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Govt plans colour-coded
driving licence for
Indlans, foreigners

New Delhl, Agency: In
a first, govt has proposed
mentioning the nationality
of driving licence holders
on DLs and introducing
separate colour schemes

for Indian andforeign
nationals as well as doing
away with affidavits sworn
before an executive magis-
trate or notary as proof of
age and address, which has
the potential of being mis-
used. Life insurance poli-
cies, too, would no longer
be accepted as proof.
Proposing sweeping
changes to the driving
licence (DL) regime under
Motor Vehicles Rules, the
road transport ministry
Wednesday issued a draft
notification to raise the
pass mark for the online
safe-driving tutorial
assessment from the cur-
rent 60% to 75%.

It has also proposed
making it mandatory for
licences to carry the hold-
er's blood group, mobile
number and emergency
contact details. The min-
istry has proposed waiving
fees for specified DL serv-
ices, including changes to
address, name and contact
number, if applicants avail
themselves of these servic-
es through online Aadhaar
authentication.

At present, if an appli-
cant cannot produce any of
the 12 listed documents,
the licencing authority
"may accept an affidavit
sworn before an executive
magistrate, judicial magis-
trate or notary public as
proof of age and address".

Movie glorifies vio-
lence, generalises graft
in medical field: IMA

New Delhi, Agency:
Indian Medical Association
has written to [&B ministry
to urgently review the pro-
motional content of Sunny
Deol-starrer 'Suryaa - Ant
Se Aarambh Tak', alleging
that it generalises corrup-
tion in the medical profes-
sion and depicts violence
against healthcare workers
in ways that could erode
public trust and put doctors'
safety at risk.

In a letter, dated Oct 22,
to I&B minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw, IMA national
president Dr Anilkumar J
Nayak sought an impartial
review of the promo video
for the upcoming film and
appropriate corrective
measures from its makers.
It also called for a ban or
other action if justified
under applicable law. The
letter was also copied to the
Union health and home
ministries and the chairper-
son of National Medical
Commission.

IMA flagged what it
described as the risk of por-
traying corruption and
unethical practices as rep-
resentative of the medical
fraternity. While stressing
that individual wrongdoing
must be investigated and
punished, it said the actions
of a few should not tarnish
the reputation of doctors as
a community.

It expressed concern
over scenes depicting phys-
ical assaults on doctors,
nurses and hospital staff,
particularly when such acts
appear heroic or justified.

dise ool fdtee

eI, AR, 24 31acER, 2026

In recent weeks, young people
have been tear-gassed in Brussels
and have thrown stones at police in
Tirana. Earlier this year, thousands
marched on India’s Parliament.

The causes differ. The pattern
does not: a generation that feels
shut out of a fair future is taking
to the streets and, increasingly,
finding it is not alone when it gets
there.

One  generation, many
triggers- The “Gen Z protest”
label took hold with Kenya's 2024
tax protests and gathered force
in 2025. In Nepal, anger over
a social media ban, corruption
and nepotism brought down
the government in September.
Madagascar’s youth rallied over
water and power cuts, and the
president dissolved his government
in  October. In Morocco, the
grievances were inequalities in
health and education; by the end
of October, more than 2,400
people faced prosecution. In
Peru, pension anger and distrust
of Congress ended with President
Dina Boluarte’s removal. In
Bangladesh, a student-led
uprising ousted Sheikh Hasina,

Tarique Rahman to power.

The sparks varied: a platform
ban, an electricity cut, a school
roof. The underlying complaint
did not. Young people described
institutions that failed to deliver
jobs, schooling  or
accountability.

A shared playbook- Three
features recur. First, social media
is the organizing tool. Second,
protests adopt humorous or pop-
culture symbols; AFP spotted
the straw-hat skull emblem from
the manga One Piece at protests
in more than a dozen countries.
Third, movements openly copy
one another. A Nepali protester
said the changes after Nepal's
uprising spread through digital
platforms and influenced other
countries. This month, an Albanian
student told the BBC that after
135 peaceful days, protesters were
now trying to do it like in France.

Analysts also point to a
weakness. The loose, leaderless
structure  that makes these
movements quick to form and
hard to crush has rarely produced
political projects beyond their
opening demands. Morocco shows
the risk: some reform pledges,
followed by mass prosecutions.

France: when pupils pull in
the grown-ups- France is the
hub of the current European wave.
According to Reuters, unrest began
last month over education funding
and school conditions, then
broadened into a wider movement
about inequality, public spending
and living standards. It follows
a year of French protest against

decent
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Cockroaches, Flamingos and Classrooms:
The Gen Z Protest Wave from Delhi to Paris

Tout” (Let's Block Everything)
mobilization of September 2025.
The student core is striking.
The AP reports that high-schoolers
have spent more than three weeks
blockading and demonstrating
outside schools, despite mass
arrests and mounting injuries.
At a school in Saint-Denis,
where staff and students have
long complained of dilapidated
buildings and rat infestations,
Greta Thunberg joined hundreds
of teenagers and said the whole
world was watching. What matters
is less what she said than what her
presence signals: a protest about
school conditions has become
a cause that adult activists and
public figures feel drawn to.

Brussels and Tirana:
contagion  across  borders-
Belgium shows how fast the
mood travels. On Saturday,

Reuters reported, several hundred
mostly young people protested in
Brussels, and rioters clashed with
police in unrest partly inspired
by France. Police used tear gas
and water cannon, and a car
was overturned. Interior Minister
Bernard Quintin said it was no
longer mere protest. Yet the crowd
was not only teenagers. Anadolu
Agency reported teachers and
trade union activists among the
marchers, objecting to education
reforms, austerity and what they
called police repression. Students
in Liege had protested education
costs earlier this month.

Albania’s movement is older
and openly anti-government.
For roughly 140 evenings this

in central Tirana with pictures
of flamingos, calling on Prime
Minister Edi Rama to resign. The
movement emerged in the spring
amid luxury resort plans linked to
Jared Kushner. The BBC noted
that the early protests drew young
and old, including parents with
children and even grandparents.
But numbers dwindled as the
government gave no ground.

Then  schoolchildren  and
students joined, and the character
changed. Clashes in Tirana have
now run for five consecutive days,
with protesters throwing stones,
fireworks and Molotov cocktails,
and police using water cannon and
tear gas; rubber bullets were also
reported. The violence has spread
to Durres, Shkoder, Korce and
Vlora, and dozens of police have
been hurt. The US embassy urged
restraint, saying violence is not
civic activism. Young protesters
told the BBC this is a new phase
born of the earlier movement,
the question of
whether the Flamingo movement
has radicalized.

India: from meme to mass
movement- India’s story unfolded
earlier and shows the widening-
circle effect most clearly. It began
as satire. After India’s Chief Justice
reportedly described unemployed
young people as cockroaches and
parasites, Abhijeet Dipke, a Boston
University student, announced the
Cockroach Janta Party on 16 May,
a play on the ruling BJP. Then the
NEET medical entrance exam was
found compromised by a paper
leak, and the joke acquired a real

which raises

Instagram account now has more
than 25 million followers, over
twice the BJP’s.

The first Delhi protest, at Jantar
Mantar on 6 June, drew hundreds
of students in cockroach masks,
including a 17-year-old who
travelled overnight from Madhya
Pradesh. Many said they had never
protested before. After weeks of
largely peaceful demonstrations,
thousands marched on Parliament
and clashed with riot police, NPR
reported.

Then the circle widened. When
Sonam Wangchuk, the education
reformer and climate activist,
joined an indefinite hunger strike
on 28 June, it drew in parents,
retired civil servants, lawyers and
public figures with no history in
student politics. Members of a
left-wing student association had
already joined the hunger strike.
After 36 days, analysts report,
the government conceded the
central demand for Education
Minister Dharmendra Pradhan'’s
resignation.  Student  leaders
insist the victory owes nothing
to government goodwill and say
protests will resume unless cases
against demonstrators are dropped.

What connects them, and
what doesn't- Put these cases side
by side and a sequence appears.
Protest starts among  school
and university students, whose
grievances are concrete: a leaked
exam, a crumbling classroom,
a fee. Because those grievances
touch families, they pull in a
second ring of teachers, unions
and parents. When police respond

and February's election brought

austerity, including the “Bloquons

summer,  Albanians

gathered

target.

PBS reports the party’s

forcefully, a third ring joins,

motivated less by the original
issue than by the response. France,
Belgium, Albania and India each
show some version of this. That is
my interpretation of the reporting,
not an established law.

The differences matter just
as much. I found no evidence
coordination;
look like parallel reactions to
similar pressures, strengthened
by imitation. The goals vary: one
minister in India, a prime minister
in Albania, budgets and school
funding in France and Belgium.
Methods ~ vary  too. India’s
movement leaned on hunger
strikes and satire, while Albania's
has turned violent. And not every
young mobilization is progressive;
observers caution that Gen Z
politics is polarized, with some
young people drawn to nationalist
and conservative causes.

The open question- Nepal
and Bangladesh show that youth
protest can topple governments.
Morocco shows it can be met with
mass prosecution. India offers a
narrower and perhaps more typical
outcome: a concession, and a
movement waiting to see whether
it holds.

What France's pupils, Albania’s
flamingo marchers and Belgium's
students achieve will depend less
on their numbers than on two
things: whether the wider public
they have drawn in stays with
them, and whether governments
answer the grievances or only the
street.

of central these

Author is professor
in Punjab University at
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New norms to limit fuel leaks, protect Centre flags data gap, regulatory hur-

EV batteries in rear-end crashes

New Delhi, Agency:

has tightened norms for protec-
tion of fuel systems and electric
power drive systems, with all
new vehicles manufactured from
April 2029 onwards required to
comply with the new standards, a
move that will prevent fire in

rear-end collisions.

In a notification, road trans-
port ministry has also made the
automotive standard, AIS-192,

mandatory for Event

Recorder (EDR) from Oct 2029
if it is installed in any car. The
EDR feature is not mandatory for
all cars, and it remains an option-
al feature. EDR records crash
details, which help establish what
happened immediately before
and during a collision. It is simi-
lar in purpose to an aircraft's
flight-data recorder or black box.

Govt

crash test,
Data

In the case of standards for
fire safety, the revised automo-
tive industry standards (AIS)-101
specify that after a rear-impact

liquid-fuel systems
must not develop more than
slight leakage and continuous
leakage must not exceed 30
grams per minute. The key safety
requirements include the fuel
system not allowing a fire to be
sustained following the impact.
In the case of electric vehicles,
the battery and its securing mech-
anism must remain in position
during and after the impact test.

hospitals

hospital

the

patients steep mark-ups
on medicines and con-
sumables, govt officials
have flagged gaps in data
and regulatory hurdles in
extending price controls
to hospital supplies, say-
ing the Centre first needs
to establish the extent of
margins before consider-
ing intervention.

The Union govt has
told the SC in its affi-
davit that margins on
consumables
can range from 100% to
1,000% or more, high-
lighting concerns over
high
patients often face on

charging

supplies
treatment. However, a

senior

hospital

mark-ups

Hospitals 'overcharging' is a malprac-
tice: Govt to Supreme Court

New Delhi, Agency:
Govt has admitted before
Supreme Court the "mal-
practice” of hospitals
charging patients high
MRPs for medicines and
consumables, and said it
was conscious of the prob-
lem, examining it and
devising appropriate inter-
ventions in consultation
with all stakeholders.

In an affidavit filed in
SC on the issue of capping
prices of all medicines and
medical consumables,
chemicals and fertilisers
ministry said that patients
have a very low bargain-
ing position with respect
to hospitals, resulting in
various malpractices. The
affidavit noted the irony
of India being home to
companies making cheap
drugs but patients here
having to pay way above
the manufacturing price,
as well as patients being
subjected to overcharging
by hospitals.

"The Indian drug mar-
ket is fairly competitive,
with a large number of
pharmaceutical compa-

nies in every drug seg-
ment, resulting in one of
the lowest prices in the
world. Ordinarily, where
there is substantial compe-
tition, there is no need to
regulate prices. However,
by their very nature,
health treatment and phar-
maceutical products
involve information and
bargaining asymmetries
between patients on the
one hand, and retail phar-
macies, hospital pharma-
cies, hospitals providing
treatment and doctors on
the other," the affidavit
said.

The govt affidavit said
a patient has a "very low
bargaining position vis-a-
vis the hospital, and the
patient's knowledge of

drugs their substitutes
and their prices is also
very limited". These bar-
gaining and information
asymmetries result in var-
ious malpractices in the
system despite strong
competition among manu-
facturers, leading to the
need for regulation, it
said. Enumerating the
steps taken by it to control
the pricing of drugs, govt
said ceiling prices for 935
scheduled formulations
and retail prices of 3,881
new drugs have been
fixed. Govt filed the affi-
davit on a plea filed by Dr
Sanjay Kulshrestha, who
referred to a Niti Aayog
report and a 2020 state-
ment of the then health
minister Harsh Vardhan

that expenditure on health
pushed an estimated six
crore families below the
poverty line each year.

The affidavit said hos-
pitals buy medicines from
manufacturers who pro-
vide highest trade margin
and then sell those medi-
cines to patients at MRP,
with margins ranging
from 170% to 700% or
more in the case of anti-
cancer drugs.

"That another area of
concern in the sector is the
supply of consumables in
hospitals, where margins
of 100% to 1000% or
more are prevalent, along
with a tendency of hospi-
tals to purchase consum-
ables that have a high
MRP and margin, with a
low price to the distribu-
tor/hospital. Ordinarily,
hospital supplies are
included in the package
cost for treatment of major
diseases/ procedures
under govt schemes/
insurance, and govt/ insur-
ance agencies negotiate
and fix the lowest rate for
such packages.

used during

official
Media that the govt does
not have the data needed
to assess margins across
supplies and
determine whether wider
controls are warranted.
"We first need to get
the data and then exam-
ine whether there is a
margin and a need to
control it," another sen-
ior official said, explain-
ing that the purchase
price of medicines and

vention.

prices for

told

ables, officials

and consultation.

charge patients before
deciding on any inter-

Centre fixes ceiling
scheduled
medicines and has limit-
ed annual price increases
for non-scheduled drugs
up to 10%. It has decided
to cap trade margins on
certain anti-cancer medi-
cines at 30% of MRP.
Extending similar con-
trols to other medicines
and hospital consum-
said,
would require analysis
A package rates without
health ministry official,
however, raised doubts

dles in curblng hospital mark-ups

New Delhi, Agency:
Amid SC's scrutiny of

consumables would about how far the govt
need to be compared could regulate hospital
with what hospitals billing, saying hospitals,

with health being a state
subject and governed by
the Clinical
Establishments Act or
other laws enacted by
state govts.. The Centre's
role, the official said, is
largely confined to drug-
price regulation through
the National
Pharmaceutical Pricing
Authority.

Regulating individual
components of hospital
bills would be difficult,
the official said, pointing
out that hospitals charge
providing detailed
itemised bills.

MEA calls out UN report for
saying Dawood Ibrahim's D-
company India- based

New Delhi, Agency:
India slammed a UN special
rapporteur's report which
described  Pakistan-based
gangster Dawood Ibrahim's
D-company as an India-based
criminal group. Pointing to
"glaring inaccuracies" in the
report, India warned that such
incompetence caused tremen-
dous harm to the global body.

First secretary in India's
permanent mission to UN,
Raghoo Puri, said the outfit and
its chief were wanted in India
in connection with the 1993
Mumbai blasts. "Let me correct
it for the record. This individ-
ual fled India much before the
2003 listing, and it was during
this period... that he was listed
for being associated with Al
Qaida and with Osama bin
Laden," Puri said.

First secretary in India's
permanent mission to UN,
Raghoo Puri, was responding
to a report by Ben Saul, the
special rapporteur on the
'Promotion and Protection of
Human Rights and
Fundamental Freedoms while
Countering Terrorism'.

"My delegation has been

&
«

pointing out in other forums as
well our serious concern at the
unacceptable situation of the
SR (special rapporteur) releas-
ing reports with factual inaccu-
racies, while not being held
accountable for them," Puri
said. He said this presented
member-states
accompli, an unfortunate situa-
tion for an organisation already
facing challenges to its legiti-
macy. "It is in this context that
we would like to point out
some particularly glaring inac-
curacies as far as my country is
concerned," Puri said.

with a fait

Puri underlined that the

report by Ben Saul said in
2003,
Security Council listed the
chief of a criminal group, "the

the United Nations

India-based D-Company", for
association with Al Qaida.
mm m.



