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SC: Cannot let pharma
industry 'run amok' in
name of free market

New Delhi, Agency:
Supreme Court Tuesday
said the pharma industry
cannot be allowed to "run
amok" in the name of free
market to fix the maximum
retail price (MRP) of med-
icines at an exponentially
high level, which in some
cases happens to be over
1,000% of the price at
which they are sold to
retailers.

Expressing  anguish
over the suffering of the
common man who had to

Srinagar, Agency:
Jammu and Kashmir police
have arrested a Kashmiri
Pandit activist, Rakesh
Handoo, in a "cyberterror-
ism" case for allegedly
manipulating and repeated-
ly circulating terror-related
threat material.

Handoo, who had unsuc-
cessfully contested the 2008
Assembly elections against
National Conference presi-
dent Farooq Abdullah from
Hazratbal constituency, was
remanded in police custody
for five days by a court in
Sopore police district, north
Kashmir, on Tuesday.

On Sept 17, 2026, police
in Baramulla had registered
FIR No. 151/2026 against
Handoo, resident of
Faridabad, Haryana, on the

complaint of a Kashmir
migrant employee under the
Prime Minister's
Rehabilitation Package.

According to police offi-
cers, Handoo allegedly
manipulated and repeatedly
circulated  terror-related
threat material, purportedly
issued by Soldier of
Resistance, United
Liberation Council, on X,
falsely projecting the com-
plainant as an intended tar-
get by altering the original
material and superimposing
the complainant's name
onto it.

Handoo's lawyer, Aazim
Ahmad Pandit, said a bail
application was initially
moved before a magistrate
after his client's arrest as the
defence was unaware of

jurisdictional issues. He
said they learned in court
that police had invoked IT
Act Secs 66F and 84C, with
Sec 66F dealing with
cyberterrorism, which
comes under the National
Investigation Agency (NIA)
Act.

"Once we realised that
Section 66F had been
invoked, we understood that

the matter pertains to the
designated  court. We
informed the magistrate that
we would approach the
competent court with a bail
application," Pandit said.
The lawyer said his
client was alleged to have
shared certain information
through an account on eight
occasions. "Police have
escalated the matter by

invoking Sec 66F but the
case doesn't fulfil require-
ments of cyberterrorism
offence," Pandit said.
Police officers said eight
social media posts and rele-
vant documentary evidence
were seized from the
accused, They said the
accused had failed to join
the investigation despite
three notices, forcing police
to obtain an arrest warrant.
The accused, police
offices said, was arrested on
Oct 17, 2026, following due
legal procedure, and two
mobile phones were seized
and X account details
obtained for technical
examination. They claimed
offences under Sections 66F
and 84C of the IT Act have
been found prima facie

Kashmiri Pandit activist arrested In cyberterrorism case

established during investi-
gation, while Forensic
Science Laboratory and
technical analyses reports
were awaited.

Threat letters to Kashmir
Pandits had surfaced on
social media in Aug this
year. Police had tightened
security in areas of the
Valley where Kashmiri
Pandits live and allowed
some employees under the
Prime Minister's Package
for Kashmiri Pandits to
work from home temporari-
ly. Kashmiri Pandit group
Panun Kashmir had raised
concerns over a purported
threat letter from United
Liberation Council, which
named several Kashmiri
Pandits and listed their
phone numbers.

pay the price, a bench of
Justices Vikram Nath and
Sandeep Mehta said the
court is "pained by the
loot" and repeatedly asked
Centre to explain the
rationale behind allowing a
high MRP and who ulti-
mately benefits from the
policy. It reserved its order
on plea to bring all non-
patented medicines and
medical consumables
under price control mecha-
nism like scheduled drugs.

Additional  solicitor
general Aishwarya Bhati,
who had to face a volley of
questions from the bench,
tried to convince the court
that govt was aware of the
problem and that was why
it recently decided to cap
the price of anti-cancer

Need to balance right to free speech, prlvacy Supreme Court

New Delhi, Agency: SC on
Tuesday acknowledged the impor-
tance of media's right to freedom of
speech and expression but said this
needed to be balanced with citizens'
right to privacy and dignity and
asked petitioner Digital News
Publishers Association (DNPA) to
suggest how these two rights could
coexist harmoniously.

Entertaining DNPA's petition
terming certain provisions of
Digital Personal Data Protection
Act, 2023, and the amendment to
RTI Act redefining 'personal infor-
mation' as an attempt towards pre-
censorship of news content that vio-
lated the media's right to free
speech and impeded media inde-
pendence, SC said, "You are
domain experts. You suggest to the

Ladakh government reaches out to
protesters demanding liquor ban

UNION TER7ZSM?Y OF LADAKH

izens are not violated."

Appearing for the petitioner,
senior advocate Madhavi Divan
said provisions of DPDP Act failed
to provide exemption in favour of
journalistic activity as a distinct
class and had brought the regime of
notice and prior consent within it,
which would lead to closure of
newsrooms as they feed live infor-
mation. If journalists went around
seeking consent of people, then no
news could be disseminated, she
said.

"It is not merely the fundamental
right to speech and expression and
dissemination of information owing
to freedom of the press which has
been set at nought by the aforesaid
provision, but the DPDP Act places
myriad restrictions in the manner in

Srinagar, Agency: Amid
protests by women in large
numbers demanding a ban on
liquor and declaring Ladakh a
dry Union Territory, the
administration on Tuesday
asked the Ladakhi Buddhist
Association's women's wing
to have wider consultations to
build consensus on the issue
and find a middle ground. The
protesters are affiliated with
various religious and social
organisations, including the
Ladakh Buddhist Association
(LBA), Anjuman Imamia,
Anjuman Moin-ul-Islam and
the Christian community.

A Ladakh govt spokesper-

of various religious organisa-
tions on Tuesday, which was
also attended by representa-

tives of tourism bodies.
According to the spokesman,
the participants were
informed that the number of
retail liquor vends was two till
last year and only is function-
al this year. "Similarly, the
number of functional bars
attached to restaurants offer-
ing retail sale of liquor, which

Press: Digital news body

A bench of CJI Surya Kant and
Justices Joymlaya Bagchi and V
Mohana said: "Media must ensure
there is no misuse of the rights
enjoyed by it. There must be a bal-
ance between your rights and the
rights of innocent citizens. We will
have to leave it to you to suggest

drugs. But the ”court govt and SC how to harmonise the how best you are going to ensure  which information is accessed, | son said chief secretary was earlier 23, had increased
res'Ponded that. govt woke | {wo competing rights. that the medlq's rights are not mis- processed and disseminated," | Ashish Kundraheld a meeting by 17 newly issued licences,
up" only after it intervened Privacy act will hit freedom of used and the right to privacy of cit- DNPA said. with women representatives taking the total to 40."

and passed harsh observa-
tions on the prevailing sys-
tem. She, however, said the
deliberation was already
on and SC's intervention
expedited it. "People are

Can't restrict veto to PS5 in Cabinet secretary lists 12 types of secretaries
a reformed UNSC India File thower, ﬁles1tters, latecomers

from the drugs prices con-
trol order (DPCO)... The
policy is only to give bene-
fit to the corporate.

Omar inducts 4 min-
isters, dissent spills
over in NC ranks

The CabSec's broad-
er message, officials
said, was about running
better meetings and
making the workplace
more conducive to get-
ting things done. He also
informed officers about
the Centre's plans to roll
out the next round of
reforms, Deregulation
3.0, from Jan, aiming to
cut red tape, simplify
compliance and improve
the ease of doing busi-
ness. At a meeting of
senior bureaucrats on
Tuesday, Union cabinet
secretary T \%
Somanathan urged faster
inter-ministerial consul-
tations.

India invites Pakistan for SCO civilisa-
tional dialogue forum meet next month

New Delhi, Agency:
India has invited Pakistan
for the inaugural meeting of
the SCO civilisational dia-
logue forum that it will host
next month.

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had pro-
posed the dialogue forum
during his visit to Tianjin
last year for the SCO sum-
mit, saying that it would
work to foster greater peo-
ple-to-people ties and cul-
tural understanding within
the grouping.

reiterated at the UN that as long
as the veto power exists in the
Security Council, it must be held
by all permanent members of a
reformed council and not just the
current countries.

While the veto issue may arise
only in case of any new perma-
nent member that may be admit-
ted, India's position always has
been that there should be no dis-
crimination in the Security
Council and also no second class
of permanent members without
veto. "Fairness and justice
demand that all permanent mem-
bers enjoy the same rights and
responsibilities." said Indian
ambassador to the UN P Haish
while participating in a debate in
the UNGA on the veto question.

"India's position on the veto is

meeting. But the senior
bureaucrats who had
gathered at a perform-
ance review meeting on
Tuesday were in for a
surprise - and not a par-
ticularly pleasant one,
even though the point
was made with a gener-
ous dose of humour.
Cabinet secretary T V
Somanathan unveiled a
presentation on 12 types
of bureaucrats, which is
believed to have left
many present at the
meeting squirming.
Among the types listed
by Somanathan were
officers who ask women
colleagues to come a bit
too close for comfort to

living in a dayd.ream that New Delhi, Agency: Y (5',"?' _-'-;",; various  performance
someday they will benefit New Delhi, Agency: India It began as a regular .@@ y‘(ﬁ 3 parameters.
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principled and well known.... We
reiterate that as long as the veto
exists, it must be held by all per-
manent members of a reformed
council." The official said that a
reform that expands the UN
Security Council by creating
another category of long-term
members without the veto
effectively makes them 'second-
class' members and would not
change the decision making
dynamic of the .

show them a document;
those who throw files
and speak rudely; and
those who call in staff on

type was accompanied
by a cartoon, in many
cases work by Media's
legendary cartoonist R K
Laxman.

Apart from cartoons
and indirect criticism,
there was a quantitative
component to the meet-
ing too - the secretaries
of various govt depart-
ments were ranked on

Saturdays, then arrive
late themselves.

Other entries includ-
ed officers who call
meetings after 7pm, sit
on files, or send minis-
ters decisions they could
take themselves. Each

Srtinagar,
J&K CM Omar Abdullah's

Agency:

cabinet expansion trig-
gered open  dissent,
protests and allegations of
internal bias in National
Conference after four min-
isters were inducted
Tuesday. MLA Abdul
Majeed Larmi, who had
expected a berth until the
last moment, broke down
and other legislators
accused the party brass of
shutting them out.
Lieutenant  governor
Manoj Sinha administered
the oath to Ali Mohammad
Sagar, Shamima Firdous,
Mir Saifullah and Altaf
Ahmad Kaloo, taking the
cabinet's strength to nine,
including Omar. He
dropped Satish Sharma,
leaving only two ministers
from Jammu region -

Poll panel keeps RTI appllcant waiting for reply

New Delhi, Agency: EC is yet
to respond to an RTI application
seeking details of steps taken to
address grievances raised by two
ECs and copies of files, including
notings, related to the issue,
despite the 30-day statutory time-
limit for giving a reply lapsing,
said  applicant Commodore
Lokesh K Batra (retd) Tuesday.
The application was filed on Sept

The activist sought copies of the
complete set of records of issues
and grievances raised by ECs SS
Sandhu and Vivek Joshi.

On Sept 24, in a separate RTI
to cabinet secretariat, Batra sought
copies of the EC's communica-
tions, details of steps taken and
file notings. He received a
response on Oct 19, and docu-
ments and file notings on Oct 22.

25 but the RTI status on EC's web-
site shows "32 day" and still "in-
progress", Batra said, asking "why
EC is maintaining a deafening
silence" and "what is EC hiding?"

NEET-PG counselling: Candidates struggle to
join online as colleges remain unreachable

Legislators alleged a
lack of internal democracy.
"l am a law graduate, while
the MLA chosen has not
even passed matricula-
tion," Larmi said.

Independent MLA
Muzaffar Igbal Khan, who
supports NC, boycotted the

ceremony, alleging dis-
crimination against
Poonch-Rajouri. Khan

plans to convene six inde-
pendent MLAs supporting
NC-led govt to discuss
their next move.

graduate medical seats
under NEET-PG coun-
selling 2026 are facing
difficulties completing the
online joining process,
with some reporting that
nodal officers listed on
the official portal are
unreachable or their con-
tact details are invalid.

At Vardhman Mahavir
Medical College
(VMMC) and Safdarjung
Hospital, candidates have
complained that the nodal
officer's mobile phone is
switched off and landline

numbers are not reach-

able. The  Medical
Counselling  Committee's
(MCC) helpline, they
said, directed them to
contact the allotted col-
lege, leaving them strug-
gling to resolve admis-

sion-related queries.

The problem is not
limited to one institution.
Candidates have also
flagged similar difficul-
ties with the University
College of Medical
Sciences (UCMS), where

as "00000000", making it
impossible to contact the
designated official on that
number. The portal lists
an email address, but can-
didates have complained

of mnot receiving a
response.
When contacted, a

senior official told Media,
"we will take up the issue
with the colleges and ask
them to update their con-
tact details so that stu-
dents can reach the con-
cerned officials during
counselling.

invited for the dialogue.

The Eurasian bloc continues
to enjoy immunity from India-
Pakistan tensions, allowing
rare high-level visits from both
sides even in the absence of
any substantive bilateral
engagement between the two
countries for over a decade.

The last Pakistan minister to
visit India was Bilawal Bhutto
in 2023 for a meeting of the
SCO foreign ministers.

External affairs minister S
Jaishankar travelled to Pakistan
the next year for the meeting of

afte
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run
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and
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.
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deputy CM  Surinder N Delhi. A . h 1 disol 1 Aurungzeb Khan SCO heads of govt. On both
Choudhary and Javed | ~ o d?(vi‘;tesealllc’)tte dge; ocs)‘;- gf%ggrr'tsa Iii;(s)giiags r?u?l(q)ggr Khichi, minister for national occasions, there was no bilater-
Ahmed Rana. heritage and culture, has been al meeting.

The invitation for the civili-
sational dialogue comes weeks

r India sent its SCO nation-

al coordinator Alok Dimri to
Paki

istan for a high-level meet-
to finalise the grouping's

agenda and meetings in the
-up to the Islamabad sum-

next year. Pakistan current-

ly holds the SCO presidency

will host the heads of state

summit next year. SCO nation-
al coordinator Dimri's visit was

first senior-level visit from
er side since the Pahalgam

terror attack.



