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Allahabad HC cites long
trial, lets off offenders, SC
slams 'misplaced sympathy'

New Delhi, Agency: A
"gracious" trial court and a
"very indulgent" Allahabad
HC paved the way for two
offenders in a grievous hurt
case to go scotfree without
spending a day in jail on the
grounds that they suffered
because of a 22-year-long trial,
but the courts did not consider
the victim, who is still getting
treatment, Supreme Court has
said. Now, SC has directed the
accused in the 2003 case to
surrender and asked the HC to
conduct a fresh hearing.

A bench of Justices ] B
Pardiwala and K Vinod
Chandran said it was a case of
misplaced sympathy. The trial
court had awarded fiveyear jail
terms to the two, but the HC
released them on probation.
SC said the case was "doomed
from its inception insofar as
justice delivery to the victim is
concerned". "We cannot but,
with an amount of consterna-
tion, notice the casual manner
in which the trial court and the
high court considered the issue
from the stage of taking cogni-
sance till the release of the
accused on application of
Probation of Offenders Act.
They have gone scot-free with-
out suffering a single day of
imprisonment, especially by
reason of the misplaced sym-
pathy based on grandiose
expositions of law," it said.

The court passed the order
on an appeal filed by the broth-
er of the victim, who has lost
substantial functionality of
both upper limbs.

SC said the HC "went
overboard" and wondered how
it could pass such an order
despite the adverse report on
the character of the offenders,
noting that theywere involved
in multiple criminal cases.
"True, protracted trial is ago-
nising but here, the accused
were on bail and merrily
indulging in criminal activi-
ties," the bench said.

India, US 'perfectly aligned'
on key issues: Marco Rubio
defends ties with Pakistan

New Delhi, Agency: US
secretary of state Marco
Rubio urged businesses to
view the India-US relation-
ship as a strategic partner-
ship spanning technology,
trade and security, saying
the two countries were "per-
fectly aligned" on issues
that would shape the 21st
century, even as he
acknowledged that dis-
agreements between them
would persist. Addressing a
gathering of India Inc's
leading business figures at a
Freedom 250 event at BKC,
Rubio said the relationship
between the two countries
could help shape the future
of the global economy, par-
ticularly as advances in arti-
ficial intelligence and quan-
tum computing transform
industries and societies. "I
truly believe the
relationshipNEW DELHI:
Security agencies probing
the attack on actor Tiger
Shroff are investigating the
role of Lawrence Bishnoi's
top-tier US-based operative
Randeep Malik, notwith-
standing gangster Anil
Pandit claiming responsibil-
ity for it on social media.
Malik is considered very
close to both Lawrence and
his brother Anmol, who are
also likely to be questioned
in their respective jails in
Gujarat and Delhi soon,
sources have said.

Shinde calls INDIA bloc 'ten-headed
Ravana', accuses Uddhav of 'vote theft'

New Delhi, Agency:
Maharashtra deputy chief
minister Eknath Shinde on
Tuesday accused Uddhav
Thackeray of stealing the
people's mandate after the
2019 assembly elections
and called the INDIA bloc a
"ten-mouthed Ravana"
whose effigy should be
burnt.  Addressing  his
party's Dussehra rally in
Mumbai, Shinde attacked
the opposition over its alle-
gations of vote theft,
accused it of undermining
constitutional institutions
and said the government

would support farmers fac-
ing crop losses due to water
scarcity.

Without naming Shiv
Sena (UBT) chief Uddhav
Thackeray, Shinde alleged
that the actual "vote theft"
took place after the 2019
Mabharashtra assembly elec-
tions, when the undivided
Shiv Sena joined hands
with the NCP and Congress
to form a government.

"You did not even con-
test the election. You made
a Dbackdoor entry and
became chief minister. You
stabbed the mandate and

grabbed the post. It was a
huge dacoity against the
people's mandate," he said.

Shinde questioned the
opposition's allegations of
irregularities in electoral
rolls, saying it had earlier

raised concerns over an
increase in voter numbers
and was now questioning
the deletion of names.
"This is double stan-
dards and a daily show of
new drama. The INDIA

bloc is a ten-mouthed
Ravana, and we need to
burn its effigy," he said,
accusing the opposition of
seeking to undermine the
Constitution drafted by Dr
Babasaheb Ambedkar.

He also questioned why
the opposition had not
alleged vote theft when the
INDIA bloc won elections
in Telangana, Karnataka
and Himachal Pradesh.
"When you lose, you call it
vote chori and start alleging
foul play. The INDIA bloc
won elections in Telangana,
Karnataka and Himachal

Doing a real disservice's Annamalai backs
CJP leaders, questions thelr continued custody

New Delhi, Agency: Former
Tamil Nadu BIJP president K
Annamalai on Tuesday expressed
Cockroach Janata Party and ques-
tioned Delhi Police's handling of
the case against its leaders Saurav
Das and Ashutosh Ranka.

While talking to reporters,
Annamalai said that continued judi-
cial custody of CJP leaders raises
concerns about the rule of law.

"I'm a little bit concerned in our
country. I have a feeling they (Delhi
Police) have taken the law into their
hands, and the judge gets recused...
I may not agree with many of the
CJP's modes of protest. I may not
agree with some of the antics of
CJP. That's a different argument.
But I completely support CJP in

Female Safety Supervisor Injured in
Tata Steel’s MUMM Area; Undergoing
Treatment at TMH

Jamshedpur, October 21. A female
site safety supervisor, employed by
M/s GAPSPL, sustained injuries in
an incident that occurred on October
20 within the CRM ETP area part of
Tata Steel’s MUMM division. The
company management has
expressed deep concern regarding
the incident. Following immediate
first aid, the employee was admitted
to Tata Main Hospital (TMH) for
further medical care, where she is
currently undergoing treatment.
According to a statement issued by
the company, the employee received
initial first aid at the East Plant First
Aid Center immediately after the
incident. She was subsequently
referred to TMH for further medical
evaluation and treatment. A CT scan
of her brain returned normal results.
She is currently experiencing pain
in her shoulder, which is being med-

New Delhi, Agency:
Defence minister Rajnath
Singh, in the presence of
Pakistan's deputy PM and
foreign minister Mohammad
Ishaq Dar at a Shanghai
Cooperation  Organisation
(SCO) meeting in Dushanbe,
said on Tuesday that there
should not be "double stan-
dards" on terrorism as it "not
only harms innocent lives but
also investment and com-
merce".

Addressing the 25th
meeting of the council of

to terrorists," he said.
Hinting at the supply

terms of the questions they want to
raise. "It is for the government to
answer. But to arrest them for a vio-
lation and again to drag them in
terms of how they spend their time
in jail, that is only going to make
the leaders of CJP stronger. I'm
afraid of saying that the Delhi
police are doing a real disservice,"
he added. He also said that Lok

"W
TATA STEEL

ically evaluated. The company
reports that her condition is stable
and she is showing improvement;
she remains under the care and
observation of medical profession-
als.The company management has
constituted an investigation team to
determine the causes and circum-
stances surrounding the incident.
The team is currently examining the
matter to establish the facts.
Detailed information regarding the
incident is expected to be available
once the investigation is complete.

initiatives  such

New  Delhi,
External affairs minister S
Jaishankar
hailed ties between India
and the US,
partnership between the
two countries had grown
over the past few decades
despite their share of dif-
ferences.

Freedom 250 reception in
Mumbai,
Indian talent and skills had
helped shape the technolo-
gy era in the US. "Our ties
have indeed come a long
way. History records that
many Americans were sup-
portive of India's struggle
for independence.
that, whether it was infra-
structure and education or

create new avenues for devel-
opment, the minister said that
as

Sabha leader of opposition Rahul
Gandhi has every right to question
the SIR process, but institutional
damage should not be caused.

"Rahul Gandhi has every right to
question the SIR process, but insti-
tutional damage should not be
caused," he further said.

Earlier on Monday, a Delhi court
extended the CJP leaders' judicial
custody by two days for allegedly
entering Jantar Mantar, which is no
longer a designated protest venue,
and obstructing police personnel on
duty. Along with other CJP workers,
they waved the national flag at the
site and raised slogans against Chief
Election Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar before being detained and
placed under preventive custody.

Pradesh. Why was there no
vote chori then?" he asked.

Shinde accused the
Congress of looting the
country for 70 years and
alleged that it was now
demanding ballot papers
after previously winning
elections through booth
capturing.

He also hit out at oppo-
sition leaders for their
remarks on regime
changes in Bangladesh,
Nepal and Sri Lanka,
accusing them of encour-
aging anarchy in India.

New Delhi, Agency: Shiv
Sena (UBT) chief Uddhav
Thackeray on Tuesday called
for a regime change, accused
the government of undermining
electoral rights. He backed the
youth protests, calling them
revolutionaries meanwhile
asserting his party's claim to
the saffron identity at the
party's annual Dussehra rally at
Shivaji Park in Mumbai.
According to  Media,
Thackeray said young people
had the right to protest against
alleged electoral irregularities,
particularly those affecting new
voters. He also called for a
change in the political estab-
lishment and asserted that the
saffron identity could not be

'Youth on streets are revolutionaries'
Uddhav Thackeray calls for "regime change'

taken away from his party.

"Protest is the right of youth
because 'vote chori' is happen-
ing with everyone, especially

new voters,"

about a 'regime change'," the
former Maharashtra chief min-
ister said at the rally. "Youth
who have hit the streets are not
Naxalites, they are revolution-
aries
Uddhav Thackeray said.

Thackeray said.
"We are standing up to bring

seeking their rights,"

'Expect partners to show zero tolerance on terrorism'

EAM thanks US for handing over Tahawwur Rana

Agency:
on Tuesday

saying the

Addressing the

Jaishankar said

India's
Indian talent

States.

After including the

for the sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity of all coun-
tries, adding that projects not
founded on these principles
will not be sustainable. He
emphasised the need to move
beyond physical connectivity
by simplifying customs pro-
cedures, promoting digital
documentation, improving
logistics and adopting inter-
operable digital solutions to
reduce the cost of doing busi-
ness across the region. He
urged the SCO to build on the

strong foundation established
the

food, agriculture, and tech-
nology, our partnership has
made a real difference to
development.

skills have helped shape
the tech era in the United
Of course, we've
had our share of issues,

which we approach the
world and its challenges,"

No double standards on terror, need unified action
to dismantle its entire ecosystem Rajnath at 5CO

he said.

decades,
has steadily
and Indian

manner in examples.

"But in the last few
our partnership
expanded,
acquiring new dimensions
and new facets. The Quad,
Mission 500, Pax Silica,
and the Forge Initiative are
among some of the notable
Growth in the
fields of energy, defence,
and civil aviation has actu-

ally been striking," he
added.

Jaishankar also thanked
Washington for its decision
to extradite Tahawwur
Hussain Rana, a key con-
spirator in the 26/11
Mumbai terror attacks, to
India. He said New Delhi
expected its partners to
show  zero tolerance
towards terrorism.
"Secretary Rubio, all of
Mumbai, and indeed all of
India, appreciate your lay-
ing a wreath today at the
Taj Hotel's 26/11
Memorial. India also wel-
comes this administration's
decision to  extradite
Tahawwur Hussain Rana,
who was one of the key
culprits.

Deeply regrettable': Sanjay Raut's Albania arson
post draws flak from party colleague, others

New Delhi, Agency: Former
Rajya Sabha member and Shiv
Sena (UBT) leader Priyanka
Chaturvedi on Tuesday disagreed
with her party colleague Sanjay
Raut for suggesting that India
should learn a lesson from the stu-
dent-led protests in Albania, which
turned violent and targeted demo-
cratic  institutions.,Raut  had
claimed that people in Albania had
set the country's Supreme Court
ablaze for allegedly helping "cor-
rupt prime ministers".

"The people of Albania have
burned down the Supreme Court.
The people were enraged because
the Supreme Court was helping

hands,
bilise institutions, whether it be the
Supreme Court or Parliament, is
entirely unacceptable," Chaturvedi
said. "Those who suggest that we
should draw inspiration from the
protests in Bangladesh to pursue a
regime change:

heads of govt (CHG) of SCO,
Rajnath called upon member
states to make concerted
efforts to dismantle the entire
ecosystem of terrorism,
describing the menace as one
of the gravest threats to peace
and development. "Terrorism
results in the loss of innocent
lives and disrupts investment
and commerce. It radicalises
societies and deprives youth
of the opportunities they
rightfully deserve. There can
be no justification for terror-
ism, no double standards in
addressing it, and no place
for those who finance, sup-
port, or provide safe havens

chain disruptions due to the
West Asia conflict, Rajnath,
who represents India on
behalf of PM Narendra Modi,
said, "In the changing global
economic environment, SCO
countries will have to work
together on resilient supply
chains, better trade and
investment, and technology-
driven development. India's
vision is clear-ensuring inclu-
sive development for all
member countries through
security, connectivity, and
opportunity."

Pointing out that India
supports initiatives that link
markets, facilitate trade and

International ~ North-South
Transport Corridor and the
Chabahar Port can contribute
significantly to connecting
Central Asia with broader
markets. Stressing that the
benefits of economic cooper-
ation must reach all sections
of society, he reaffirmed
India's support for the adop-
tion of an action plan for the
multilateral trade and eco-
nomic cooperation  pro-
gramme for the period 2026-
2030.

The minister stressed that
connectivity must be based
on consultation and respect

corrupt prime ministers. The
protesting public has also attacked
Parliament and  government
offices, as well as the ministers'
homes," Raut said in a post on X.m
"All countries should learn a les-
son from these events. Especially
India," he added.

Chaturvedi, however, con-
demned the remarks, saying India
did not need to learn from any
other country. She also warned
against people taking the law into
their own hands and destabilising
institutions. "India does not need to
learn from any other country.
Albania is a small nation that
endured years under a communist
dictatorship; the idea that people

over the past 25 years and
chart a forward-looking
roadmap focused on consen-
sus-driven cooperation and
tangible outcomes.

Rajnath recalled the
deliberations at the SCO
Summit in Bishkek in Aug-
Sept, when PM Modi under-
lined the need for concrete
steps by the organisation on
issues related to security,
connectivity, and opportuni-
ty. "India believes that the
SCO must remain efficient
and steadfast in its adherence
to the principles of sovereign
equality, consensus, and
mutual respect.

&
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should take the law into their own

disrupt order, and desta-

this is deeply

regrettable, as those protests were
not merely led by students; they
were eventually co-opted by an
Islamist movement, which led to
attacks on minorities,
Hindu minorities.
regime change has no place in any
democracy, and we should not look
to examples like Albania, Paris, or
other such instances for guidance,"
she added. BJP also slammed Shiv
Sena (UBT) leader Sanjay Raut for
his remarks. In a post in Marathi on
X, Raut on Monday shared a 13-
second video clip of a purported
incident of arson in Albania, say-
ing all countries should take a les-
son from these events, "especially"
India.

including
Such violent



