be deprived of their
property save by the
authority of law. They
argued that the Supreme
Court has in its rulings
explained the ground on
which the govt can seize

of this. BJP MP
Nishikant Dubey said
laws overseeing trusts
and societies had similar
provisions for seizure of
assets.

Turning to alleged
misuse of foreign money
for conversion, he said
this allowed a person
converted to a minority
religion to enjoy twin
quota benefits in some
cases, which violated the
right to equality. A team
of senior SBI officials
led by its chairperson C
S Setty said while the
bill provided for govt
control of foreign contri-
butions and assets in
such cases, it left the
detailed banking proce-

and

the

was not taking an adversarial

being paid from the exchequer.

Karnataka challenges high court order
for SIT probe into KPSC ]Ob scams'

New Delhi, Agency At a
time when Congress is backing
students' agitation seeking
transparency in public examina-
tions and accountability from
the authorities, the Karnataka
government has moved the
Supreme Court, challenging the
HC's Sept 21 decision to order
an SIT probe into two tainted
recruitment tests conducted by
the Karnataka Public Service
Commission (KPSC).

HC had constituted an SIT to
probe the recruitment of 50
industrial extension officers,
which saw the daughter of the
KPSC chairman being selected
in the results declared on June
10. This led to the governor sus-
pending the KPSC chairman. In
the recruitment of 400 veteri-
nary officers, final selection
results for which were declared
on July 13, it was alleged that
bribes of up to Rs 80 lakh were
demanded by middlemen to
provide  candidates  with
answers, along with a promise
to tamper with OMR sheets to
ensure selection.

Appearing for the DK
Shivakumar government, senior
advocate Sidharth Luthra told a
bench of CJI Surya Kant and

Justices Joymalya Bagchi and V
Mohana that a "de novo" probe
by the SIT may invalidate criti-
cal evidence - seized original
OMR sheets, recovered digital
devices, money in frozen bank
accounts and arrest of conspira-
tors - already collected by the
state CID.

Seeking a stay on the HC
order and continuance of inves-
tigations by CID, the state said
the HC directive "will jeopar-
dise ongoing custody and bail
proceedings. The CID has
already arrested key figures,
including Gyanendra Kumar,
IAS (former KPSC controller of
examinations), and Basavaraj
Kannale (a key middleman who
was detained at Delhi airport
while attempting to flee the
country)". The state also ques-
tioned the high court for direct-
ly selecting police officers for
the SIT without consulting
them.

joint committee of

Parliament, which is host of suggestions,

properties  and
FCRA bill was violative

dure to be prescribed in
rules, sources said.

'If appeased, Nitish wouldn't have defected', says Digvijay Singh

New Delhi, Agency : Congress
veteran Digvijaya Singh Tuesday
told CWC that the political land-
scape would have been different if
Nitish Kumar had been accommo-
dated in 2023, referring to the JDU
chief's then aspiration of becoming

opposition umbrella as BJP and
RSS are on a weak footing, his
argument was that if appeased,
Kumar would not have defected to
the BJP camp.

the convener of opposition INDIA
bloc for Lok Sabha polls.

Intending to

Congress should try to spread the

L As the remark triggered mur-
L% =l murs, members led by Kharge
stress that rebutted the claim saying Kumar

was never interested.

Budgam encounter: Army Kills LeT ter-
rorist in flerce gunfight in Yousmarg;

New Delhi, Agency :
The Army on Tuesday
killed a Lashkar-e-Taiba
(LeT) terrorist during an
encounter in the higher
reaches of central
Kashmir's Budgam dis-
trict, security officials
said. The encounter took

killed in the exchange.
The Army identified
him as a member of the

launched by the Army,
J&K Police and CRPF
Srinagar in the general

banned  Lashkar-e- area of Korag, Yousmarg.
Taiba. "Vigilant troops

Operation still observed suspicious
under way: The secu- activity, and upon being
rity forces continued challenged, terrorists

their operation in the
area after the terrorist

opened fire, prompting a

place in the Korag area of
Yousmarg after security
forces launched a joint
search operation based on
specific intelligence
inputs.

The operation was
conducted by the Army,
Jammu and Kashmir
Police and CRPF
Srinagar. The forces were

L ol

searching the general area
of Korag when troops
noticed suspicious activi-
ty. The troops challenged
the suspected terrorists.
The terrorists responded
by opening fire. Security

forces then retaliated,
leading to a fierce
exchange of gunfire.

One terrorist was

was neutralised. Searches
were being conducted in
the surrounding areas to
check for any other terror-
ists.

In a post on X, the
Army's Chinar Corps
said, "Based on specific
intelligence input, a joint
search operation was

fierce exchange of gunfire
in which one terrorist was
neutralised. Operation is
in progress." Based on
specific intelligence
input, a Joint Search
Operation was launched
by #IndianArmy,
@JmuKmrPolice and
@crpf_srinagar in general
area Korag, Yousmarg.



