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BRIFF NEWS

Study traces how
an El Nino changed
the pollution map

New Delhl, Agency
Study traces how an EI
Nifio changed the pollution
map;he winter of 2022-23
was remarkably clean in
north India with PM2.5 lev-
els down by up to 30%
from the average of the pre-
vious three years, while
peninsular India was con-
siderably dirtier, with aver-
age PM2.5 levels in
Mumbai spiking by 45%.
The next winter (2023-24),
the pattern dramatically
reversed: PM2.5 spiralled
in the North, while falling
sharply in peninsular India.

What changed within a
span of a year? The big dif-
ference, as per a new study,
was that 2022-23 was a La
Nifia year, while El Nifio
prevailed in the subsequent
winter.

Coming ahead of India's
peak pollution season, the
paper, titled 'Air quality in
flux: The baffling ENSO
transition in India', pub-
lished in Atmospheric
Pollution Research journal
Thursday, found that La
Nifia/El Nifio conditions
altered atmospheric circula-
tion, PM2.5 transport path-
ways and weather condi-
tions  that  determine
whether pollution disperses
or gets trapped.

That atmospheric condi-
tions regulate pollution lev-
els was always known.
What the study shows is
how the atmosphere in win-
ters can behave very differ-
ently under El Nino and La
Nina conditions, determin-
ing where pollutants accu-
mulate and where they are
carried away even when
emissions remain broadly
similar.

Fodder scam accused
nabbed after 25 years
had fled to Nepal

New Delhi, Agency:
Ending a quarter-century-
long game of hide-and-
seek, CBI has arrested
Satyendra Kumar, a key
fugitive wanted in connec-
tion with Bihar's infamous
Fodder scam. The suspect
had fled to Nepal and was
tracked down during a train
journey he took upon
returning to India, the
agency said.

Acting on court orders,
CBI had undertaken the
probe into the multi-crore
corruption scam involving
the systematic embezzle-
ment of funds from the
Animal Husbandry
Department in Bihar during
the 1990s. High-profile
political figures, including
former Bihar chief minister
Lalu Prasad Yadav, along
with several senior bureau-
crats and suppliers, have
since been convicted in
multiple cases related to
illegal treasury  with-
drawals. The agency had
filed dozens of FIRs to
untangle a nexus of politi-
cians, bureaucrats, suppli-
ers and middlemen who
siphoned off public funds
through fake invoices for
cattle feed, medicines and
equipment.

Kumar, alleged to be a
supplier, had been on the
run since 2001, vanishing
into the shadows immedi-
ately after the agency filed
its charge sheet in the case.

Kerala governor Om Prakash Mathur's 'veg-only kitchen'
diktat onfirst day of assuming oftice sparks row

New Delhi, Agency:
Kerala  governor Om
Prakash Mathur's reported
decision to make the Lok
Bhavan kitchen vegetarian-
only has sparked a political
controversy, with Congress
leader K C Venugopal
accusing him of pushing
the Sangh Parivar's agenda.

Mathur directed that
non-vegetarian food should
not be prepared or served in
the Lok Bhavan kitchen.
The reports surfaced on
Thursday, a day before he
assumed office, news
agency Media reported.

Reacting to the reports
shortly after Mathur was

China's patrolling deviations disturb border
MEA on ITBP DG's LAC face-offs remark

New Delhi, Agency: Following
confirmation by ITBP of the contin-
uing India-China military stand-off
on the Arunachal Pradesh border,
India once again cautioned China
that maintaining peace and tranquil-
lity in the border areas was essential
for the overall development of bilat-
echoing PM Narendra
Chinese
President Xi Jinping during their

eral ties,

Modi's message to

meeting last month.

The ministry of external affairs
(MEA) on Friday did not go into the
specifics of the latest face-off,
choosing to refer the issue to the
defence ministry, but said Chinese
established
patrolling patterns created distur-
bances at the border from time to
time. "As we have noted in the past,
the situation in India-China border

divergence  from

sworn in as the 29th gover-
nor of Keralam, AICC gen-
eral secretary Venugopal
alleged that the decision
went beyond the governor's
personal food preferences
and infringed on individual
freedom.

Keralam has a diverse
food culture and abundant
fish resources as a coastal
state, Venugopal said,
adding that people had the
freedom to choose between
vegetarian and non-vege-
tarian food. "Any attempt
to restrict the food habits
Keralites are accustomed to
or dictate what they should
eat from now on cannot be

accepted," he said as quot-
ed by Media.

Venugopal argued that
restrictions that "intrude"
into people's food choices
and seek to erase Keralam's
traditional way of life vio-

terns,"  ministry

areas gets disturbed from time to
time when Chinese forces diverge
from established patrolling pat-

Randhir Jaiswal said, adding that the
two sides had also agreed to discuss
ways to improve understanding of
the Line of Actual Control in appro-
priate areas for better border man-
agement. The official said both sides
continued to use existing diplomatic
and military mechanisms to resolve
outstanding issues and avoid misun-

spokesperson

derstanding
along the Line of Actual Control.

ITBP DG Shatrujeet Kapur had
on Thursday publicly said that
Indian and Chinese troops had lately
been locked in face-offs at select
points along the LAC in Arunachal
Pradesh, which "are still continu-
ing". He, however, added that the
'Shaurya' commandos of his force,
deployed along the LAC, had done
an "excellent job" in dealing with
the face-offs.

The ITBP chief said India was
focusing on building its drone and
anti-drone capabilities as "conven-
tional" military resources and infra-
structure were not enough to take on
the People's Liberation Army which
had undergone a massive capacity
upgrade and modernisation, making
China a "very strong adversary".

late fundamental rights
guaranteed by the
Constitution.

He alleged that the gov-
ernor was using his author-
ity to "curtail" individual
freedom instead of protect-

ing people's right to decide
what to eat and how to live.
"This is a continuation
of the unconstitutional
interests of the Sangh
Parivar. This is the first step
towards implementing the
saffron agenda of the Sangh
Parivar in Keralam," the
Alappuzha MP alleged.
While acknowledging
Mathur's right to follow a
vegetarian diet, Venugopal
said the governor should
not impose his personal
preferences on the Lok
Bhavan kitchen, whose
employees include
Keralites. He urged Mathur
to withdraw any decision

restricting food choices.

What Lok Bhavan
sources said: Sources in
the governor's office said
Mathur was a strict vegetar-
ian and had directed that
non-vegetarian food not be
prepared in the kitchen
where his meals were
cooked. They clarified that
the kitchen's food was
served only to the governor
and a few members of his
personal  staff.  Other
employees either brought
food from home or ate out-
side, and no restrictions had
been imposed on their food
choices, the sources said as
cited by Media.

and miscalculation

New Delhi, Agency: An
NIA court Friday allowed US
national
VanDyke and six Ukrainian
nationals
Myanmar arms training case
to remain in their home coun-
tries till Feb 24. The permis-
sion came after NIA told spe-
cial judge Prashant Sharma of
Rouse Avenue court that it
needed more time to probe
the UA(P)A offences against
them.

"Further probe is ongoing
and more time is required in
order to ascertain and verify
the facts about the commis-
sion
UA(P)A in view of import
and recovery of huge quanti-

Arms training case: US mer-
cenary VanDyke, 6 Ukrainians
to remain abroad till Feb 24

Matthew Aaron

accused in the

of offences under

ties of drones and accessories
through India,"

court hearing Friday and
sought the release of his
seized personal articles. The
seven accused had earlier
sought six weeks to meet
their
allowed to stay abroad till Oct
23. They were arrested on
March 13 for allegedly train-
ing insurgent-linked groups
in Myanmar.

it said.

VanDyke attended the

families and were

Parl panel bats for intercensal surveys 'Disappointed? You're not alone': FIR filed

gender-inclusive census town norms

New Delhi, Agency : A parlia-
mentary panel has called for
-- surveys
between two successive censuses
-- in India considering that cities
and urban settlements undergo
major changes in 10 years, and
has also recommended review of
the criteria for notifying "census
towns" to make it more gender

"intercensal surveys"

inclusive.

At present, to qualify an urban
area to be a census town, 75%
male main working population
must engage in non-agricultural

activities. As per Census reflect the growing participation
Commissioner of India, the pro- of women in economic activi-
portion of female workers ties". The panel added, "It also

engaged in non-agricultural activ-
ities is not used as a criteria for
towns'
because female workforce partic-
ipation fluctuates significantly
under-

classifying  'census

due to social factors,

reporting, and the informal nature
of the work. The parliamentary
standing committee on housing
and urban affairs has recommend-
ed that this criteria is "based on a
male-centric understanding of
work and does not adequately

fails to capture the contribution of
women engaged in self-employ-
ment, informal work, home-based
work, service sector activities and
other forms of employment that
are often undercounted."

Centre bans reuse of single-use medical devices

Express

Ad-sized

Life",

Reform"

Not Alone".

"Dissatisfied? You Are

news

fea-

"You

and sources said.

They also listed nine
claims about changes in
the country in recent
years and carried a QR
code inviting people to
join an online group, the

According to
FIR, the incident came

a Delhi
Corporation

the during an inspection.

to hght on October 20
when Tarun Chaudhary,
Metro Rail
(DMRC)
train operator deployed
on the Airport Express
Line, spotted the posters

Chaudhary had oper-

across hospitals; ﬂags recycllng of disposables

New Delhi, Agency:
The Centre has directed
public and private health-
care facilities across the
country to strictly stop
reusing medical devices
and disposable surgical
items meant for one-time
use, flagging patient safety
risks from the practice,
particularly in critical care.
In a letter dated Oct 16, the
Directorate General of
Health Services (DGHS)
said it had come to its
notice that some private
and corporate hospitals
were reusing single-use
devices after sterilising
them, including items used
in cardiology, nephrology,
oncology, cardiothoracic
and vascular surgery
(CTVS), neurosurgery and
other clinical services.

The DGHS said that

reuse  could  expose
patients to cross-infection,
device malfunction,

reduced performance and
other complications. It
said the practice could vio-
late provisions of the
Drugs and Cosmetics Act,
1940, the Medical Devices
Rules, 2017, the Clinical

Establishments Act, 2010,
and applicable infection-
control and biomedical

waste management
requirements. The direc-
tive calls on state health
authorities and drug con-
trollers to maintain strict
vigilance, inspect and
monitor healthcare estab-
lishments, and take action
against violations under
applicable laws and regu-
lations. Devices labelled
for single use must be used
in accordance with the
instructions and recom-
mendations of the original
equipment manufacturer.
The letter, addressed to
health authorities in states
and Union Territories, the
Drugs Controller General
of India (DCGI) and the

central govt health scheme
(CGHS), also flagged
cases in which patients
were charged the full cost
of devices that had been
reused, or the cost was

reimbursed by  govt
authorities.

The DGHS said the
CGHS had issued an

office memorandum on
the issue in Nov 2016 for
hospitals empanelled
under the scheme.
Single-use devices
reportedly reused in India
include cardiac catheters
and guidewires used in
angiography and angio-
plasty, dialysis equipment,
certain surgical instru-
ments and disposable
syringes and needles. Such
practices raise concerns

about infection risks and
patient safety, particularly
when patients are not
informed.

Welcoming the direc-
tive, the Association of
Indian Medical Device
Industry (AiMeD) said
reuse of devices designed
and validated for one-time
use could put patients at
risk. Its forum coordinator,
Rajiv Nath, said enforce-
ment should also clarify
responsibility when a
device is reused contrary
to the manufacturer's
instructions.

AiMeD called for regu-
lar inspections, traceable
records of device use and
disposal, staff training and
action against violations. It
also urged govt to ensure
that cost does not become
a reason for hospitals to
reuse disposable devices.
The directive places the
responsibility for enforce-
ment on state and UT
authorities. However, the
letter does not specify a
new inspection schedule
or a separate penalty for
hospitals found reusing
such devices.

over posters in Delhl Metro questlonlng govt

New Delhi, Agency:
An FIR has been regis-
tered against unidenti-
fied persons after two
posters questioning the
government's perform-
ance were found pasted
inside a train on the
Delhi Metro's Airport
Line,
agency Media reported
citing police sources.

The posters, printed
in black and white on
sheets,
tured phrases such as
"Voting Protest",
Can Change Your Own
"Spectrum  of
Engagement",
"Community Building

ated a train from New
Delhi station to
Yashobhoomi, leaving
at around 6.50pm and
arriving at approximate-
ly 7.15pm. While check-
ing the train from inside
the cabin, he noticed the
two posters pasted on a
seat. He removed the
material and alerted his
senior officers and the
Operations Control
Centre.

He was subsequently
instructed to hand the
posters over to the sta-
tion controller at
Dwarka Sector 21, who
informed the police. The
posters were seized by
police on Friday, and the
special cell has also
joined the investigation.

India highlights nuclear advances, devel-
opment partnerships at UNGA session

New Delhi, Agency: India
has reaffirmed its commit-
ment to the safe, secure and
peaceful uses of nuclear sci-
ence and technology at the
81st session of the United
Nations General Assembly
(UNGA), highlighting the role
of the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) in
promoting sustainable develop-
ment and strengthening institu-
tional capabilities.

Sangeeta Kumari Singh
Deo, Member of Parliament

and leader of the Indian
Parliamentary Delegation,
addressed the General

Assembly on the report of the
IAEA, underlining the agency's
role in helping member states
develop human and institution-
al capacities, including regula-
tory frameworks for the peace-
ful application of nuclear sci-
ence. In a post on X, India's
mission to the UN said Singh
Deo highlighted  India's
advancements in nuclear tech-
nology and its support for the
IAEA's Technical Cooperation
Programme and flagship initia-
tives. The mission also said
India had reiterated its commit-
ment to South-South coopera-

.
A

development
Separately, several countries
acknowledged India's develop-
ment assistance at the Ninth
Annual India-UN Development
Partnership Fund event held on
October 22. Representatives
from Laos, Sri Lanka, Tanzania,
Micronesia, Moldova, Morocco
and Saint Lucia were among
those expressing appreciation
for India's support.
Moldova's

Representative to
Ambassador Gheorghe Leuca,
said
strengthened the country's abil-
ity to use population data to
improve public policies.

tion to ensure that the benefits
of nuclear science reach coun-
tries seeking them, while main-
taining robust nuclear safety
and security frameworks.
Countries thank India for

assistance:

Permanent
the UN,

the partnership had



