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BRIFF NEWS

Four of same family killed
in hotel Bilas Inn firing;
accused arrested

Guwahati, Agency: Five
people, four of them from
same family, were killed
and another sustained gun-
shot injury in a shooting at
the hotel owned by the fam-
ily in Guwahati on Tuesday
evening over a suspected
property dispute.

Within an hour of the
incident Guwahati police
nabbed the alleged Kkiller,
Ghanakanta Gogoi and
seized a licensed .32 bore
pistol. Police said Gogoi
had taken the hotel on lease
from the owners last year.

The incident occurred at
Hotel Bilas Inn on the city's
busiest arterial road, GS
Road at around 9 pm.
Police have not yet
revealed the identities of
the dead.

G uwahat.i
Commissioner of Police
Partha Sarathi Mahanta
"Preliminary investigation
and we suspect the incident
stemmed from a dispute
between the hotel owners
and Gogoi over a lease
agreement. Gogoi had
taken the hotel on lease last
year. The investigation is at
an early stage, and all
aspects are being exam-
ined." "Four of the dead are
from the same family and
they are from hotel owners'
side. The fifth dead and the
one injured are from the
owners' village," Mahanta
said. Mahanta said the pre-
liminary findings would be
verified before any defini-
tive conclusions were
drawn, adding that investi-
gators expected to establish
a clearer picture of the inci-
dent by Tuesday."
According to police six per-
sons were shot among who
five succumbed. The sixth
victim is currently in
Guwahati Medical College
Hospital. Hospital authori-
ties said the injured Satyen
Pathak (42) has a bullet
injury in his shoulder and is
under treatment.

17 prisoners escape
after attacking
guard at Theni jail

4

Madurai, Agency: Seventeen
inmates allegedly assaulted a
prison guard and escaped from
Thekkampatti jail in Theni
district on Monday, prompting
police to launch a statewide
manhunt and intensify vehicle
checks across several districts.
According to Theni police,
some inmates feigned seizures
and attacked prison staff when
they approached to help. The
inmates then fled the prison.
Theni district superintendent
of police KS Praveen
Gowtham inspected the prison
following the incident.
Kandamanur police registered
a case, while special teams
were formed to trace the
escapees, two senior prison
department sources con-
firmed.

Police stepped up surveil-
lance in neighbouring dis-
tricts, particularly Villupuram,
where several of the fugitives
are believed to hail from.
Vehicle checks were intensi-
fied across Villupuram district
amid concerns that the inmates
could attempt to return to their
hometowns. The escapees
were identified as Lingam,
Raja Singandhar,
Karuppasamy, Silambarasan,
Thirupathi, Menjisundaram,
Sabari, Pon Muthu, Nijanth,
Karthik Raja, Mugilan, Selva,
Tarun, Rajkumar, Praveen,
Muthu Ilango and Rajuveen.
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New Delhi, Agency:
Gangster Lawrence Bishnoi is
learnt to have been recently
shifted to "Do sau kholi", a spe-
cialised high-security block at
Ahmedabad's Sabarmati
Central Jail housing 200 dan-
gerous inmates accused of ter-
rorism and other heinous
offences, sources say. To ensure
total isolation and prevent inter-
cell movement, the block has
four segregated sections of 50
prisoners each. The size of his
cell is roughly 7.5x11 ft.The

From Andamans to Zanskar, e-Sanjeevani |c eteas Farog says speec ot sedtons
bridges distances, posts Slcr consultations :

New Delhi, Agency: High fever
and laboured breathing threatened the
life of Oho-Tahane, a child from Jarawa
tribe of Andaman and Nicobar Islands.
With specialist care out of reach, health
workers turned to e-Sanjeevani for
remote consultation. The doctor diag-
nosed pneumonia, and timely expert
intervention helped the child's condi-

tion improve rapidly.

Oho-Tahane, a member of one of
India's most vulnerable tribal groups, is
among over 50 crore cases, many in far
flung areas, facilitated by the national
telemedicine service since its launch in
Nov 2019. The service's achievement
was highlighted by PM Narendra Modi
in his 'Mann Ki Baat' address Sunday,
as he also cited how e-Sanjeevani
enabled a doctor to guide a medical

Relief for local NH commuters: Annual pass to
cost Rs 1,500 in rural & Rs 3,000 in urban areas

New Delhi, Agency:

major relief for local commuters,
residents living within 20 km of a
National Highway toll plaza can
now opt for an annual concession-
al pass costing Rs 1,500 for plazas
located outside municipal or local
town limits and Rs 3,000 for those

move is part of an elaborate
security plan to clip the wings
of Bishnoi.

Lawrence put in block
which also houses 2008 blasts
convicts

Prior to 2023-2024,
Lawrence routinely made extor-
tion calls, circulated threatening
audio and video messages to
manage his network and even
gave interviews from different
jails. But investigators have
reported zero direct calls or
communication  originating

Zanskar.

In a A

within such limits. Currently, eli-

gible residents can obtain a month-
ly pass for Rs 360, amounting to

Rs 4,320 annually.

Road transport ministry noti-
fied the changes to NH Fee Rules
on Monday. Under the provision,
vehicle owners with valid and
functional FASTags registered for
personal use can choose either the
existing monthly pass or the new

concessional local pass for

muting through the specific toll
plaza. Govt will revise these rates
every year on April 1. As per the
notification, the concession will

SC to UP police: Educate
officers on investigation

New Delhi, Agency: In a
severe indictment of Uttar
Pradesh police for carrying
out a "slipshod investiga-
tion" that resulted in a man
being in custody for six
years when there was no
evidence against him,
Supreme Court Monday
said the state cannot shirk its
responsibility to protect citi-
zens and directed it to pay a
compensation of Rs 6 lakh
to him.

"This is a classic case of
how an investigation should
not be proceeded with,
resulting in the prosecution
putting into jeopardy a per-
son's life and liberty," SC
noted at the outset of its ver-
dict.

On Sept 30, in a separate
matter, the top court had
slammed UP police for not
naming the accused in a
road accident case.

Appalled at the way
UP cops carried out probe:
SC It would be better if
investigations in all criminal

com-

team in treating Kunhi Koya (60) in
Kalpeni, Lakshadweep, and helped
ensure medical assistance for pregnant
Kunjang Dolma in Himalayan region of

Developed by C-DAC Mohali
under the health ministry, e-Sanjeevani
facilitates 2.5-3 lakh daily consulta-
tions, offers services in 15 languages
and is available across all 36 states and
UTs. Women account for 57.1% of the
platform's utilisation, while people

be applicable only to the specific
toll plaza and will not be transfer-
able for use at other plazas.
However, the pass will not be
issued for NHs or expressways
where toll is collected under a
closed user fee collection system.
The rules also make the conces-
sion conditional on the non-avail-
ability of a service road or alterna-
tive road for the vehicle owner or
driver. This means residents will
not be eligible for the concession-
al pass if such an alternative route
is available for their use .

BNM@MISGELLANEQUS

Lawrence Bishnol moved to high
security Ahemdabad jail block

originating from Lawrence
Bishnoi. "Block 200" is a maxi-
mum-security area  within
Sabarmati jail which holds con-

from him over the past two
years. Over the past two years,
investigators have reported zero
direct calls or communication

aged 46 and above account for 40.1%
of consultations. Those aged 60 and
above account for 16.2%. The platform
has recorded a peak of 6,30,315 consul-
tations in a single day. Modi credited
the platform's reach to dedication of
doctors, public trust and the effective
use of technology. He highlighted 1.9
lakh Ayushman Arogya Mandirs, say-
ing they were bringing healthcare clos-
er to rural communities and evolving
into wellness centres for village pan-
chayats. Regular health check-ups were
becoming more common in rural areas,
he said, with e-Sanjeevani playing an
important role. The PM also highlight-
ed advances in brain research, referring
to Sudha Gopalakrishnan Brain Centre
at IIT-Madras, which he inaugurated
this month.
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New Delhi, Agency:
Paving the way for roll out
of flex fuel vehicles (FFVs)
that can run on up to E100 -
nearly 100% pure ethanol
or about 93-95% ethanol-
blended with petrol - road
transport ministry Monday
modified changes in
Central Motor Vehicles
Rules.

This comes Dbarely
months before some car
manufacturers launch their
E100 models.

FFVs with an internal
combustion engine can run
on petrol, biofuels like
ethanol or methanol, or any
mixture of both stored in a
single fuel tank. E100 fuels
are "intended only for vehi-

process of investigation."
Making the state account-
able for police's misdeed,
the court said six years have
been erased from the man's
life on the strength of a con-

cases were handed over to

cocted story built on mere
surmises and conjectures,
and the state has to pay com-
pensation.

"The state cannot shirk
from its responsibility to

&

cles designed and certified
to use it".

Officials said this is not
applicable for other vehi-
cles."Vehicles that use E20
or normal fuel can't use E85
or E100 fuel. Hence, the
notification doesn't require
owners of existing vehicles
to switch to these fuel cate-
gories or modify their vehi-

ED in §C; NewsClick received

dcr in ‘ilicit foreign funding

New Delhi, Agency: In its gi
appeal before the Supreme |4
Court in the NewsClick case, :
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
has questioned the news por-
tal's ownership and service
arrangements
entities. The agency has said
the Peoples Dispatch website
was initially owned and con-
trolled by NewsClick, while
the American Justice and
Education Fund was paying
NewsClick to upload material

victs of the 2008 serial blasts
case and other serious cases and
is generally the zone for prison-
ers convicted of serious
offences and restrained from
moving outside the prison under
the provisions of Section 303 of
the BNSS. Before this,
Lawrence was held in "Dus
Kholi," a smaller high-security
enclosure accommodating just
10 inmates. Prior to that, he was
in Tihar jail and different jails in
Punjab. Recorded calls of
Lawrence threatening call cen-

Srinagar, Agency: The
National Conference, facing
all-round fire, including from
ally Congress, over its presi-
dent Dr Farooq Abdullah's
statement praising Pakistan's
diplomatic
Kashmir, on Monday came
out in his defence, saying his
speech was not seditious and
accusing the BJP of taking
part of his speech out of con-
text for political mileage.

"Those who have present-
ed Dr Farooq Abdullah's
speech in the wrong manner
need to listen to the entire
speech. He spoke about the
raiders of 1947, Pakistan's
atrocities in Kashmir and how
the
fought
spokesperson Tanvir Sadiq

efforts on

Conference
raiders," NC

National
the

|
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cles now or in the future,"
said a transport ministry
official. Media has learnt
that the change in rules was
essential for type approval
and registration of FFVs on
E100 considering that vehi-
cle manufacturers are ready
products.
Depending on the vehicle's
design and certification, the

tre owners and even a purported
conversation with gangster
Shehzad Bhatti had surfaced
while he was in these jails.
Deprived of physical interaction
and digital access, Lawrence
now lives under round-the-
clock solitary surveillance. He
reportedly maintains a disci-
plined, ascetic lifestyle inside
his cell - spending mornings in
meditation, regularly reciting
the Hanuman Chalisa, observ-
ing fasts and maintaining a veg-
etarian diet.

e

said. He said he was surprised
that 99 per cent of people
commenting on Abdullah's
speech have not heard it com-
pletely. He claimed the NC
president spoke about how
Pakistan destroyed Jammu &
Kashmir.

"There is nothing sedi-

tious in the speech. Listen to
it in its entirety and you will
realise that it is not sedi-
tious...a small part of his
speech was picked out to play
politics across the country,"
the spokesperson said.

E100 flex-fuel vehicles get
regulatory push ahead of launch

range of blending may
extend to E85 or E100, a
fuel predominantly consist-
ing of ethanol.Flex fuel
technology is used in coun-
tries such as Brazil and the
US. Ethanol has a lower
fossil carbon footprint than
conventional petrol and the
use of higher ethanol blends
can help reduce tailpipe
emission of carbon monox-
ide (CO) and certain hydro-
carbons. Greater ethanol
use will also reduce
dependence on import of
crude oil. While govt notifi-
cation will enable OEMs to
manufacture FFVs, this
won't be enough to push
adoption of these vehicles,
experts said.
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CBI if the state police works
with an agenda and does
cover-up jobs, court had
said, noting the accused had
not been named despite the
complainant catching him
on the spot and handing him
over to police.

In the present case, a
bench of J B Pardiwala and
K Vinod Chandran said
there was no evidence to
implicate the person in a
kidnapping and murder
case. It noted he was never
named in the FIR and police
made him an accused on the
basis that he was seen in

CCTV footage. SC said it
was "appalled at the manner
in which investigation was
carried out". "It is unfortu-
nate that despite no evidence
against the petitioner, he was
imprisoned for six years as
an undertrial. Based on a
slipshod investigation, a
haphazard prosecution was
carried out, which resulted,
fortunately, in the acquittal
of the accused. We cannot
but deprecate the manner in
which the probe was carried
out and prosecution con-
ducted,"” SC said. "State
police would do well to edu-
cate their officers in the

L ol

protect its citizens, espe-
cially when a person
arraigned in a criminal
case is presumed innocent
until proven guilty. The
investigation and prosecut-
ing agencies exist not
merely to, and by whatever
means, bring in a convic-
tion. They should recog-
nise themselves to be
essential stakeholders in
the justice delivery system,
ensuring justice, not only
to the victim, the de facto
complainant and the
injured but also to the
accused," the SC bench
said.

onto it. The enforcement
agency has questioned the
commercial justification for
those payments.

ED filed a fresh plea in SC
in the case against NewsClick
and its ' illicit foreign funding'
with details of NewsClick's
modus operandi, its receipt of
nearly Rs 86 crore in foreign
funds through arrangements
'designed to make foreign con-
tributions appear as legitimate
business transactions'.

According to ED, the issue
was not simply  that
NewsClick had received for-
eign money. The issue was that

foreign charitable contribu-
tions were deliberately pre-
sented as
commercial payments to cir-
cumvent Indian regulations
governing foreign funding of
news
agency has cited recovered
emails, company documents,
financial transactions, valua-
tion reports, contracts and
statements recorded during its
investigation as evidence.
Agency
NewsClick had received pay-
ments from US-based Justice
and Education Fund (JEF) for
articles, videos and other con-
tent uploaded onto Peoples
Dispatch. "The service agree-
ment was a device for regular
foreign funding rather than a
genuine commercial arrange-
ment," a senior official said.

investments and

organisations.  The

sources said



