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May instruct courts
not to give bail in digi-
tal arrest cases: SC

New Delhi, Agency:
Keeping up the heat on
accused in cyber fraud

cases, SC on Wednesday
said if the situation
demands, it will restrain

courts from granting bail to
those arrested for putting
senior citizens under digital
arrest to dupe them of their
hard-earned life savings.
This observation came
from a bench of CJI Surya
Kant, and Justices Joymalya
Bagchi and V Mohana as
the counsel for a Delhi-
based petitioner, who is
accused of providing a mule
account for deposit of pro-
ceeds of extortion through
digital arrest, sought club-
bing of numerous cases in
different states at one place.
Perusing the records, SC
said that one of the first vic-
tims of this crime syndicate
was an 81-year resident of
Ernakulam, from whom the
criminals allegedly extorted
1.9 crore. "You want such
victims of digital arrest and
cyber fraud to travel to
other states to depose as
complainants? The cases
will be investigated by
police of the state in whose
jurisdiction the persons
were defrauded through
digital arrest," it noted.
"Extortion is a milder
term for such crimes. It is
dacoity to say the least," the
bench said. When the coun-
sel pleaded that the petition-
er had filed a complaint on
coming to know of her
account being used as a
mule account for transfer of
ill-gotten monies, the bench
said and added, "We will
not allow foot soldiers of
the crime syndicate to derail
investigations.

Govt targets $220
bn investment in RE
during 2027-30

New Delhi, Aegbcy:
Govt is targeting to mobilise
$220 billion in investment
in the renewable energy
sector by 2030 to expand
manufacturing, transmis-
sion infrastructure and
green hydrogen production,
as it prepares to host the
four-day Bharat Renewable
Energy Summit & Expo
(BRESE) in the capital from
Nov 2 to 5. While solar
energy projects would
require an investment of
nearly $70 billion, wind
projects would need $25-30
billion, energy storage
deployment $20 billion,
transmission networks $40-
45 billion, hydropower $12-
15 billion and green hydro-
gen offtake $20-25 billion.
India aims to achieve 500
GW of installed non-fossil
fuel capacity by 2030. The
summit will be inaugurated
by PM Narendra Modi at
Bharat Mandapam on Nov
2 and is likely to be attend-
ed by energy ministers from

30 countries, including
Australia, Denmark,
France, Germany, the

Netherlands and the United
Kingdom, as well as repre-
sentatives of the European
Union, with the aim of
exploring cooperation in
renewable energy financ-
ing, green hydrogen, energy
storage, clean energy manu-
facturing and technology
development.

Santosh Sarangi, secre-
tary in Ministry of New and
Renewable Energy
(MNRE), said India had
secured $64 billion in pri-
vate investment between
June 2024, when the previ-
ous RE-Invest Summit was
held, and June 2026, includ-
ing $6.2 billion in foreign
direct investment (FDI).

'Unwavering commitment': Rajnath Singh backs
ASEAN centrality, calls for stronger defence ties

New Delhi, Agency:
Defence minister Rajnath
Singh on Thursday reaf-
firmed India's commitment
to ASEAN centrality and
called for stronger defence
cooperation and mutual
trust at the 13th ASEAN
Defence Ministers'
Meeting-Plus  (ADMM-
Plus) in Cebu, Philippines.

"India reiterates its
unwavering commitment to
ASEAN centrality, which is
a cornerstone of our Act
East Policy and Indo-
Pacific vision," Singh said,

warm hospitality.

He said the forum was
important for maintaining a
resilient, secure and pros-
perous region, adding that
the discussions should help
address emerging disrup-
tions and strengthen cooper-
ation among participating
countries.

"I look forward to con-
structive deliberations and
concrete outcomes from
this meeting," Singh said.

Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh attends the
13th ASEAN Defence

INDIA

says, "l express my sincere
gratitude to the Philippines
for the successful conduct
of the 30th ASEAN
Defence Ministers'

are discussing our shared

security concerns. On this
occasion, India reiterates its
unwavering commitment to
ASEAN centrality, which is

Pacific vision. This forum is
important for maintaining a
resilient, secure and pros-
perous region. I hope
today's ADMM meeting
will help strengthen our
mutual trust, tackle emerg-
ing disruptions and advance
defence cooperation... 1
look forward to constructive
deliberations and concrete
outcomes from this meet-
ing."

Philippine defence sec-
retary Gilberto C Teodoro
Jr, meanwhile, said two
documents were signed at
the ADMM the previous

anniversary of the Treaty of
Amity and Cooperation in
Southeast Asia and the
Manila Joint Declaration
marking the 20th anniver-
sary of the ADMM.
Teodoro said the documents
reaffirmed the participating
countries' commitment to
shared principles, ASEAN
unity and centrality. He out-
lined three priorities for the
meeting: ensuring coopera-
tion is guided by mutual
respect and international
law, sustaining progress
under the ADMM-Plus
framework, and addressing

expressing gratitude to the Ministers' Meeting-Plus
Philippines for hosting the (ADMM-Plus)  Defence
meeting and extending Minister Rajnath Singh

Meeting-Plus and for the

warm hospitality. Today, we East

IN-SPACe picks 6 AI space projects for grants of up to Rs 1-cr each

Bengaluru, Agency: Space reg-
ulator-cum-promoter Indian
National Space Promotion and
Authorisation Centre (IN-SPACe)
has selected six private space-sector
entities for seed-fund grants under

SACe

real-time space situational aware-
ness and detection of space debris.
OrbitAid Aerospace will work on
machine-learning-assisted pose esti-
mation algorithms for on-orbit serv-
icing and refuelling. Such algo-

its Al INSPIRED programme,
which aims to encourage the use of
artificial intelligence (AI) in space
technology.The projects span preci-
sion landing, space situational
awareness, debris detection, satellite
servicing and refuelling, automated
target recognition, and spacecraft
autonomy. Two other entities have
been selected for mentorship and
technical support, including access
to Isro facilities for technology vali-
dation. The programme, announced
in Feb 2026 under IN-SPACe's Seed
Fund Scheme, has a total outlay of
up to Rs 6 crore, with each selected
entity eligible for a grant of up to Rs
1 crore. The funding is intended to

SC summons Sanjay
Raut in contempt case

help start-ups and micro and small
enterprises develop Al-based solu-
tions for space applications.
Among the selected projects,
Agnikul Cosmos will develop an
edge Al-enabled vision-based termi-
nal navigation module for precision
landing. The technology is aimed at
improving navigation during the
final stages of a landing manoeuvre. 35
Digantara has been selected for
its Agentic RSO Evaluation Suite
(ARES), while EON Space Labs
will develop an intelligent optical
payload using field-programmable
gate array (FPGA)-based edge Al
The latter project aims to enable

rithms can help spacecraft deter-
mine their relative positions and ori-
entations, an important requirement
for operations involving approach—
ing, docking with or servicing
another spacecraft.

Omnipresent Robot
Technologies has been selected for
an automated target recognition
project covering applications such
defence and docking.
TakeMeToSpace will work on adap-
tive spacecraft autonomy through an
Al modernisation programme for
attitude determination and control
systems (ADCS), which help estab-
lish a spacecraft's orientation and
maintain its intended direction.

New Delhi, Agency

New Delhi, Agency:
Supreme Court Wednesday
directed Shiv Sena (UBT)
Rajya Sabha MP Sanjay
Raut to appear before it in
person over a contempt peti-
tion for his remarks against
ClJI Surya Kant and the judi-
ciary. Although journalist
Nikhil Wagle is also facing
the same charge of scandalis-

Congress faced a major
setback in the legislative
council elections on
Wednesday, failing to
secure a victory in the
seats declared so far
across Karnataka, Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar and
Maharashtra, even as
counting continued in
several constituencies.

a cornerstone of our Act
Policy and Indo-

from the Congress.
In Uttar Pradesh, the

memorating  the

day - a joint statement com-
50th

the wider impact of global
disruptions.

New Delhi, Agency:
Union Cabinet chaired by
PM Modi on Wednesday
approved Pradhan Mantri
Viksit Gram Swaraj
Yojana (PM VGSY),
which  will annually
strengthen the gover-
nance capabilities of
around 32 lakh elected
representatives, along
with panchayat func-
tionaries and other stake-
holders, through capacity
building and digital hand-
holding, to enable holistic
planning, resource manage-
ment and progress towards
locally relevant Sustainable
Development Goals.

Union minister Ashwini

To empower panchayats
gram yojana gets not

Vaishnaw said the centrally
sponsored scheme has been
approved for implementation
from 2026-27 to 2030-31
with an outlay of Rs 7,395.55
crore, comprising a central
share of Rs 4,869.48 crore
and a state share of Rs
2,526.07 crore.

from the BJP.

Counting for 28 leg-

MLC election results: Congress faces setback
across 4 states; state-w1seresults and key wins

eral seats and counting
continuing in others.
Here is a state-wise
look at the latest results
and counting trends.
Karnataka (4 seats):
BJP-JD(S) alliance
sweeps all four,
Congress draws blank
The BJP-JD(S)
alliance swept all four
legislative council seats

ing the institution, he has The BJP-JD(S) BJP and Samajwadi islative council seats in Karnataka, dealing a
been exempted from physi- and sought assistance from alliance swept all four Party (SP) registered across Uttar Pradesh setback to the ruling
cal appearance and asked to be lawyers. seats in Karnataka, wins, while in Bihar, (11), Bihar (8), Congress. The BIP
present virtually as he was repre- The contempt petition was Where the ruling Prashant Kishor's Jan Maharashtra (5) and retained the North-East
sented by a lawyer in the court filed by Supreme Court Bar Congress drew a blank Suraaj Party opened its Karnataka (4) began on Teachers', South-East
proceedings on Wednesday. Association and all its office- despite having a majori- legislative council Tuesday following Graduates' and West

A bench of Justices Aravind pegrers present in court contend-  ty in the state Assembly. account by defeating the polling on October 23. Graduates' constituen-

Kumar and Vipul M Pancholi
said that the issue raised is very
important as it pertains to the

Jortant as. > maligned
entire institution of the judiciary

judges, including CJI.

ed that their social media posts
were based on fake news and had
the judiciary and

The BJP retained three
constituencies, while the
JD(S) wrested the
Bengaluru Teachers' seat

Bihar,

MEA says 22 Indians killed during West Asia conflict"

New Delhi, Agency: Twenty-
two Indians, including 14 seafar-
ers, have so far lost their lives in
the West Asia conflict, said govt,
expressing deep concern over the
situation in the region.

"We are deeply concerned
about the ongoing conflict in
West Asia. We have lost 22

Indian nationals in the conflict.
We remain in close touch with

our community in the Gulf

region for their safety and well-

being," said ministry of external
affairs spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal, adding that three

Indians were killed in attacks in
Saudi Arabia.

Healthy citizens essential to achieve goal
of developed Indla Anupriya Patel

New Delhi, Agency:
Healthy citizens are
essential to achieve the
goal of Viksit Bharat,
Union minister of state
for health and family wel-
fare Anupriya Patel said
Wednesday while pre-
senting govt's health
roadmap for a developed
India by 2047. Delivering
the guest of honour

women.

Delhi health minister
Pankaj Singh said the
state govt's goal is to pro-
vide better healthcare
facilities closer to home.
He said four new hospi-
tals would open in Delhi
next year.

Union minister
Prataprao Jadhav said,
"The debate between tra-

address at the Times
Network India Health

from over 64% of total

She

ditional and modern med-

said national icine shouldn't be limited

Congress. The RJD also
scored a victory in
wresting
Patna Teachers'

Summit & Awards 2026,
Patel said the health sec-
tor budget has almost
quadrupled from around
Rs 37,000 crore in 2013-
2014 while out-of-pocket
expenditure had fallen

healthcare spending to

around 43%. She added
that Ayushman Bharat
Pradhan Mantri  Jan
Arogya  Yojana  had
played a significant role
in this.

telemedicine network 'e-
Sanjeevani' enables citi-
zens to get remote con-
sultation from specialist
doctors, easing pressure
on hospitals and benefit-
ing the elderly and

to choosing one method
over another. The primary
objective of healthcare
should be to provide
patients with the right
care tailored to their
needs."

the
seat

The elections were held
for graduates' and teach-
ers' constituencies, with
results declared for sev-

cies, while its ally JD(S)
wrested the Bengaluru
Teachers' seat from the
Congress.

In SC, biological women oppose equal
rights for transgender women

New  Delhi, Agency:
Striking a discordant note
among a clutch of petitions
challenging the Transgender
Amendment Act for denying
right to gender self-determina-
tion, an all-women NGO
Wednesday appealed to the
Supreme Court not to confer
trans-women, biological males
identifying as females, the
spectrum of constitutional
rights guaranteed to biological
women.

'Women's Declaration
International India' through
senior advocate Amit Sibal told
a bench of CJI Surya Kant and
Justices Joymalya Bagchi and
V Mohana that "self-professed
or socio-cultural gender identi-
ty or certificate or document
cannot change a person's bio-
logical sex or enable a biologi-
cal male to access the entire
spectrum of rights, protections
and entitlements created specif-
ically for biological females."
Differentiating between sex and
gender, the petitioner said, "Sex
and gender identity are distinct;
gender identity concerns a per-
son's deeply felt internal experi-
ence, while sex is the stable
immutable biological category
on which numerous constitu-

&
«

tional and statutory protections
for women are premised."

SC asked Centre to respond
to the petition with a compre-
hensive affidavit that also dealt
with the other petitions chal-

lenging the  Transgender
Persons (Protection of Rights)
Amendment Act, 2026. SG
Tushar Mehta said a compre-
hensive affidavit is being draft-
ed but gave an indication of
what would be govt's stand in
defence of the erasure of gender
self-determination clause,
which was replaced by med-
ically determined gender.

He asked: "Can a
transwoman be permitted to
compete in a sporting event for
women? Should a policewoman
conduct physical search of a
person with male genitals but
perceives himself to be a
woman? If a biologically male
criminal perceives himself to be
a woman, should police be
barred from arresting him after
sunset?"



