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BRIFF NEWS

RML's 666-bed super
speciality block gets fire
safety clearance, set to
boost critical care

DR.RAM MANOHAR LOHIA HOSPITAL

New Delhi, Agency:
The long-awaited 666-bed
super speciality block at Dr

Ram  Manohar Lohia
(RML) Hospital has
secured fire safety clear-
ance, bringing the Rs 482-
crore facility a step closer
to becoming operational
and expanding access to
specialised treatment at the
Central government-run
hospital.

The 11-storey block will
add 666 beds to the hospi-
tal's existing capacity of
1,538, taking the total to
2,204. It will house 18
operation theatres, 99 inten-
sive care unit (ICU) beds,
196 high dependency unit
(HDU) beds and three
catheterisation laboratories.
The facility will strengthen
treatment in oncology,
oncosurgery, hepatology,
gastrointestinal surgery and
liver transplantation. It will
also have two linear accel-
erators for cancer treatment
and a nuclear medicine
department equipped with
positron emission tomogra-
phy (PET) scan facilities.

The fire safety clearance
removes a key hurdle to
commissioning the facility,
which is expected to
expand the hospital's capac-
ity to handle complex cases
and provide critical care.
The timeline for making the
block operational, however,
has not been specified. The
development comes as
Union health minister JP
Nadda reviewed healthcare
services and infrastructure
development at RML
Hospital on Friday, empha-
sising patient-centric care
and wider access to
advanced medical facilities.

Set to expand cabinet,
Omar asks hopefuls not
to 'mob or spam' him

Srinagar, Agency:
J&K CM Omar Abdullah,
who met lieutenant gover-
nor Manoj Sinha Saturday
and announced that the
much-anticipated cabinet
expansion will take place
next week, has urged party
colleagues to stop sending
him lengthy WhatsApp
messages and book-length
profiles seeking ministerial
berths. He also advised
them against knocking on
his doors or that of his
father = and  National
Conference president, Dr
Farooq Abdullah, to lobby
for ministerial positions.
After meeting Sinha, Omar
told reporters he sought an
appointment with him for
next week so that he can
make changes and expand
his council of ministers.

"Now that I have told
you about the reshuffle, |
want to make a request to
my colleagues. There is no
need to knock on Farooq
Abdullah's door, my door
or anyone else's door,"
Omar said. "The decision
about who will become a
minister has been taken. |
request my colleagues to be
patient. First, it is in God's
hands and then we took the
decision. Whoever is des-
tined to become a minister
will become one," he said.

"I am receiving so many
WhatsApp messages, with
people writing lengthy
resumes and sending me
entire book-length profiles.

'Prioritise welfare over military directives'
India raps Pak on minority rights at UN

New Delhi, Agency:
India tore into Pakistan at
the United Nations for
exploiting the international
forum to spread propaganda
while failing to protect its
own citizens. New Delhi
reiterated that Jammu and
Kashmir remains an integral
and inalienable part of India
and demanded that Pakistan
vacate all territories under
its illegal occupation.

Speaking at an interac-
tive dialogue with the
Special Rapporteur on
Minority Issues at the UN
General Assembly's Third
Committee, India's First

Srinagar, Agency:

keeping the issue alive at

tional forums, while being careful to
say that "otherwise their (Pakistan's)
intentions are not good". His state-
ment drew flak from BJP, which
"seditious and anti-

slammed it as
national".

"If you do not remain (commit-
ted to NC), you will be erased. Even
our identity will disappear. Nothing
will be left. They are silent today
because there is noise in the world
and our neighbour is constantly

behind it. Everywhere they

decision regarding Kashmir has not
been made'. That is what is saving
s...," Farooq told a meeting of NC

Suspicious pigeon with coded ring, Pak
currency causes a ﬂutter in Jammu

Jammu, Agency A suspi-
cious pigeon carrying a coded
ring, a chit written in Urdu and
Pakistani currency was caught by
the border in
Samba district

locals
Jammu's
Saturday, officials said.

along

An official pointed out that
such episodes are not uncommon
in border areas of J&K and
Punjab, where pigeons have been
used for smuggling or for send-
ing messages across the frontier.

On Saturday, the pigeon was
found near a temple in Samba's
border area of Mawa around
6.40am and was immediately

captured by locals after

spotted a ring tied to its leg. "A

Code
was

ring  bearing
03341214150

Secretary at the Permanent
Mission to the UN, Raghoo
Puri, called out Pakistan's
conduct and said its repre-
sentatives should focus on
the welfare of their own
people instead of taking
directions from the military.

"Pakistan  predictably
misused the forum for prop-
aganda. Jammu & Kashmir
is an integral and inalienable
part of India. Pakistan must
vacate the territory under its
illegal occupation," Puri
said.

He further said Pakistani
representatives would do

address the concerns of their
own citizens rather than act
on military directives. India
slams Pakistan over minori-
ty rights

Puri underlined that pro-
tecting minority rights was

states, guided by the princi-
ple of sovereign equality.
He said India's civilisa-
tional tradition of diversity
was reflected in its constitu-
tional safeguards for reli-
gious and linguistic minori-

made by minorities to
India's national develop-
ment, including at the high-
est levels of government and
key institutions.

The latest confrontation
followed India's strong
rebuke to Pakistan at the UN
on October 23 over its treat-
ment of religious minorities.
New Delhi accused
Islamabad of failing to pro-
tect vulnerable communities
while attempting to lecture
India on religious freedom,
burial rights and minority
protections. During an inter-
active dialogue with the

National
Conference (NC) president Farooq
Abdullah on Saturday declared that
Pakistan had "saved" Kashmiris by

found
attached to its leg, besides the
note and currency,” the official

well to look inwards and

primarily the

interna-

his father's

say 'the
speech.

on

workers in Baramulla. The words
"they" and "their" were seen as an
allusion to the Centre.

Farooq's son, J&K chief minister
Omar Abdullah, had not reacted to

remarks
Saturday. Farooq urged NC workers
and legislators to remain loyal to the
party, whether in power or not, as he
touched on a range of issues in his
"Hold on to the truth.
Speaking the truth is not easy, but
unless you remain truthful and stand

till late

has

items.

Suspicious
they

Jammu's border

No

said. A police team amved soon
and seized the pigeon with the
"The pigeon has been
taken for examination. Security
agencies are verifying the con-
tents of the note and the origin of
the bird," the official said.
creatures
items flying in are not a rarity in

Friday, a balloon bearing the
marking of Pakistan International
Airlines (PIA) was found near a
border post in Ghou Manhasan.

The
and

zones. On

sovereign
responsibility of individual

Farooq Abdullah's comments on
Pakistan and Kashmir draw flak

up for what is right, your future will
never be secure," the veteran said.

Citing the 1947 tribal invasion,
Farooq condemned the "atrocities"
inflicted on Kashmiris by the raiders
from Pakistan". He paid tributes to
Magbool Sherwani, an NC worker
who died staving off the intruders,
saying his "sacrifice helped stop the
raiders
Kashmir".
the Chittisinghpura massacre in
which 36 Sikhs were killed in south
Kashmir on March 20, 2000, during
then US President Bill Clinton's
visit to India. He said a subsequent
judicial inquiry had found that five
men accused of carrying out the
killings were not the perpetrators but
shopkeepers "who had been picked
up by police and killed".

ED moves Supreme Court against HC order
to quash case agalnst portal, founder

New Delhi, Agency:
Enforcement Directorate
moved Supreme
Court against the Delhi
high court's order quash-
ing the money-launder-
ing case against digital

news platform
NewsClick and its
founder-editor  Prabir
Purkayastha, alleging

that the HC committed a
grave error by quashing
the 2020 ECIR without
examining the allega-
tions against them.

which filed an appeal
almost five months after
the HC pronounced the
order on May 29, also
took the ground that the
HC passed the order five
months and 26 days

ties. He also highlighted the

substantial  contributions Special ~Rapporteur on

Freedom of Religion or
Belief, India's First
Secretary at the UN mission,
Bhavika Mangalanandan,
challenged the report's
approach to religious dis-
crimination  during the
Covid-19 pandemic and its
advocacy concerning funer-
al rights for terrorists.

Mangalanandan argued
that the report appeared to
place disproportionate
emphasis on discriminatory
practices and shortcomings
in countries in the Global
South while overlooking
similar tragedies in devel-
oped nations.

New Delhi, Agency: CBI
has registered an FIR against a
Mumbaibased firm and its top
executives for allegedly
cheating Canara Bank of Rs
212 crore, officials said on
Saturday. Searches were con-
ducted in Delhi, Mumbai and
Noida, and incriminating doc-
uments seized.

CBI has named M/s
IL&FS Energy Development
Company Ltd, its MD and
directors - Sunil Wadhwa,
Anoop Seth, Hari Sankaran,
Ramesh Chandra Bawa and
Arun Kumar Saha - and
unknown public servants and
private individuals as accused.
The case was registered on

in Baramulla and save
Farooq also mentioned

CBI files FIR against IL&FS

Energy, top execs in Rs 212c¢r

Canara Bank loan fraud case
i

Oct 21 following a complaint
by Canara Bank's circle office
in Bandra.

accused allegedly entered into
a conspiracy to secure a term
loan of Rs 100 crore from erst-
while Syndicate Bank, now
merged with Canara Bank, at
its Large Corporate Branch in
Mumbai, along with a foreign
currency loan of $50 million
from its London branch.

According to CBI, the

after the judgement was
reserved and it was in
violation of SC's guide-
lines that the verdict

dressed by the

should be delivered
within three months.
"That, from a reading of
the judgment it appears
that due to the lapse of
such period in pro-
nouncing the judgment,
several critical con-
tentions raised by the

directorate,

months,

prosecution were over-
looked or left unad-
high
court," the agency said.
Giving details of the
financial transaction of
the news portal, it said
the company was incor-
porated upon conversion
from M/s PP Newsclick
Studio LLP on Jan 11,
2018 and within three
a loss-making

company with hardly
any assets received FDI
worth Rs 9.6 crore by
selling its shares for a
premium at Rs 11,510/-
per share.

"PPK's balance sheet
for the FY 2018-19
reveals that it had assets
worth only Rs 57 lakhs
(approx.) and the com-
pany had suffered huge
losses varying from Rs
37.8 lakh in FY 2017-18
to Rs.6.61 crore in FY
2018-19.

No reason for any
genuine investor to pay
Rs. 11,510/- per share
for a share whose face
value was only Rs 10 at
the time of allotment
only 3 months back," the
appeal said.

PMLA case not examined': ED moves Supreme Court against 'We urge Indian businesses to continue

HC order quashing proceedlngs agalnst NewsClick

New Delhi, Agency:
The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has
moved the Supreme Court
challenging the Delhi high
court's order quashing a
money laundering case
against news  portal
NewsClick and its editor-
in-chief, Prabir
Purkayastha, over alleged
violations of foreign direct
investment (FDI) rules.

The ED argued that the
high court quashed its
Enforcement Case
Information Report
(ECIR) without examin-
ing the merits of the case
under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA). It also flagged a
five-month delay in the
pronouncement of the
judgment. The matter is
yet to be listed for hearing.

In a judgment dated
May 29, Justice Neena
Bansal Krishna of the
Delhi high court described
the continuation of an FIR
registered by the Delhi
Police's Economic
Offences Wing (EOW) as
"nothing but a gross abuse

EWSCUCK\

of the process of law". The
judge held that quashing
the FIR for the predicate
offence also warranted the
closure of the ED's ECIR.

The court ruled that the
investment was an "eco-
nomic decision that did
not spell out any criminal
offence". Citing the Union
ministry of information
and broadcasting's reply to
NewsClick, Justice
Krishna noted there was
no cap or restriction on
FDI in digital media at the
time.

The single-judge
bench ruled that the
investment followed

acceptable practices and
that the allegations, even
if accepted, did not estab-
lish cheating or criminal
breach of trust. The
alleged victim in the
cheating case should have
been M/s Worldwide
Media Holdings LLC, but
the company had filed no
complaint. Instead, the
complaint came from
"merely an informant".
Justice Krishna also
rejected the fund-siphon-
ing allegation, noting that
a digital media company
would naturally incur
expenses on salaries, con-
sultation fees and rent.

It further dismissed the
ED's attempt to sustain the
money laundering case on
the basis of criminal con-
spiracy under the IPC,
holding that the agency
must establish the "illegal
objective" or "means"
allegedly adopted by
NewsClick and others.

"Pertinently, extensive
investigations were car-
ried out by the ED for
about a year and a half,
and the petitioners as well
as their employees have
been summoned and
examined many a times,
but nothing incriminating
till date has been found or
placed on record," the
order said. "Aside from
bald assertions of a crimi-
nal conspiracy, there is not

New Delhi, Agency: With
US sanctions squeezing Indian
firms trading in Iranian petrole-
um and petrochemicals, Tehran
has a message for Indian busi-
nesses: "Both sides are deter-
mined to strengthen economic
relations and to find practical
ways to ensure the continuation
of bilateral trade."

Iran's ambassador to India,
Mohammad Fathali, told Media
that sanctions and payment dis-
ruptions had dented trade and
"the prices of some goods in
Iran have increased for common
people," but ruled out "essential
shortages," including Indian
basmati rice, a major Indian
export to Iran, saying Tehran
had prepared for disruptions and
had multiple import channels.
"We do not expect these chal-
lenges to lead to shortages of

a whisper of any incrimi- essential goods, including
nating allegation, which Indian basmati rice,"
would even remotely sug- Fathalisaid, adding that price

rises reflected wider economic
pressures rather than supply
shortages.

Amid US sanctions on
Indian firms over Iranian petro-
leum trade,Iran's ambassador to
India urged Indian businesses to
continue and expand trade with

gest the commission of the
offence punishable under
Section 4 of the PMLA,"
it added. It further stated
that the request for a copy
of the ECIR had become
"infructuous" after the
report was quashed.

&
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and expand trade with Tehran's Envoyl

Tehran,
sanctions and payment disrup-
tions had reduced bilateral trade
"to some extent".

Iran's
pitched the country's energy
market to Indian firms, saying
Tehran was ready to engage
companies interested in the sec-
tor. "Any company that wishes
to operate and trade in Iran's
energy market can benefit from
the opportunities available in
this market," Fathali said. Citing
room to expand cooperation in
energy, agriculture and essential
goods, he said: "We welcome all
Indian companies to expand
their trade cooperation with
Iran." Iran is among the biggest
buyers of Indian basmati as well
as tea outside India, but he said
there is no need to fear "essen-
tial shortages"
pared for disruptions and sup-
plies still move through regular
channels.

acknowledging that

ambassador also

, as Iran had pre-



