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Strengthening
preparedness  at
the grassroots level, a two-
day training workshop for

dise ool fdtee
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BNM@MISGELLANEOUS
Safety culture key to effective EC refuses to give details of SIR

New Delhi, Agency: Election
Commission has declined to dis-
close the name and version of the
software it used to identify errors
and anomalies in voter rolls during
SIR, saying the information was
related to "commercial confidence,

During the training, a
team from Sadar Hospital
demonstrated first aid and

software, cites 'trade secrets, IPR'

Disaster Mitra volunteers CPR tCChl‘liunS through trade secrets and intel]ectual prop-

began at the District Disaster mock drills, while SDRF erty" and, thus, exempt under RTI

Management Training personnel conducted Act. The reply, dated Oct 16, came

Centre in Piprakothi practical exercises on search in response to an RTI plea.

on Monday, equipping and rescue and shelter M A Mujeeb Ayyub, a social o )

participants ~ with  life- management. activist from Karimpur in Ltd have earlier refuse;d to share

saving skills and practical The sessions also Telangana, in his RTI plea dated EVM source codes while replying

knowledge to respond to highlighted the importance ~ July 27 had sought information tO RTI queries. Ayyub had sought to

emergencies. of a swift, safe and regarding the software, application, know whether the software or the
Organised by Save the 2 ' coordinated response to  algorithm or AI platform used by Al platform automatically flagged

Children  (Bal  Raksha and senior deputy collector; promote a culture of safety among children, teachers disasters such as floods and ~ EC to identify errors, anomalies or records .for Vertﬁcatlon, correction

Bharat) in collaboration Krishna  Kumar, team to  strengthen  disaster and community members earthquakes. On the second inconsistencies in electoral rolls or deletion and lf.that was the case,

with the District Disaster leader of the State Disaster management and reduce the about disaster risks, day, the fire department during SIR. what was the detailed Workﬂovy fol-

Management Authority Response Force (SDRF); impact of natural calamities. preventive measures and will train volunteers in In response, EC said, "No new 19W6d after such records were iden-

(DDMA ), East Champaran, Govind, programmer He said Bal Raksha Bharat timely responses during fire prevention and safety  software has been developed or pro- tified.

and supported by Salesforce, engineer in the disaster and the DDMA were emergencies, he said. measures. cured for the SIR exercise. Furthel‘, He had asked Whethqr any AI’

the workshop is part of the management  department; working to improve disaster Scheduled for October 26 The workshop is being EROs decide on the machine learning, predictive analyt-

Climate-Smart and Disaster-

Dr Mukesh Kushwaha and

preparedness and address

and 27, the workshop covers

conducted by Hamid Raza  inclusion/exclusion of an elector on

ics, or automated decision support

Resilient Communities Dr Shafi Imam of Sadar climate-related risks in 20 first aid, cardiopulmonary and Satya Prakash of Bal the basis of facts and records." An System was used in any stage of the
project. Hospital; and Aseem Mandal  villages and 40 schools in resuscitation (CPR ), search ~Raksha Bharat. The initiative =~ EC official said software and algo- SIR exercise. .

The  workshop  was of Bal Raksha Bharat. Motihari block. and rescue, safe evacuation, aims to build local capacity ~ rithm details were conventionally In response 1o the queries, EC
jointly inaugurated by Vikas Addressing the The trained volunteers shelter management and and enable communities to ~ DOt shared under RTI requests. SUMp ly,,sald. the !nformatlon sought
Kumar, in-charge officer participants, Vikas Kumar will play a key role in coordination with local respond more effectively to Even EVM man.UfaCturers like Wasa clarlﬁcatl_o n Whlc}.l does not
for disaster management stressed the need to spreading awareness communities. emergencies. Bharat  Electronics Ltd and ¢Ome under the information as per

Section 2(f) of RTI Act".

EAM to UN: Lead during global
crises,don't just be a spectator

New Delhi, Agency:
Urging UN to show leader-
ship, and not remain a mere
spectator to global crises,
external affairs minister S
Jaishankar said Sunday
large parts of the world can-
not be left out from deci-
sion-making. At an event on
UN Day, he underlined the
need for long-awaited
reforms.

"We live in an imperfect
world but we all continuous-
ly strive towards greater
perfection. Where UN is
concerned, that  means
recognising its shortcomings
and limitations and seeking
its improvement. The case
for reformed multilateralism
gets stronger by the day," he
said.

Jaishankar spoke about
how countries with little say
were paying the price for
conflicts in West Asia and
Ukraine. He also under-
scored the threat to peace
from terrorism, saying its
usage as an instrument of
statecraft is simply unac-
ceptable.

"It can never be justified;
it can never be rationalised.
Yet, it continues because not
all states really display

Delhi Police file FIR against Congress 3 MPs over
alleged trespassing at J amla dunng student protest

New Delhi, Agency

I' J

zero-tolerance. Despite his-
tory holding so many les-
sons, some still allow politi-
cal calculations to take
precedence."

"The world must develop
sharper awareness about this
common threat. And it must
come together with stronger
resolve and counter terror-
ism in all its forms and man-
ifestations," he added. He
said the world cannot
advance half-prosperous and
half-denied and in an era of
intricate supply chains, of
globalised markets and of
common resources, this is
simply a prescription for
continuous instability. "The
Global South today faces a
4F crisis: of finance, fuel,
food, and fertiliser. The

reported that Samajwadi

- || l

Global North must realise it
has equal stakes in finding
solutions. International
economy must be urgently
de-risked and nations pro-
vided with more diversified
options. Market distortions
through constriction and
choke-points only add to
suffering. A genuine dia-
logue in this regard is over-
due," the minister said.
Underlining the signifi-
cance of Al as the mother of
all change, Jaishankar said
something so sweeping and
consequential cannot be left
in the hands of just a few.
"That would go counter to
the trends of freedom and
democratisation that the
world has seen over the last
eighty years," he added.

Electronics Corporation of India

EPFO considers Rs 25,000cr war

New Delhi, Agency:
Employees' Provident Fund
Organisation is discussing a dedi-
cated Rs 25,000-crore Interest
Stabilisation Reserve, designed to
insulate the annual interest pay-
outs of its nearly 30 crore mem-
bers from the turbulence caused by
corporate bond defaults and
forced-exit losses. Officials said
EPFO and government want a sta-
ble regime for its subscribers and
wish to avoid any sharp fall or
spike in rates due to market condi-
tions or defaults.

Under existing regulatory
frameworks, credit losses and exit
haircuts, resulting from downgrad-
ed securities, directly impact
EPFO's interest account and
depress the annual interest rate for
members.

Report on ISR sent to panel
studying EPFO investment frame-
work. A proposal submitted by
IIM Kozhikode, which among
other things studied the feasibility
of creating an Interest
Stabilisation Reserve (ISR), was
discussed in detail by EPFO's
investment  committee  (IC)
Thursday, Media has learnt. The
report has now been sent to a high-
powered] panel constituted to
examine the agency's investment
framework and recognise non-per-
forming investments.

The report suggested building
the stabilisation reserve progres-
sively via surplus ETF capital

Women founders are building India's social startups,
their representation in nonproﬁts outpaces corporate
leadership by a big margln, shows study

gains and excess interest income
and investing it strictly in liquid
govt securities (G-Secs) to ensure
absolute capital safety, sovereign
backing, immediate liquidity, and
risk-free yield, said persons famil-
iar with the deliberations.

The reserve will not only
shield subscribers but will also
back active exit policies and
empower portfolio managers to
execute disciplined, multi-year
exits from troubled assets without
hesitation. The report took into
account the current realities of
India's over-the-counter (OTC)
corporate bond market, which
remains shallow and illiquid, such
that when institutional holders
such as EPFO are forced to exit
distressed assets, thin market
depth results in severe haircuts.

Historically, EPFO relied heav-
ily on equity ETF capital gains to
offset credit stress.

The report, however, noted that
the volatile market downturn of
FY 2019-20 coincided with major
credit events like the IL&FS
default, which exposed a critical
vulnerability. "Credit stress and
equity market crashes are highly

chest to stabilise interest payouts

correlated. Relying solely on ETF
gains is dangerous; a standalone
prudential reserve is a structural
necessity," it said. The study eval-
uated absolute worst-case liquida-
tion scenarios across the portfolio
netted against available ETF
gains, pinpointing a cumulative
baseline shortfall of approximate-
ly Rs 23,837 crore.

"To account for incomplete
market data and ensure a bullet-
proof prudential buffer, the report
recommends formalising an ISR
Fund of Rs 25,000 crore," it said.

The study also ran a historical
back-testing simulation which
modelled portfolio returns from
2010-11 to 2023-24, demonstrat-
ing that a Rs 25,000-crore baseline
successfully absorbs annual short-
falls and stabilises declared inter-
est rates across typical economic
cycles.

The only exception was 2019-
20, where portfolio deficit spiked
to Rs 55,640 crore, leading to deep
drawdown from the reserve.

"However, the subsequent
recovery in investment perform-
ance in later years indicates that
such a shortfall would likely have
been temporary in nature.

In such a scenario, EPFO could
have bridged the temporary deficit
through a short-term advance or
loan mechanism, which could sub-
sequently be repaid from future
surpluses generated during recov-
ery years," the study said.

'Creamy layer case in
SC won't hit seniority
of CSE-2025 batch'

Delhi Police have regis-
tered an FIR against three
MPs who visited Jamia
Millia Islamia University
over alleged trespassing,
following a complaint by
the university authorities,
amid ongoing student
protests demanding the
restoration of the students'
union.

According to news
agency Media, the FIR
was registered following
the MPs' visit to the cam-
pus to meet students
protesting for the restora-
tion of the Jamia Millia
Islamia Students' Union
(JMISU), withdrawal of
disciplinary action against
protesters and  other
demands.

Jamia Registrar Md
Mahtab Alam Rizvi had
accused Congress MPs
Imran Masood and Imran
Pratapgarhi of entering

the campus  without
authorisation. Rizvi
alleged that Masood
crossed a wall to enter the
premises, while

Pratapgarhi broke a lock.
I =

The protest began on
October 12, with students
demanding the restoration
of the students' union and
a definite schedule for
elections. They have also
sought the withdrawal of
disciplinary action against
students who participated
in the agitation.

According to the Press
Trust of India (Media),
Jamia's last students'
union elections were held
in 2005, and the union
was dissolved in 2006.
The current agitation has
also brought attention to

Party MP Mohibbullah
Nadvi was detained while
travelling to meet the
protesting students and
was  later  released.
Congress MP  Imran
Masood was also detained
near the university during
the agitation.

The university admin-
istration has said a com-
mittee is preparing a draft
constitution for the stu-
dents' union. Registrar
Rizvi told Media that the
election schedule would
be announced after the
draft constitution was
submitted. The adminis-
tration has also said disci-
plinary cases against stu-
dents would be reviewed.

The controversy has
widened following
reports of graffiti on cam-
pus walls, including the
slogan "Free Kashmir".

student concerns over The university con-
attendance policies, hostel  jemned the graffiti, while
facilities,  scholarships  pMasood told Media that
and research stipends. he had denounced the slo-

The protests have gan and maintained that
drawn support from oppo- g aghmir is an integral
sition leaders. Media part of India.
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New Delhi, Agency: A sur-
vey of more than 145 organ-
isations working in the
social impact space shows
that over 57% of non-profits
have at least one female
founder - more than three
times the 18% share report-
ed among Indian startups.
Moreover, female represen-
tation in the nonprofit sector
outpaces corporate leader-
ship, where women hold
just 1.8% of CEO positions,
4.4% of CFO positions, and
29% of executive director
roles.

These findings are part
of accelerator for non-prof-
its Change Engine's 'East of
Doing Good' report -
"Access to flexible funding:
a Gender Lens". The survey
covers small organisations
(annual budgets less than Rs
1 crore), medium (annual
budgets between Rs 1 crore
-5 crore) and large organisa-
tions (Rs 5 crore and more).
The study sample also had
an almost equal split
between organisations eligi-

ble for foreign funding (with
FCRA or US 501(c)) and
those that were not.

Out of the 145 plus

organisations  surveyed,
nearly 31% have only
female founders, while
around 27% have both male
and female founders.

The research also shows
that women are not only
founding more nonprofits,
but women founded organi-
sations are better funded and
hold more long term flexible
funding. The study found
that non-profits with atleast
one female founder also had
bigger budgets. The data
shows that 70% of organisa-

tions with at least one
female founder have an
annual budget of over Rs 1
crore, compared to 43.5% of
organisations with only-
male founders.

Also around 21% of
organisations with at least
one female founder have
more than 25% of their
budget in flexible unrestrict-
ed funding, compared to just
about 13% of organisations
with only male founders.
Flexible funding is the non-
programmatic funding that
nonprofits can use to invest
in talent, technology,
research and strengthening
the organisation.
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New Delhi,
Agency: The penden-
cy of the case regard-
ing the OBC creamy
layer in  Supreme
Court will not affect
the seniority of suc-
cessful candidates of
2025 batch even
though their service
allocation and founda-
tion course are still to
be finalised, official
sources said  on
Sunday. DoPT offi-
cials said, "The depart-
ment and all training
institutes are prepared
to allocate services
expeditiously to CSE-
2025 candidates and
commence foundation
course at the earliest.
Delay in commence-
ment of the foundation
course will have no
bearing on the seniori-
ty, gradation or other
service conditions of
the candidates." The

clarification concerns
the fate of successful
candidates in the wake

of SC's Rohith Nathan
judgement of March
11 in which it had said

"salary" cannot be
added to "income" for
defining "creamy

layer" criteria for any
category of OBC can-
didates, including
those whose parents
are employed in
PSUs/banks, etc. The
judgement pertained to
the case of candidates
from PSU background
being categorised over

the years as "creamy
layer" by including
"salary" in the

"income" of their par-
ents.




