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ECLCMDPays Tributeto Gandhi, Felicitates SafaiMitrasatnq| Governmentmandates full hodyScanners
at8 airports; notimeline yet, trials on

Sanctoria (Asansol :
Eastern Coalfields
Limited (ECL) observed
the birth anniversary of
Mahatma Gandhi at its
headquarters in Sanctoria
on Thursday, with CMD
Dr Satish Jha leading sen-
ior officials in paying flo-
ral tributes to the Father
of the Nation.

The programme began
with Dr Jha garlanding
the bust of Mahatma
Gandhi. Director (HR)
Gunjan Kumar Sinha,
Director (Technical/P&P)
Girish Gopinathan Nair
and Director
(Technical/Operations)
Chitaranjan Kumar, along
with representatives of
the Corporate Joint
Consultative Committee
and Welfare Board, also
paid their respects.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Dr Jha highlighted
the continuing relevance
of Gandhi’s principles of
truth, non-violence and
communal harmony. He
also called upon employ-

ees and stakeholders
across ECL’s mining areas
and establishments to

adopt cleanliness and sus-
tainable practices in their
daily activities as part of
the Swachh  Bharat
Abhiyan.

A key highlight of the
programme was the felici-
tation of Safai Mitras, or
sanitation workers, with
special mementos in

recognition of their contri-
bution towards public
health and maintaining
clean surroundings.

Prizes were also dis-
tributed to school students
and winners of various
competitions conducted
under the Swachhata Hi
Seva Campaign 2026.
Participants were recog-
nised for their creativity,
awareness and enthusi-
asm in cleanliness-themed
activities.

Similar Gandhi Jayanti
programmes were organ-
ised across ECL’s opera-
tional areas in West
Bengal and Jharkhand.
The celebrations com-
bined tributes to Gandhi
with recognition of sanita-
tion workers and efforts to
promote cleanliness and
environmental responsi-
bility across the company.

Supreme Courtrefusesto de-freeze TMC
accounts, says let calcutta highcourtdecide

New Delhi, Agency: The
Supreme Court on Thursday
rejected a petition by Mamata
Banerjee-headed TMC faction
seeking de-freezing of its three
bank accounts on grounds that
the party required funds to carry
out political activities, such as
holding rallies and meetings.

Challenging Calcutta HC's
order allowing only meeting of
day-to-day expenses of the party
from these accounts, senior
advocate A M Singhvi said the
party's three Indian Bank
accounts, which have been given
a clean chit by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) in a separate
proceeding, should be allowed
to be operated by the party.

Solicitor general Tushar
Mehta, appearing for West
Bengal govt, told a bench of
Justices M M Sundresh and P B
Varale that the accounts in ques-
tion are frozen based on the FIR

Rohini sports complex opens with focus
onaccess, hockeyand studentfacilities

New Delhi, Agency: A new sports
facility in Rohini's Sector 33 opened
on Wednesday with a mix of public
sports infrastructure, a hockey tour-
nament and an expansion plan for a
bringing
together two of the city's growing
accessible recreation and

library used by students,

demands:
affordable study space.

Delhi Lieutenant Governor (L-G)
Taranjit Singh Sandhu inaugurated
spread
over about 8.11 hectares with a built-
up area of nearly 10,974 square
He also laid the foundation
stone for an Electric Vehicle charging
station at the complex. The facility

Delhi'sfattestdog contest: Gola, a79-ky Hauz
I(Ilaslurllalw, wms hynearly40,000votes

the DDA Sports Complex,

metres.

New Delhi,
Agency:Delhi's most
unusual election has
found its winner, with

lodged by the state police, as
there is evidence that Rs 35
crore, generated from the fraud-
ulent sale of government land
after it was misrepresented as

private land by Abhishek
Banerjee's PS Sumit Roy, was
deposited in these bank
accounts.

Mehta also mentioned there
is a plea pending before the EC
as to which is the real TMC, the
faction headed by Mamata or the
rival group, adding that the EC
has frozen the party symbol and
allotted both factions ad hoc
symbols to contest bypolls.

The bench said it would not

has six synthetic lawn tennis courts,

two basketball courts,
volleyball courts,

track. Indoor

jogging

pose halls.

rounds.
( The final

netball and
a skating rink,
cricket ground and practice nets, a
football-cum-hockey ground and a
facilities
include table tennis, yoga, aerobics
and a gymnasium, besides multipur-

voting
? was conducted both
online and offline, giv-

examine merits of the case as it
is 1 pending with HC, which in
the interim has already rejected
the plea for de-freezing the
accounts. It requested the HC to
expedite adjudication of the
pending petition on the issue.

In its petition, the Mamata
faction said it urgently required
funds to meet expenses that
would arise from preparations
for the bypolls.

Referring to an earlier ED
proceeding freezing its three
HDFC bank accounts, TMC
said, "The FIR does not pertain
to its Indian Bank accounts as no
transaction is linked to the four
bank accounts to the alleged
offence.

Successive and progressive
freezing of TMC's bank
accounts indicates mala fide use
of power by state authorities to
paralyse operations of a nation-
ally recognised party."

New Delhi,
Agency:India's aviation
security regulator is
collecting data from
ongoing trials of full-
body  scanners  at
Bengaluru and Cochin
airports before deciding
on their wider deploy-
ment, with the technol-
ogy's algorithms also
being refined to account
for objects commonly
worn by passengers in
India.Bureau of Civil
Aviation Security
(BCAS) Director
General Rajesh Nirwan
told  reporters  on
Thursday that full-body
scanners have been
mandated at eight air-
ports, while trials are
currently being con-
ducted at Bengaluru
and Cochin. Authorities

New Delhi, Agency: Indian
airports may finally see full body
(FBS) after
missed deadlines in the past few
years due to changing regulatory
Bureau of Civil
Aviation Security (BCAS) DG
Rajesh Nirwan said on Thursday
that FBS have been mandated for
eight airports and trials are on at
Bengaluru and Kochi.
not among the airports where the
mandated.
Hyderabad and Delhi are in that

scanners

requirements.

same has been

list, and "site acceptance" is under
way there.

The scanners installed for trials
are integrated to door-frame metal
detectors and the results of the
former are matched with what the
latter detects during passenger
checks. BCAS is collecting the
data and the algorithms will be
refined based on the outcome.

Dismissing privacy concerns,
Nirwan said scanners are being
made "image agnostic" as they
will just be a model of a person.

several

Kochi is

Government backs SCO connectivity
but PM's Pakistan visit uncertain

New Delhi, Agency
: India's participation in
the SCO meeting of
national coordinators in
Islamabad to firm up
the calendar for high-

level meetings has
sparked  speculation
about whether PM

Modi would travel to
Pakistan for the heads
of state summit next
year. Modi has missed
only one of the seven
in-person summits
since India became a
full member of the
Eurasian bloc in 2017,
but officials said his
past attendance is no
guarantee of a visit even
for a multilateral event
to Pakistan, a country
India has come to
describe as a serial
practitioner of terror-

are collecting data from
the trials, including the
number of alarms gen-
erated, which will be
assessed before a deci-
sion is taken on intro-
ducing the scanners at
airports.

However, Cochin is
not among the eight air-
ports where the scan-
ners have been mandat-
ed.

The deployment of
full-body scanners has
been delayed for years,
partly due to concerns
over passenger privacy.
Nirwan said newer
scanners are being

ism.

Additional secretary
Alok Dimri travelled to
Pakistan this week for
the national coordina-
tors' meeting, as first
reported by Media on
Monday. The first such
visit from India to
Pakistan since the 2025
Pahalgam terrorist
attack highlighted how
SCO, which is dominat-
ed by China and Russia,
has remained insulated

Full-hodyscannersatairnorts:
Eﬂ\" teststech& algﬂr“hms toaddress

made "image agnostic",
meaning they do not
produce an actual
image of the passenger
but instead display a
model and identify the
specific part of the body
where a suspicious
object may have been
detected, reported
Media.

BCAS is also work-
ing with scanner ven-
dors and original equip-
ment manufacturers to
refine the technology
for Indian conditions,
including concerns that
jewellery and other
commonly worn items
could trigger alarms.

"What we are get-
ting today in India is
based on algorithms
that have been designed
for foreign markets.

from India-Pakistan
tensions, unlike the
more modest Saarc
regional framework.
For a PM visit,
though, as official
sources said, India will
factor in Pakistan's con-
tinued support for
cross-border terrorism
before making a final
decision. The same is
likely to apply for the
meetings of defence and
foreign ministers head-

ing into the main sum-
mit, as India seeks tan-
gible and irreversible
action by Pakistan
against  cross-border
terrorism to make the
overall environment
conducive for any sub-
stantive engagement.

After the meeting
this week, Pakistan PM
Shehbaz Sharif will
soon write to leaders of
all member states invit-
ing them for the SCO
heads of state summit.
He had last invited
Modi for the heads of
govt meeting in
Islamabad in 2024, but
India had then sent
external affairs minister
S Jaishankar, who usu-
ally represents India in
that meeting.

New Delhi, Agency: Scores of students and
teachers of Hindu College, who have been
protesting against the college administration
since Sept 14, marched to the Delhi University
vice-chancellor's office Thursday, raising allega-
tions of admission irregularities, financial opaci-
ty and governance lapses.The protesters submit-
ted a memorandum to South Campus director
Rajni Abbi, in the absence of the VC, seeking that
DU temporarily take over the college from its
trust and governing body and form an extended
governing body. They also sought an independ-
ent, time-bound inquiry into the allegations.

Among the issues they flagged was the
alleged breach of DU rules in supernumerary
admissions, including the prescribed 20% cap.
The association alleged that admissions were
made despite objections from teachers in-charge
and committee convenors.

The memorandum alleged misuse of the col-
lege premises and resources for private commer-
cial activities, including courses being run for
profit without the staff council's approval. It
raised questions over the presence of donors and
private interests in the governing body.

"The college has started a perfumery course
through the International Fragrance Association
(IFRA), where the principal's spouse is a director.

late Gola, also known
as Kebab or Rajpal
Singh from Hauz Khas,
crowned the city's fat-
test dog after thousands
of people cast their
votes online and at
physical polling
booths, turning a play-
ful contest into a city-
wide celebration of
community dogs.

The 'Fat Dogs of
Delhi' contest began
with 64 dogs from
across the city, with
supporters gradually
turning their neigh-
bourhood favourites
into four-legged candi-
dates through
Instagram campaigns,
posters, memes, reels
and repeated appeals
for votes. The contest's
grand finale was held

S HA NI
the lnto Goln aka Kelaak abo
Rajpal Singh

on Wednesday.

Gola (75 kgs), a
much-loved communi-
ty dog from SDA
Market in Hauz Khas,
faced Googoo of Saket
in the final. Gola had
continued competing
posthumously after her
death during the con-
test, while Googoo
entered the final after a
closely fought semi-
final against Tara.

According to the
contest organiser, Gola
won the final by 39,904
votes, securing the title
after a campaign that
had seen supporters
rally  behind  her
through the successive

ing Delhiites a chance
to participate beyond
social media.

Physical  polling
booths were set up at
cafes in different parts
of Delhi, including
Vasant Vihar, Kamla
Nagar and Punjabi
Bagh, where voters
wrote their choice on
ballots and had their
fingers marked after
voting.

The polling booths
drew people across age
groups, with young-
sters turning up along-
side elderly residents.
Some supporters also
arrived with campaign
material for their
favourite dogs, adding
to the election-like
atmosphere around the
contest.

Chita Andolan is back: Why are Madhya Pradesh's
Panna Vlllagers protesting against Ken Betwa project

Panna, Agency
Remember the unnerving visu-
als from Chita Andolan in
Madhya Pradesh? Displaced
Tribals sleeping on pyres,
standing in water for their
compensation. The unique
protest is back and in its 20th
day with agitators battling rain,
waterlogging, lathicharge and
general apathy by the authori-
ties.

Activist Amit Bhatnagar,
Jai Kisan Sangathan leader,
who has been on a hunger
strike for the past four days,
was arrested on Wednesday as
protesters demonstrated chita,
jal, sooli, mitti, bhook (pyre,
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water, gallows,
other forms of satyagraha.

soil, hunger)

Bhatnagar accused the
Panna administration of sup-
pressing the agitation by lath-
icharging protesters, including
women.

Speaking to Media before

ST T AN T e
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his arrest, Bhatnagar said, "For
the past three days, the police
have been bringing along peo-
ple dressed in plain clothes,
who misbehaved with women,
entered their homes and even
took away people's phones
which have still not been

returned. When we approach
the police, they ask who took
the phones. How are people
supposed to identify every face
and find out who took them?"
"There is an atmosphere of
fear in the villages. If we say
anything, they start resorting to
lathi-charge and filing false
cases against the protesters,"
he added. "I am courting arrest
because democracy is being
murdered. Are we not even
allowed to protest peacefully?
We are putting ourselves
through hardship to raise our
concerns, but instead of listen-
ing to us, they have cut off the
electricity and water.



