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India deal pretty close, will
be different Trump; pact to
exclude unresolved sectors

New Delhi,
Anticipation of an early trade
deal with US rose higher on

Agency:

Wednesday when US
President Donald Trump, after
months of dillydallying, said
that his administration was
"pretty close" to a pact with
India, though asserting that it
will be different from other
trade agreements. "They want
to make a deal. We're going to
make a deal. Pretty close,
yeah... It's going to be a much
different kind of deal than
we've done," Trump told
reporters at Oval Office. His
comments came hours after
US secretary of state Marco
Rubio said that the two coun-
tries are "as close as you can
be without having an executed
agreement". Last week, com-
merce & industry minister
Piyush Goyal had said that the
deal had almost been finalised
and what remained was the
legal vetting, while stating
that it will be implemented
once there was clarity on
India's competitive advantage.
However, officials in Delhi
were parsing Trump's state-
ment about the likely deal
being different, and keeping
their fingers crossed given the
many twists and turns during
the negotiations.

There has been specula-
tion in certain quarters that the
much-awaited deal may not
be comprehensive, covering
all sectors, and the two sides
may like to leave aside the

"Tricolor row': What happened at Priyanka Gandhi's son
Raihan's exhibition at Bikaner House - controversy explained

New Delhi, Agency: A
controversy erupted at Delhi's
Bikaner House after artist and
photographer Raihan Vadra,
son of Congress leader
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra and
business man Robert Vadra,
alleged that the venue's man-
agement asked him to remove
around 74 photographs docu-
menting recent youth protests
ahead of his solo exhibition,
"No Idea Is Final".

Raihan also alleged that he
was asked to remove two pho-
tographs of the Indian flag,
saying he had refused to take
them down.

The exhibition opened as
scheduled on Wednesday, with
around 40  photographs
remaining on display while

more than 70 were removed,
according to a PTI report. The
show, featuring wildlife pho-
tography, abstract works and
images of recent youth move-
ments, is scheduled to contin-
ue until Sunday.

In a post on Instagram,
Raihan wrote, "Five hours
ago, the Bikaner House
Management forced me to
remove the bulk of the art-
works displayed in my show
"No Idea Is Final", which
opens this evening at 7 pm.
The photos were of the youth
protests in Delhi. Apparently,
the content is "objectionable".
They also directed me to
remove two photos of the
Tiranga. I have refused. I will
not take down a picture of the

Indian flag."

Why were the photographs
removed? Raihan told PTI that
the management had raised
objections to the "political
nature" of the protest photo-
graphs. He said he was
informed at 3.30 pm on
Wednesday that the images
had to be removed by 5 pm or

the exhibition would be can-
celled.

According to Raihan, the
management said that, given
the prevailing political climate
in India, it was not the right
time to display the images. He
maintained that the photo-
graphs did not convey a polit-
ical message and merely docu-

mented protests over the pre-
ceding six months.

"I felt it is my duty as an
Indian artist, not just because |
am doing a show right now,
but it is my duty as an Indian
artist to document what is
going on... They are censoring
the work of artists, I don't
know what they are scared of.
They even went to the extent
of removing the picture of the
Indian flag," he told PTIL.

Raihan also said he had
shared the exhibition proposal
and layout with the manage-
ment well in advance and
objected to the removal of
nearly half the artworks less
than 24 hours before the open-
ing.m A Bikaner House offi-
cial told PTTI that the adminis-

tration was not authorised to
comment on the matter.

Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
criticised the alleged removal
of the photographs, describing
it as an attempt to silence
young voices. "I think it's
ridiculous. What do you
think? He is a young boy but I
suppose you know, they are
muzzling the voice of the
youth across the nation. So it's
only expected that they'll do it
to anyone," she told PTL

"His photographs of the
protests, not a single commen-
tary, not a single thing that
was either derogatory towards
anyone, just a visual docu-
mentation of the protest. So, |
mean, clearly this is the way
they think.

NMC denotifies medical education rules
annual disclosures risk lacking verification

New Delhi, Agency: National
Medical Commission has denotified the
Maintenance of Standards of Medical
Education Regulations, 2023. With the
denotification, all specific penalties
against medical institutions that fail to
comply with any of the statutory provi-
sions and regulations or minimum stan-
dards are no longer applicable.

Any action taken while the regula-
tions were in force would not be affect-
ed. However, NMC has not taken any
action against many colleges flouting
regulations as in the case of non-pay-
ment of stipend to MBBS interns and
doctors doing PG. Colleges will now
have little to fear if they do not pay
stipend as the penalty for is not speci-
fied in the NMC Act.

Without evaluation, med colleges’

disclosure would just be unverified

claims : The Act only states that the
Medical Assessment and Rating Board
shall take such measures, including
issuing warning, imposition of mone-
tary penalty, reducing intake or stop-
page of admissions or recommendation
for withdrawal of recognition against a
medical institution for failure to main-
tain the minimum essential standards
specified. "Notwithstanding such deno-
tification, the requirement of furnishing

the annual disclosure report shall con-
tinue to operate" in accordance with
relevant sections of NMC Act 2019,
read the denotification announcement
gazetted on Oct 14. NMC Act stipulates
that the UnderGraduate Medical
Education Board and the Post-Graduate
Medical Education Board shall specify
norms for compulsory annual disclo-
sures by medical institutions. The 2019
Act also states that MARB may con-
duct evaluation of any institute at any
time without prior notice. However,
with the denotification, the aspects that
need to be included in the evaluation
report, such as verification of physical
infrastructure, availability of the
required number of faculty and review
of feedback from students, have also
been removed.

SC stays probe against Vijayan & kin for

New Delhi, Agency:
Supreme Court Wednesday stayed
for a week Kerala Police's investi-
gation against ex-CM Pinarayi
Vijayan and his relatives in the
CMRL-Exalogic payoff case and
said a division bench of HC
should not have refused them per-
mission to appeal against the sin-
gle judge's order directing an FIR
and probe.A special bench of
Justices Joymalya Bagchi and V
Mohana, hearing appeals filed by
Vijayan, his daughter Veena T and
son-in-law Mohd Riyas PA,
stayed the probe by state police.

Referring to Section 175(4) of
BNSS, which requires a report
from the public servant's superior
officer before ordering an investi-
gation into a complaint against the
public servant for acts done in dis-

a week to enable him to move hlgh court

charge of official duties, the bench
said, "The single judge not only
directed registration of FIR, which
is the mandate in SC ruling in
Vijay Madanlal case, but ordered
commencement of investigation
and submission of final report."

"Commencement of investi-
gation and taking the same to log-
ical conclusion will require due
compliance with other statutory
requirements under the special
law (as laid down in Charanjit
Singh judgement of Supreme
Court)," it said.

issues which have been partic-
ularly nettlesome to have an
understanding on those for
which they have been able to
hammer out agreements. Last
year, Indian oil companies
entered into agreements to
import gas from US, and there
are demands from American
companies on specific techno-
logical products, which govt

Drone-linked narco-terror module busted in

Jammu; 804 gm heroin; 1.1 kg oplum seized

Shrinagar,Agency: J&K [l N
police have busted a drone- [
linked narco-terror network
and seized 804 grams of heroin
and 1.11 kg of opium from a

"This evil man will be punished': Union minister Rijiju
warns Delhi influencer over 'racial' abuse of Tripura youth

New Delhi, Agency:
Union minister Kiren Rijiju
on Wednesday strongly
condemned "racial" harass-

police to coordinate with
Delhi Police and ensure a
proper investigation into
the incident.

is willing to accept, provided Vill&,‘ge in Jammu  district's ment of a tribal youth from CPM state secretary
these help secure easier access | Arnia sector. Tripura's Gomati district by and leader of the opposition
for locally produced textiles, "Preliminary investigation a Delhi-based social media " Jitendra Chaudhury
footwear and engineering | has indicated a cross-border : influencer Amir Shokeen. N w17 . demanded an apology from
goods. nexus. Inquiry is underway to 1 Rijiju took to X late \ ./kg.\l- 5 Shokeen. "Establish a

identify the source of the con- revealed about the smuggling | Wednesday and shared a precedent that is both

also responsible for the
spread of hatred," the
Union parliamentary affairs
minister said.

In the video circulating
online,  Shokeen can
allegedly be heard making
racial remarks against the
youth. The clip, which sur-
faced on Tuesday evening,
purportedly shows him
asking the young man
whether he was the "presi-

dent" of a neighbouring
country. He allegedly
mocked Tripura when the
youth responded that he
was Indian.

Political parties in
Tripura closed ranks on
Wednesday over the inci-
dent and demanded legal
action against Shokeen.

Tripura chief minister
Manik Saha directed the
state director general of

Delhi protests India's
internal matter, won't
comment; Rubio; calls
UN experts an 'oxymoron'

resounding and unmistak-
able, ensuring no one ever
dares insult Tripura and the
Tiprasa community again,"
he said. Congress MLA
Sudip Roy Barman called
for a joint protest in Delhi,
saying, "This type of atti-
tude is  intolerable."
Meanwhile, Shokeen post-
ed a video on Facebook
claiming that the incident
was scripted.

Kuwait-flagged tanker carrying 21 Indian seafarers
hit by projectile in Strait of Hormuz, all safe

New Delhi, Agency: A
Kuwait-flagged oil product tanker
carrying 21 Indian seafarers was
struck by an unidentified projectile
while transiting the Strait of
Hormuz on Wednesday, with all

video of the incident,
acknowledging the delay in
filing an official complaint
but warning that the
accused would face action.

"This evil man will be
punished. There was delay
in lodging the official com-
plaint but Delhi Police and
Tripura Police will teach
him a hard lesson. People
who tolerate such wicked
behavior in the society are

module."

Earlier on Oct 6, police
arrested two people in connec-
tion with an alleged drone-
dropping case in Arnia. "An
Italian-made Beretta pistol, two
magazines, four live rounds,
500 grams of heroin, and 500
grams of opium were recov-
ered from their possession,”" a
police officer said.

signment, its intended recipi-
ents, and persons involved in
the network," police said.

The network came to light
during the questioning of a 26-
year-old man arrested for con-
suming drugs in RS Pura on
Wednesday.

Police said, "The arrested
man, Sunny Kumar, a resident
of Kotli Mirdian, Suchetgarh,

ot 1,000 people from 126 districts once hit by

described the Delhi protests
as India's internal political
matter, saying the US would
not comment on an issue
that was for the Indian peo-
ple to decide and navigate.
He also seemed to brush

Naxalism to attend Ekta Diwas parade in Kevadia

New Delhi, Agency: The end
of armed Naxalism within the
March 31, 2026 deadline set
by home minister Amit Shah

this year, will also feature
tableaux designed around the
theme of "Vande Mataram"
and constructed by the people

aside criticism by "UN , . o . crew members reported safe, Union

experts”  of the  Indian | 2 well 150 years of "Vande and private entities with cor- minister of ports. shipping and
P Mataram' will be celebrated at porate social responsibility POrs, pping

crackdown as he called waterways Sarbananda Sonowal

the Rashtriya Ekta Diwas
parade and Bharat Parv at
Kevadia, Gujarat, this year to
mark Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel's birth anniversary on
Oct 31. Around 7,000 people
from 126 districts that at some

(CSR) funds, with no involve-
ment of the govt.

The 15 designs for the
tableaux, selected through
competition, are based on the
implications  of  'Vande
Mataram' on nationhood and

said. The vessel, M/T Al Dasma,
was hit on October 21, amid the
ongoing Middle East tensions.

The minister said in a post on X
that the authorities were monitoring
the situation and were in contact
with the ship management compa-

them an "oxymoron".

"It's a domestic political
matter. I mean, I'm not
going to get involved in
their politics... this is a
democracy. They have elec-
tions here, so I'm not going

Kuwait, the strike triggered a fire
aboard the tanker, which was sub-
sequently extinguished. The vessel
remained stationary following the
incident, and all crew members
were reported safe.

Another tanker incident in

the forefront of the decisive

local people from these 126

to opine on their domestic point of t;nllf ;tv ere undi the  Jistricts have been invited. fight against left-wing deveﬁ:ﬁspmerﬁl Isob e | Y to ensure the safety of the crew.  Strait of Hormuz: The latest inci-
political matters," said §courge_ﬁ> ett-wing EX lf ™" They will not only be specta- extremist violence. A short | ere with aiso ‘ Za cu 1' "On Oct 21, Kuwait-flagged oil  dent comes amid a series of attacks
Rubio. "We have protests 1smt: Wil p am(;np ate both as—"for all the performances  film will play on LED screens ]E;l, Progr ?mflrne cgrfafe entirely product tanker M/T AL DASMA,  and security incidents involving
every day in US... obvious- performets and spectators -y, - iy also, through their at the venue as the contingents ) PCOP Ifom a1 erentsates | carrying 21 Indian seafarers, was — commercial shipping in the Gulf

ly I'm not talking about the event to be graced by interactions, share the hard- pass in front of the Prime and communities who have | gtruck by an unknown projectile region.

riots, like what you're see- i;lrg.e Minister Narendra ships they had to undergo at Minister, the chief guest, sum- Zlade dGuS]aggI) thftl,rthom,?i while  transiting the Strait of Earlier, on October 16, crude
ing in Europe, where 0[}' . h ; the hands of Maoists and how marising the salient feature of hroun <ia a 1; s I:Vulr Hormuz. All 21 of our Indian crew  oil tanker MT ST 3, carrying 15
they're vandalising and | .néon K;[ni SCCICATY  their lives have changed now. their achievements in elimi- ° fov:}clage nees ?n cut ¢ ¢ | members, along with the rest Ofthﬁ Indian seafarers, was struck by a
breaking into things and ovin viohan on "Their participation will nating armed Naxalism. M e respective stales | crew are  completely —safe, projectile in the Strait of Hormuz.
. =, Wednesday said around 2,000 . o through this mega-perform- | Sonowal said. - .
burning down buildings. artists drawn from 126 dis- underline the resilience of The three elements ance Sonowal had said that all Indian
I'm not talking about that," communities  that have (marchpast, drama, interac- : - sarbanandsonwal (@sar- nationals aboard the vessel were

tricts that were once Naxal-
affected, will join the celebra-
tions by putting up a dramatic
performance, directed by the
National School of Drama
(NSD), through which they
will recount how their life and
property were threatened
when Naxalism was rampant
in their area.

In addition, around 5,000

I = <«

A play will be organised
on the eve of Oct 31 on the
theme 'Anand Math'. To be
directed by NSD, it will be
based on the abiding philoso-
phy of Anand Math: that
every person of India has a
responsibility of building a
bright future for the country
and being aware of its cultural
heritage.

banandsonwal) "We are continu-
ously monitoring the situation and
remain in close contact with the
ship management company to
ensure the ongoing security and
wellbeing of our seafarers," he
added. The United Kingdom
Maritime  Trade  Operations
(UKMTO) tracked the incident at a
location 11 nautical miles west of
Bukha, Oman. According to Times

endured conflict and highlight
the role of cultural expression
in strengthening national inte-
gration," said Govind Mohan.

The 2026 edition of the
parade will also feature
march-past by contingents of
all the central armed police
forces (CAPFs) and state
police personnel who were in

tions), the home secretary
said, will showcase India's
struggle  against armed
Naxalism, the fact it has now
been eradicated and most
importantly, how develop-
ment has replaced violence in
the affected districts.

The Ekta Diwas parade, to
be held in the evening hours

safe and no casualties had been
reported. In a separate incident on
October 14, chemical tanker
YARA J, carrying nine Indian sea-
farers, was hit by a drone at Sulina
Anchorage off Romania. Sonowal
had said that all 24 Indian nationals
aboard the two vessels involved in
the incidents were safe, with no
casualties or injuries.

Rubio said. "But in many
ways, the fact that people
are out there expressing
themselves - I'm not talking
about India, in any country
in the world - is the sign
that this is a country where
there's political discourse
and so forth and differences
of opinion," he said.




