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To Bengal plea on
Congress pick, SC says
will dismiss appeal

ﬂ |
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New Delhi, Agency:
Applying its recently
framed policy of rejecting
challenges to bails granted
by high courts, Supreme
Court on Wednesday told
the West Bengal govt that
it would dismiss the state's
appeal against grant of
interim bail to Milan
Pradhan, Congress candi-
date for the Nandigram
assembly bypoll, who is an
accused in a 2007 murder
case. A CJI-led bench
expressed difficulty to list
the matter on Thursday and
said, "Instead of Thursday,
we will dismiss the appeal
on Monday."

By Monday, election-
eering for the bypoll would
be over and the state's
appeal would be infructu-
ous. Solicitor general
Tushar Mehta, appearing
for the state, requested a
bench headed by CJI Surya
Kant for a hearing on
Thursday of the appeal
challenging the grant of
interim bail to Pradhan for
canvassing for the election
scheduled for Oct 6, cam-
paigning for which will
end on Oct 4.

When the bench said
since the HC had granted
only interim bail, it would
not entertain such an
appeal, Mehta brought up
Pradhan's history sheet --
accused in a murder case
and featuring in six other
FIRs on serious crimes --
to request a hearing on
Thursday. The HC had, cit-
ing the relief the SC gave
to AAP leader Arvind
Kejriwal, granted bail to
Pradhan on Tuesday and
asked him to surrender
before the additional chief
judicial magistrate, Haldia,
on Oct 21.

NHATI to inspect 17
highways awarded at
15% below estlmates

'Atrue hero': Netanyahu 'salutes' Indian pilot who stopped
Omanl co-pilot from crashing Flydubai plane

New Delhi, Agency:
Israel Prime  Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu has
praised Indian pilot Captain
Smit Machchhar for his
bravery after he was
stabbed and seriously
injured while trying to stop
an alleged attempt to crash
a flydubai flight bound for
Tel Aviv, saying he helped
save the lives of 174 people
on board. "My salute to the
Indian pilot Captain Smit
Machchhar for his extraor-
dinary bravery.

Despite being stabbed
and seriously injured, he
fought back, resisted,

opened the cockpit door,
and enabled passengers and
crew to overpower the
attacker - preventing a cata-

strophic mid-air

He saved the lives of

174  people,
Israeli citizens

disaster.

including
and other

nationals. I wish Captain
Machchhar a speedy and
full recovery.He is a true
hero," Netanyahu said in a
post. The flydubai rescue
flight carrying passengers
from the diverted flight
landed at Ben Gurion
International Airport in
Israel, Media reported.
About 180 passengers,
most of them Israelis, were
on the rescue flight.

The original flight, fly-
dubai FZ1073 travelling
from Dubai to Tel Aviv,
made an emergency land-
ing at Tabuk airport in
Saudi Arabia after an alter-

cation in the cockpit.
Machchhar, an Indian
national based in Dubali,
was reportedly stabbed and
severely wounded during
the incident. According to
Israeli reports, he inter-
vened after an alleged
attempt to crash the aircraft.
Netanyahu said the evi-
dence indicated that the
pilot had stabbed his fellow
pilot and claimed there was
an intention to crash the
plane. In a video statement,
Netanyahu described the
incident as "an extremely
serious security incident".
He said an Israeli passenger

and a crew member man-
aged to stop the pilot as he
was allegedly attempting to
damage the aircraft's sys-
tems. Another crew mem-
ber then entered the cockpit
and managed to stabilise
the plane, Netanyahu said.
He added that Saudi author-
ities were interrogating the
suspect. An Israeli official
said a "severe disaster" had
been averted. The aircraft
was diverted to Tabuk,
where it made the emer-
gency landing. The passen-
gers were later flown back
to Israel on the rescue
flight.

New Delhi, Agency:
Facing criticism over the
quality of highway con-
struction, with contractors
bagging projects at abnor-
mally low costs cited as
one of the reasons, NHAI
on Wednesday announced
special inspections of 17
under-construction ~ NH
projects where bids were
awarded at more than 15
per cent below the authori-
ty's estimated cost.

The first round of
inspections will be com-
pleted by December, fol-
lowed by a re-inspection of
the identified projects six
months later by a different
team of experts to ensure
quality and adherence to
construction  standards.
NHALI said the inspections
are in addition to its regular
quality checks and are
aimed at identifying any
quality-related issues at an
early stage so that correc-
tive action can be taken on
time. The projects have
been selected using three
criteria -- construction cost
of more than Rs 500 crore,
bid amount below at least
15 per cent of NHAI's esti-
mated cost and physical
progress between 35 per
cent and 80 per cent.
"These criteria help focus
quality checks on projects
that are at an important
stage of construction and
adopt an objective, data-
driven approach," the high-
ways authority said.

'Captaln Smit Machchhar is a hero': PM Hashim Musa, key Pahalgam
Modi hails pilot who saved 180 lives

New Delhi, Agency: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Thursday hailed Captain Smit
Machchhar as a "HERO" for his
courage in protecting passengers
despite being seriously injured dur-
ing an altercation in the cockpit of a
Flydubai flight travelling from
Dubai to Tel Aviv.

"In the face of the gravest dan-
ger and despite being seriously
injured, he showed immense
courage and an unwavering resolve
to protect the lives of others," PM
Modi said in a post on X.

"His valour helped save hun-
dreds of lives and avert a great
tragedy. India is proud of Captain
Machchhar. Praying for his speedy
recovery, renewed strength and
good health." Flydubai confirmed

that flight FZ1073, travelling from
Dubai International Airport to Ben
Gurion Airport, experienced an
incident and landed safely in Tabuk,
Saudi Arabia.

The incident involved an alterca-
tion between the pilots while the
aircraft was travelling from Dubai
to Tel Aviv. An Israeli official told
AP that one of the pilots was armed
with a knife, while Reuters reported

that the co-pilot was believed to
have stabbed the captain before
cabin crew entered the cockpit.

The captain and first officer
were injured and taken to hospital,
according to Tabuk airport authori-
ties cited by Saudi state television.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu said the evidence indi-
cated that one pilot had stabbed the
other and apparently attempted to
crash the aircraft.

Publicly available flight-track-
ing data showed that the aircraft
transmitted an emergency alert
around two-and-a-half hours after
departing Dubai. It subsequently
dropped sharply from about 33,000
feet to 17,000 feet within roughly a
minute before making an erratic
turn near the Jordanian border.

plotter, killed

New Delhi, Agency: In a
joint operation by Army,
police and security forces, a
top Pakistani Lashkar-e-Taiba
terrorist, identified as
Mohammad  Asif, alias
Hashim Musa, was killed in
an overnight encounter in the
upper reaches of Yousmarg,
around 60km from Srinagar.

With his elimination, the
entire group of four LeT com-
manders who had been oper-
ating in J&K since 2022 and
were also behind the
Pahalgam massacre has been
wiped out. Home ministry
called it a massive victory.
Intelligence agencies had
been tracking for two years

the whereabouts of this for-
mer Pak Special Service
Group (SSG) commando who
had infiltrated into the Valley.

Neutralisation of Musa is
a serious blow to LeT ecosys-
tem in J&K," the ministry

said in a statement. This
group was responsible for a
string of sensational and
deadly attacks across the
region.

Bengal government stalling Money laundering case: NIA court orders
charges agalnst Yasm Malik, six others

MP work:

New Delhi, Agency:
TMC MP Mahua Moitra
Wednesday complained
to SC that BJP govern-
ment in West Bengal has
made it impossible for
her to function as a mem-
ber of Parliament by
stalling her MPLAD
fund related works,
impeding her visits to
her constituency
Krishnanagar and allow-

Mahua

A

that

Paki

ing goons to harass her.

Though her counsel Gopal
Sankaranarayanan could not be
present to argue her case due to
preoccupation in other court,
solicitor general Tushar Mehta
questioned whether an MP could
move SC directly bypassing
Calcutta HC, which is best suit-

'Certificate not needed': JD(U)'s sharp
reply to Sonia Gandhi on Nitish

New Delhi, Agency: Janata
Dal (United) on Wednesday
launched a sharp attack against
veteran Congress leader Sonia
Gandhi after she reportedly crit-
icised Nitish Kumar for leaving
the opposition alliance. Union

ed to examine the allegations
relating to incidents that took
place in its jurisdiction. Moitra

said developmental work worth Shei

New Delhi, Agency:

Investigation
(NIA) court has directed

against separatist Yasin
Malik and
accused

through hawala channels.

The other accused are
Zahoor Ahmed Shah
Watali,

National
Agency

special

charges be framed

six other
under the

stani establishment

suspicion
Abdul Rashid
kh, Shabir Ahmad

Prashant Sharma ordered

prima facie, there is suf-
ficient material on record
based upon which strong

against all seven accused
persons, namely Zahoor

offence wu/sec.

(ED) found

raised

amounting  to

Shabir Ahmad Shah,
Masarat Alam and Abdul
Rashid Sheikh, for which
said accused persons
have to be charged with
3
PMLA, punishable u/sec.
4 of PMLA," the Special

Enforcement Directorate
that the
scheduled offences gen-
erated proceeds of crime

8,94,87,639, which were

ous channels.

The court noted that,
according to the NIA's
second supplementary
chargesheet, Malik
received Rs. 15,75,595
from Saudi Arabia. It
said Malik received for-

of

Prevention of Money that charges be framed Judge ordered on eign funds totalling Rs.
Laundering Act (PMLA) after considering the Wednesday. 30,75,595 as alleged pro-
for allegedly receiving material against the The  investigation ceeds of crime. The ED
foreign funding from the accused. "I conclude that conducted by the case is based on an NIA

case registered in 2017.
The agency alleged that
Malik, then head of the
Jammu & Kashmir
Liberation Front (JKLF),
received foreign funds

Rs.

Rs 3.5 crore initiated through Shah, Naval Kishore Ahmad Shah Watali, allegedly received, rout- through Zahoor Ahmad
her MPLAD funds have been apoor, Trison Farms Naval Kishore Kapoor, ed, transferred, con- Shah Watali, along with
stalled as officials have stopped and Construction Pvt M/s Trison Farms and cealed, possessed, Shabir Ahmad Shah and

Ltd, and Masarat Alam Constructions Pvt Ltd, acquired and/or used by Masarat Alam, during

cooperating with her.

Bhat. Special NIA Judge

Mohd. Yasin

Malik,

the accused through vari-

2015-16.

major

minister Rajiv Ranjan Singh
said that the former Bihar chief
minister "does not need Sonia's
certificate" and his work over
the past 20 years speaks for
itself.

"We do not wish to react to
the remark Sonia Gandhi made
about Nitish Kumar because

m

to

New Delhi, Agency:
Highways minister Nitin
Gadkari Wednesday said
that his ministry has
approved Rs 1,176 crore
for the construction of a
6.9-km-long,

(Gadkari announces Rs 1,176cr, 6-lane bridge over Teesta

6-lane

bridge  with

= and

approaches across
Teesta river at Sevoke
on NH-10 in Bengal's
Darjeeling. The bridge
will strengthen connec-
tivity between Sikkim
the N-E states,
Gadkari said.

edia reports claimed that
Sonia Gandhi rejected Digvijay
Singh remarks in the Congress
Working Committee meeting
on Tuesday after he said that
INDIA bloc should not have let
Nitish leave in 2024. According

the reports, Sonia claimed

Must pass on benefits of growth

to next generatlon° Rijiju

Nitish Kumar does not need
Sonia Gandhi's certificate...
Nitish Kumar has served the
people of Bihar for 20 years on
the strength of his work and has
transformed the picture of
Bihar. Today, he is discussed
not only across the entire coun-
try but also in the world"
"When Nitish Kumar was in
the INDI Alliance for a few
days, he had said in it that the
INDI Alliance should pass a
proposal for a caste-based cen-
sus, but on Mamata Banerjee's
insistence, Sonia Gandhi said
that there is no need for this,"
Singh claimed. This comes after

that Nitish was bound to leave
the alliance and his bid to
become a INDIA bloc's con-
venor was merely a charade.

Meanwhile, JD(U) working
president Sanjay Kumar Jha
said that Digvijay Singh's
remarks show that Congress
realised Nitish's important,
although late.

"Congress has realised the
importance of Nitish Kumar.
The people of the country and
Bihar already knew this. Nitish
ji's work is in the public domain
and the truth is that, albeit late,
Congress has now understood
this," Jha said.

New Delhi, Agency:
India is the fastest growing
major economy in the
world and the challenge is
to extend that growth and
pass on its benefits to the
next generation, said
Union minister of parlia-
mentary affairs and minor-
ity affairs Kiren Rijiju.

Speaking at the Now
Amazing Indians Awards
2026 he highlighted the
importance of freedom of
expression. He added,
"We are fortunate to be
part of this great society...
If there are people who are
not feeling part of the

L ol

growth story, then it is our
duty as a part of govt to
bring them along... people
must have different opin-
ions, or different beliefs..."

Tukaram Mundhe,
Commissioner, Food and
Drug Administration,
Maharashtra, received the
Special Recognition for

Public Service.

The initiative honoured
changemakers across
diverse fields, recognising
individuals who are driv-
ing meaningful impact in
society. Colonel Dr Navaz
Shariff and Parveen
Shaikh were named joint
winners in Animal Welfare
& Wildlife Conservation,
while Anita Agarwal and
Sayera Rahman shared the
honour in Disability -
Care, Rehabilitation &
Developmental Support.
Karthikeyan Ganesan won
in Disability - Rights,
Accessibility & Inclusion,

with  Gopinath  Paul
emerging winner in
Education & Learning and
Stalin Dayanand and
Rahul Nagnath Kawde
jointly winning in
Environment &

Sustainability. Awadhesh
Kumar was recognised for

Healthcare &
Accessibility, Umendra
Dutt for Rural,
Community & Livelihood
Development, Nannam
Thirupati  for  Social
Innovation using

Technology, and Audrey
Dmello for Women &
Child Development.



