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olndianseafarers safelyrescued after Kuwait-flagged  Cases clubbed only after CJ1
tankerstruck by projectile inStrait of Hormuz

New Delhi, Agency: Five Indian nation-

als aboard a Kuwait-flagged crude oil
tanker were safely rescued after the vessel
was struck by a projectile in the Strait of
Hormuz, the Indian embassy in Oman said

on Friday.

The Indian nationals were aboard MT
Kazimah III, which was hit while sailing
strategic waterway. The
embassy coordinated their rescue and said
all five had been safely shifted ashore.
"Earlier today, the Mission coordinated res-

through the

cue of five Indian nationals on board the

Kuwait-flagged tanker MT Kazimah III,
struck by a projectile in the Strait of
Hormuz. All 5 Indian nationals have been
shifted ashore safely. We thank the Omani
authorities for their continued support and
assistance,”" the embassy said in a post on
X. The embassy thanked Omani authorities
for their support during the rescue opera-

tion.

MT Kazimah III is a crude oil tanker
sailing under the Kuwaiti flag and was en
route to the port of Lomé in Togo when it

was struck.

routes.

The incident comes as India steps up
efforts to monitor the safety of its seafarers
amid heightened security risks in the
Persian Gulf and other major shipping

Earlier on Tuesday, external affairs min-
istry spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said
that more than 4,500 Indian seafarers were
aboard commercial vessels operating in the
region. Of these, 163 were on 12 active
cargo ships, including six India-flagged

vessels and six foreign-flagged vessels car-

rying cargo to India.

"At this point, we have six India-flagged
commercial vessels in the Persian Gulf. We
also have six foreign-flagged vessels which
are carrying cargo to India. So 12 ships are
there. On these ships, we have around 163
Indian seafarers who are on board," Jaiswal
said during a media briefing.

"Apart from this, we also have over
4,500 Indian seafarers who are on board
various commercial vessels which are oper-

ating in the area," he added.

fare," he stated.

SIR underreview: Former SC, HCjudyesto examine
‘constitutional & statutoryvalidity' of voter roll revision

New Delhi, Agency: A panel
of five former Supreme Court
and high court judges has been
set up to examine the Election
Commission's Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls,
as the poll panel separately
moves to identify and re-enrol
voters left out during the exer-
cise.

The Lawyers Association for
Constitution (LAFC) said the
commission, headed by former
Supreme Court judge Madan B
Lokur, will examine the constitu-
tional and statutory validity of
the SIR, its methodology and its
overall impact on eligible voters,
reported Media.

"The newly-formed inde-
pendent commission of former
judges on the Special Intensive
Revision of the electoral roll will
function with complete autono-
my to examine the constitutional
and statutory validity, methodol-
ogy and overall impact of the

From papadsto pitches: NCERT
brings startup lessons to Glass IX
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SIR exercise on eligible voters,"
it said.

The other members are for-
mer Supreme Court judge A K
Patnaik, former chief justice of
the Jammu and Kashmir High
Court Badar Durrez Ahmad, and
former judges Rekha Sharma
and Anjana Prakash.

Meanwhile, LAFC said sen-
ior lawyers including Kapil
Sibal, Prashant Bhushan,
Chander Uday Singh, Prashanto
Chandra Sen, Raju
Ramachandran, Rebecca
Mammen John, Warisha Farasat
and Vrinda Grover will provide

strategic legal advice to the com-
mission.

v '
& : %

The commission will exam-
ine whether eligible citizens
were retained on the electoral
roll and whether ineligible
entries were appropriately
excluded, the LAFC said.

It plans to hold public hear-
ings across the country, with full
and regional benches travelling
to different locations to record
the views and testimonies of
affected citizens, civil society
organisations and experts.

The LAFC said the commis-
sion would function with com-
plete autonomy and have the
final responsibility for its find-
ings and recommendations.

The panel's formation comes
as the Election Commission has
directed state poll officials to
launch a special drive to identify
and enrol valid voters who were
left out after the SIR in states
where the exercise has been
completed.

New Delhi, Agency: Seven
women, Rs 80 in borrowed capital
and a Mumbai terrace. That was how
Lijjat Papad began in 1959. More
than six decades later, the story will
be used to teach Class IX students
how an idea, however small, can grow
into an enterprise.

NCERT's new social science text-
book has introduced a dedicated
chapter on startups and entrepreneur-
ship, taking students through the
basics of identifying business oppor-
tunities, understanding markets and
preparing a workable business plan.

The chapter is built around three

broad questions - how entrepreneur-
ship affects society and the economy,
what the main functional areas of a
business are, and how an effective
business plan is prepared. It also
places these lessons in the context of
India's startup journey. The book says
the country had only around 350-400
startups about a decade ago, while the
ecosystem has now expanded to near-
ly 2.3 lakh enterprises, making India
the world's third-largest startup
ecosystem. The broader policy push,
it says, is to bring research, industry,
startups and entrepreneurship onto a
common platform.

New Delhi,
Agency: It sounds
inconceivable that a
trial judge will advise
the top court of the
country on how to
decide a case. But it
happened recently, and
the judge is now in

and K Vinod Chandran,
the court expressed
shock over its contents,
which were uncalled
for and directed its reg-
istry to ask the judge
why he wrote what he
wrote. The bench, how-
ever, did not reveal the

ECINetsystem

|

New Delhi, Agency:
Congress MP Jairam
Ramesh on Friday
accused the Election
Commission of violat-
ing electoral laws
through its ECINet
voter roll system. He
said the panel's decision
to appoint a committee
to review the system
had exposed the hol-
lowness of its earlier
claim that ECINet had
been developed in strict
compliance with the
law and the
Constitution.

Ramesh said the EC
should not have needed
to establish whether its
own system complied
with the Representation
of the People Act, 1950,
and the Registration of

Jaiswal said the ministry of shipping
was coordinating with Indian diplomatic
missions and local stakeholders to track
vessel movements and monitor the welfare
of Indian seafarers.

"Our ministry of shipping continues to
monitor the movement of these ships and is
looking at the well-being of all these seafar-
ers, and as and when required, through our
embassies and other stakeholders, they do
the needful for their well-being and wel-

spoke to presiding judges

New Delhi, Agency: The sound
and fury in the Supreme Court
Wednesday over the clubbing of
two petitions - one seeking the ini-
tiation of contempt proceedings for
the violation of an earlier SC judge-
ment and the other challenging the
validity of a new law - both on the
deputation of IPS officers in the
central armed police forces
(CAPFs), has turned out to be much
ado about nothing.

The contempt petition was initi-
ated for the alleged violation of the
SC's May 23, 2025, judgement
directing the gradual reduction and
eventual phasing out of IPS offi-
cers' deputation to CAPFs and is
pending before a bench headed by
Justice Ujjal Bhuyan.

Another petition, which chal-
lenged the validity of the new
CAPF Act, which was enacted sub-
sequent to the SC judgement and
permitted the deputation of IPS
officers to CAPFs, is before anoth-

er bench headed by Justice Manoj
Misra.
On September 30, the contempt

petition listed before Justice
Bhuyan was abruptly dropped from
the notified list of cases, and, sub-
sequently, both the contempt peti-
tion and the writ petition were list-
ed before a special bench of
Justices Misra and Bhuyan. This led
to an uproar before the special
bench. Senior advocate Shyam
Divan said, "You cannot have a list-
ed matter plucked off the board.
This is an all-India court. People
make travel arrangements and come
here from all over the country.

To counter China, India formally puts

New Delhi, Agency: In what

“
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is intended to remove any ambi-
guity or misplaced perception
regarding certain land areas,
peaks, mountains, passes, gla-
ciers and water bodies in
Ladakh, including those border-
ing China, being an integral part
of India, the government has, in
consultation with the UT, identi-
fied 28 places and features in
Ladakh by standard names on
the official map of the Survey of
India.

Among the 28 are places in
Aksai Chin and Gilgit-Baltistan
in POK, which India treats as
part of Ladakh.

"Identifying them formally...
is aimed at facilitating their
accurate recognition and better
awareness among the people at
large," the home ministry said
Friday. The move comes less
than a couple of months after a
similar step was taken with
regard to 27 border areas and

passes in Arunachal Pradesh.

Among the 28 places in
Ladakh identified are 10 peaks,
three mountains, seven land
areas, two glaciers, two passes,
one river, one lake, one water
body and one valley. The list
includes Hot Spring and Gogra,
which were friction points dur-
ing the 2020 standoff between
India and China.

The list also has Alisha Giri;
Brangsa; Chapchingal Pass;
Kanishka Peak; Karun Pir
mountain; Kuksel; Martand

Giri; Parpik Glacier; Skamri
Glacier; Shachmirik  Pass;
Shkorga Valley; Zorawar Peak;
Dehra Compass; and Drak
Karpo.

Jolmori; Kumarayana Point;
Panglung; Rinchen Zangpo;
Sakyasri Giri; Guru Rinpoche;
Shamal Lungpa (a patrol and
staging route in the 1950s);
Yangpa River; Marpa Lotsava
Ri; Milarepa Kangri; Shiva Ri,
and Maheshwara Ri have also
been identified.

Indiareviews security SOPs,
measures after flydubai event

"

Electors Rules, 1960,
questioning the circum-
stances in which Chief
Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar had
allowed the system to
be introduced.

He said ECINet was
launched on January 22
with the stated objec-
tive of enhancing
"transparency, credibili-
ty and public trust". "
The EC assured the
country that the system
had been developed in
accordance with the
Constitution,
Representation of the

People Acts and the
Registration of Electors
Rules. All of this was a
lie," Ramesh said. His
remarks came after the
EC recently announced
that a panel would
review ECINet to certi-
fy its compliance with
the relevant Acts and
Rules.

Ramesh alleged that
the system had effec-
tively curtailed the
statutory authority of
Electoral Registration
Officers (EROs) by
restricting their access
to the voter-roll system
and by allowing deci-
sions taken by EROs to
be overridden in states
such as Goa and West
Bengal.

New Delhi, Agency : The Indian security and
intelligence establishment is on alert following
the failed hijacking of a fly-
dubai flight, undertaking a -
confidential
SOPs and security measures
in place for the aviation sec- &k ww wi: wa
tor, sources said. In response
to new hijacking threats, security authorities are
reassessing both ground-level passenger screen-
ing, cockpit access vulnerabilities and in-flight
countermeasures.

They aim to ascertain whether existing in-
flight security measures like two-person cockpit
presence mandates and physical barrier protocols
require reinforcement.

While Indian authorities are not directly
involved in investigating the flydubai incident,
intelligence agencies are closely monitoring
developments after initial findings attributed the
hijacking attempt to radicalisation.

In the aftermath of the attack - in which
Captain Smit Machchhar thwarted an attempted
mid-air sabotage by his co-pilot - the agencies
are actively coordinating with counter-terrorism
partners in the UAE, Saudi Arabia and Israel,
primarily focussing on intelligence-sharing.

evaluation of

Warring out, Channi not in yet: Has Congress

trouble, with  the
Supreme Court seeking
an explanation from
him for advising it on
when to grant bail.

The case pertains to
the bail petition of an
accused from West
Bengal who has been
an undertrial prisoner
for the last five years,
and the apex court,
while rejecting his plea,
had asked the trial court
to complete the pro-
ceedings within three
months. The order,
which was passed on
May 11, directed the
trial court to file a
report after disposal of

the case.

As the trial court
could not honour the
SC order, the judge
wrote to the apex court
seeking more time to
conclude the trial. But
the judge, the addition-
al district and sessions
judge, 3rd court, North
24 Parganas at Barasat,
also gave some unso-
licited advice to the
apex court on bail
jurisprudence - when to
grant bail and when
not. After reading the
letter, which was placed
before a bench of
Justices J B Pardiwala

exact wording of the
letter but noted in its
order that the judge
conveyed words of
advice.

"We are quite dis-
turbed with the manner
in which the trial judge
has addressed a letter to
this court requesting
some more time. It is
not for the presiding
officer to convey words
of advice as to when
this court should grant
bail and should not
grant bail. The last two
paragraphs of the letter
are something which
we have not appreciat-
ed.

solved Punjab crisis or created more confusion?
-

New Delhi, Agency: The
churn in Punjab Congress is
now complete. Or is it?
Amarinder Singh Raja Warring
has quit as the Punjab Congress
president after more than four
years in the post. The Congress
is yet to make a formal
announcement, but Warring has
already changed his X bio to
"Former PPCC President."
Today, he met Rahul Gandhi
and handed him his formal res-
ignation.

"He (Rahul Gandhi) gave
me a lot of love. He sought
information about the current
political situation in Punjab, on
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what is happening with the
government and what we
should be doing there,"
Warring said after his meeting.

Warring's departure comes
after months of infighting over
who should lead the Congress
into the 2027 assembly elec-
tion. This was triggered by
Congress's decision to retain

Warring as state unit president
in July, ignoring the claims of
former chief minister Charanjit
Singh Channi. Warring's exit
now marks a victory for Channi
and his supporters.

Warring is out, but not
down: Warring may be out of
his post, but has dropped strong
hints that his fight may be far
from over. Hours after formally
stepping down, Warring target-
ed his detractors, signalling he
is not leaving the field yet. If
Warring's remarks against party
incharge Sachin Pilot are any
indication to go by, we could
well see a reversal of roles in

Punjab Congress infighting.

In an interaction with news
agency , Warring said. "I feel
that Sachin Pilot must have
decided it was time to remove
'Raja’ from the post." Warring,
though, added that he had "no
concrete proof” of this. Warring
added he had not spoken to
Pilot about his exit, but had
heard that the state Congress
incharge may have recom-
mended a change. "Perhaps the
in-charge mentioned that Raja
Warring would have to be
replaced," he said when asked
about the reasons for his resig-
nation.



