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Government set to halt sugarcane juice, E[I“al shareand ellllal rﬂsnecl cﬂngress S

B-heavy molasses diversion for ethanol

New Delhi, Agency:

Government is set to disallow diversion of sugar-

cane juice, syrup and B-heavy molasses for ethanol production in the 2026-

27 ethanol supply year (ESY) starting g
November, amid an around 11% shortfall in
sugar production from initial estimates for
the 2025-26 sugar season and indications of
a further decline in output due to drought in
states

major sugarcane-growing
Maharashtra and Karnataka.

Media has learnt that government will
notify the decision soon, ahead of the start of

of

the new ESY. While ethanol supply year runs

from Nov 1 to Oct 31, sugar season in India runs from Oct 1 to Sep 30.
Government specifies the quantity of sugarcane juice, syrup and B-heavy
molasses that can be diverted for ethanol production to meet the mandatory
blending target for the green fuel in petrol.

The move comes at a time when domestic sugar supplies remain tight.
Mills diverted about 30 lakh tonnes of sugar, or around 10% of total output,
for ethanol production during the sugar season that ended on September 30.
The new sugar season began on October 1 with opening stocks of around
37.5 lakh tonnes, compared with nearly 50 lakh tonnes a year ago.

Industry sources said there was no scope for allowing further diversion of
sugarcane juice, syrup and B-heavy molasses for ethanol, as ensuring ade-
quate domestic sugar supplies remains a priority for both govt and mills.
With the possibility of a fall in output in the current season, particularly in
Maharashtra and Karnataka, government would prioritise sugar availability
over additional diversion for ethanol. Disallowing the use of sugarcane juice,
syrup and B-heavy molasses for ethanol in 2026-27 would enable mills to
produce more sugar from the available cane, helping augment domestic sup-
plies and meeting consumption requirements.

Government has said that the share of sugar diverted for ethanol has
declined from around 12% in 2022-23 to around 9% in 2025-26. Besides,
nearly three-fourths of ethanol produced in the country now comes from
grains, particularly maize, reducing the dependence on sugar-based feed-
stock. "Meeting the demand for 20% ethanol blending in petrol won't be an
issue. With indications of millers getting a better price, it won't be a problem
for them either. Government would have to continue with the ban on exports

'Little bit more involved': Jaishankar says India has

replytoAkhilesh’s seat-sharing pitch

New Delhi, Agency: Uttar
Pradesh Congress in charge
Rajendra Pal Gautam on
Sunday demanded "equal
share and equal respect” for
his party amid the ongoing tus-
sle with alliance partner
Samajwadi Party over seat
sharing for the upcoming
assembly polls in the state.

Gautam said that both
Congress and SP must move
forward together and asserted
that both parties should settle
the seat sharing issue in
October.

"I have been saying from
the beginning that there should
be equal respect and an equal
share. After all, Congress is
the country's oldest and largest
party. Congress fought the
freedom movement and repre-
sents the idea of India,"
Gautam told news agency
Media.

"As far as seat-sharing is
concerned, I have been saying
from the beginning that we
should settle the seat-sharing
issue completely in the month
of October so that every per-
son who is contesting, or will
contest, gets enough time to
work in their constituency," he
added.

The remarks came after
Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav said that the
larger objective of the alliance
should be electoral victory
rather than which party is get-
ting how many seats.

In a post on X, Akhilesh
said that when the objective is
clear and alliance partners
work together, the journey
towards the goal becomes eas-
ier.

"When the goal is clear,
hand in hand we stand; when
the gaze is fixed on the desti-
nation, the journey becomes
easy! The big thing isn't how
many seats the alliance gets or
which seat goes to whom - the

big thing is that we all must
ensure that the victory belongs
to the alliance," Akhilesh said.

"Let us repeat again: It's not
about the seats, it's about the
victory," he added.

The SP chief said the pro-
posed alliance victory would
be larger than the interests of
individual parties and linked
the effort to issues including
communalism, democracy, the
Constitution, reservations and
social harmony.

"This victory will be
greater than the parties in our
alliance - it will be the victory
of all of us, of that united effort
that persists in struggle so that
communalism may never raise

its head again, so that BJP's
influence may not touch
democracy, the Constitution,
or reservations, and so that the
country's harmony may bloom
once more, and the nation's
progress and prosperity may
smile again," he said.

Uttar Pradesh is heading
for assembly polls in 2027.

In the 2022 assembly polls,
BJP retained power by win-
ning 255 of the 403 con-

stituencies, securing a 41.29
per cent vote share.
Former CM  Akhilesh

Yadav-led Samajwadi Party
came a distant second in the
2022 election, securing 111
seats and getting 32.06 per
cent of the votes.

Meanwhile, SP and
Congress fought the 2024
Lok Sabha elections in Uttar
Pradesh as allies under the
INDIA bloc.

The Samajwadi Party
(SP) won 37 seats in the
2024 Lok Sabha elections,
emerging as the single-
largest party in Uttar Pradesh
and the third-largest party
overall in the 18th Lok
Sabha. Congress holds six of
the 80 Lok Sabha seats.
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'sone beyond advocacy to end Russia-Ukraine war

New Delhi, Agency:
External affairs minister S
Jaishankar on Sunday said that
India has stepped beyond tra-
ditional advocacy to actively
broker peace and operational
agreements between Russia
and Ukraine.

During the Munich leaders
meeting, Jaishankar said that
India is actively holding con-
versations with Russia and
Ukraine to end the war, which
has stretched on for more than
four years.

"Having said that, we are
seeing today an unfortunate
conflict. Our position on that
conflict has been very clear,
which is that we would like to
see an end to this conflict. This
will require dialogue and
diplomacy. There has to be
negotiations in this regard,"
Jaishankar said.

"We have been advocating

EX-Army jawan amony 2 held for ‘passiny’
information to Pak on defence movements: Assam CM

New Delhi, Agency: Two people,
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it for many years, and in recent
months we have got a little bit
more involved beyond advoca-
cy. We have conversations

This comes after a meeting
of the consultative committee
of the ministry of external
affairs on India-Russia rela-

with both Russia and Ukraine tions, where members
in this regard. We are trying to reviewed New Delhi's active
be helpful, starting with the engagement with both

Black Sea safety of shipping
issue, but going beyond that to
cover some immediate con-
cerns which both of them have
on grain exports, energy
exports, non-attack possibili-
ties. Those are ongoing con-
versations right now," he
added.

Moscow and Kyiv to help end
hostilities.

During the review,
progress on major transit proj-
ects, energy cooperation and
strategic connectivity was
examined. India reaffirmed
that its primary energy objec-
tive remains safeguarding the

interests of Indian consumers,
while both nations under-
scored a shared ambition to
expand bilateral trade and

investment in a balanced
manner.

India's active mediation
efforts have also been

acknowledged by key figures
on both sides of the conflict.

Ukrainian foreign minis-
ter Andrii Sybiha confirmed
that India has formally
stepped forward to help
resolve the conflict, offering
what Kyiv considers "the
most comprehensive" peace
proposal currently under
evaluation. Speaking at a
press briefing, Sybiha said
Kyiv was reviewing four dis-
tinct international proposals,
including submissions from
Turkey, Egypt and the United
States.

chief minister Suvendu Adhikari on
Sunday said his government would
introduce stringent laws against what
he termed "love jihad" and "land
jihad" within six months and imple-
ment a Uniform Civil Code (UCC) in
the state.Speaking at an event mark-
ing the birth centenary of former VHP
president Ashok Singhal, Adhikari
said West Bengal would follow
Uttarakhand and Gujarat in imple-
menting the UCC. "Give us six
months, will also bring stringent laws
against love and land jihad," news
agency quoted him as saying. The
state government has already set up a
high-level committee headed by for-
mer Supreme Court judge Justice
Ranjana Prakash Desai to examine a
draft UCC. The proposed legislation
seeks to bring uniformity in civil laws
relating to marriage, divorce, inheri-
tance and adoption across communi-
ties.

Adhikari said his government
would  function  within  the
Constitution but would not tolerate
attacks on Indian culture, traditions,

temples and monasteries. "This gov-
ernment will not allow any anti-
national activity here," he said, urging
people to remain united and vigilant
against what he called "divisive
forces". "You can rest assured that the
government will function in accor-
dance with the Constitution. But it
will not allow any attack on Indian
culture, Sanatani traditions, temples
and monasteries, and our heritage that

spiritual icons Vivekananda and
Mahaprabhu Sri Chaitanya have
propounded.”

The BJP had made implementa-
tion of the UCC one of its key prom-
ises in the 2026 West Bengal assem-
bly elections.

300 students take onAl, deepfake fraud
cnallenges atBIT Mesrahackathon

including a retired Army jawan who
was later re-employed on a contractu-
al basis, were arrested in Assam for
allegedly sharing security-related
information with Pakistan, chief min-
ister Himanta Biswa Sarma said on
Sunday. Sarma said the arrests were
made by Assam Police based on
inputs from central agencies. "Today,
as per input of central agencies, the
Assam Police arrested two persons.
One is a retired army jawan but cur-
rently working on a contractual basis
with the army," he said at a press con-
ference. "It has been alleged that they
were in touch with Pakistan and were
giving information about army move-
ment. We will hand them over to the
central agencies," news agency quot-
ed Sarma saying.

The chief minister said initial

Uttarakhand CM Dhami, Union ministers Kiren Rijiju and Jual Oram
lead massive roadshow, attend 'Aadi Rangotsav Festival' in Khatima

reports suggested the two suspects
were allegedly honey-trapped by
individuals seeking to obtain infor-
mation from them.

Earlier, Assam Police said its spe-
cial task force had arrested 31-year-
old Abhishek Kumar Singh, a Bihar
native living in Guwahati, for alleged
espionage activities. Singh, who is
from Purba Champaran, was suspect-
ed of sharing sensitive information
about security forces with a Pakistani
intelligence operative (PI1O).

Ranchi, Agency: More
than 300 students from Birla
Institute of Technology (BIT)
Mesra took part in in a 24-
hour hackathon focused on
some of the most pressing
challenges emerging from the
rapid adoption of artificial
intelligence, including high-
precision generative Al sys-
tems, deepfake-driven insur-
ance fraud and agentic Al
applications.The event,
Adrosonic Build, organised by
technology company
Adrosonic, has attracted 106
teams comprising around
three students each. Twenty-
one teams have been shortlist-
ed for the final round, which

began on October 3 and will

conclude with the announce-
ment of results on October 4.
Unlike conventional cod-

ing competitions, the
hackathon is centred on real-
world industry problems.
Participants are developing
solutions for high-precision
Retrieval-Augmented
Generation (RAG) systems,

Al-powered detection of syn-
thetic identities and deepfake-
based insurance claims, and
agentic Statement of Values
(SOV) intelligence systems
for the insurance sector.
Highlighting the broader
objective of the initiative,
Mayank, founder, CEO and
MD of Adrosonic, said the
idea was to bring practical
industry knowledge, real-
world use cases and access to
technology leaders into the
academic ecosystem so that
students can work on prob-
lems that mirror actual busi-
ness and societal challenges.
Faculty members say such
platforms are becoming
increasingly important as

employers seek graduates who
can apply technical knowl-
edge to complex situations
rather than merely demon-
strate theoretical understand-
ing.

"The gap is not in knowl-
edge. It is in applying that
knowledge to real-life scenar-
i0s, which are more uncertain
and complex," said Dr Manish
Kumar Pandey, head of the
Digital Innovation Lab and
Department of Quantitative
Economics and Data Science
at BIT Mesra.

The hackathon is part of a
wider industry-academia part-
nership between Adrosonic
and BIT Mesra that has been
underway since 2022.

lated Constitution.

Justice Bhuyan's remarks prove CEC violated Constitution: Congress

New Dclhi, Agency: Congress on Sunday claimed SC
judge Justice Ujjal Bhuyan's remarks on the right to vote
conclusively proved that CEC Gyanesh Kumar had vio-

Khatima,Agency:Uttarakhand
Chief Minister Pushkar Singh
Dhami on Sunday participated in
a roadshow organised from
Khatima Chowk to TDC Ground
in Khatima. Union Ministers
Kiren Rijiju and Jual Oram also
accompanied him during the
roadshow.

Massive crowds were seen
lining both sides of the road dur-
ing the roadshow in the CM's

hometown. After the roadshow,
CM Pushkar Singh Dhami also
participated as the Chief Guest in
'Uttarakhand Aadi Rangotsav-
2026 Khatima', organised by the

State Tribal Research Institute
from October 4 to 6 at Naveen
Mandi, Pilibhit Road, Khatima.
Union Ministers Jual Oram and
Kiren Rijiju are attending the fes-
tival as Special Guests, along
with Minister of State Ajay
Tamta.

Earlier in the day, Rijiju
expressed that he was "looking
forward to attending Uttarakhand
Adi Rangotsav 2026 and celebrat-

ing the diverse cultural heritage
and  artistic  traditions  of
Devbhoomi." Uttarakhand Chief
Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami
also chaired a State cabinet meet-
ing at the NHPC complex in
Banbasa, Champawat. Notably,
this marks the first time a State
cabinet meeting is being held out-
side the capital city of Dehradun,
in Banbasa along the Indo-Nepal
border.
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"Justice Ujjal Bhuyan, a sitting judge of Supreme

Court, has been an outspoken champion of environmen-
tal protection. Now the courageous jurist has forcefully
expressed his view that the right to vote is very much
part of the basic structure of Constitution. This conclusively proves that
CEC - a constitutional functionary himself - has violated Constitution

itself both in letter and spirit,"
said on X.

Congress general secretary Jairam Ramesh

He added, "Justice Bhuyan has said much more and has exposed CEC
lock, stock and barrel. Gyanesh Kumar has simply lost all moral right to

continue in office."



