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DB Repof-t-er
Sanctoria (Asansol,
West Bengal): Eastern

Coalfields Limited (ECL) has
stepped up efforts to promote
responsible e-waste manage-
ment under Special Campaign
6 by organising awareness pro-
grammes and establishing ded-
icated e-waste kiosks at its
headquarters and various oper-
ational areas.

The initiative at ECL
Headquarters received support
from Director (HR) Gunjan
Kumar Sinha, Director
(Technical /P&P) Girish

ECL Sets Up E-Waste Kiosks Under
Special Campaign 6 Drive

i e

Gopinathan Nair, Director
(Technical/Operations)
Chitranjan Kumar and Nodal
Officer for Special Campaign 6
Nazrul Islam. Heads of depart-
ments at the headquarters and
general managers from differ-
ent areas also participated in
the initiative. As part of the
campaign, awareness camps
and e-waste collection boxes
have been established at the
headquarters and operational
areas. Employees are being
encouraged to collect and seg-
regate electronic waste and
ensure its disposal through
authorised channels.

Chirag Paswan's UP gamble: Why PM Modi

‘Beyond limits"Ex-CJ1 Gavai, formerjudges slam
5Cjudge Ujjal Bhuyan'sremarks amid EC-SIR row

New Delhi, Agency:
Former Chief Justice of India
BR Gavai and other retired
judges on Monday condemned
Supreme Court judge Justice
Ujjal Bhuyan's remarks on the
Election Commission.

Gavai said that a sitting
judge should not have made
comments on the ongoing row
over the Special Intensive
Revision of electoral rolls as
the matter is sub judice before
the top court.

"Judicial propriety would
not permit him to make any
comment on the matter which
is sub judice before the court,"”
Gavai told news agency
media.

Retired Delhi high court
judges SN Dhingra and RS

Sodhi also questioned
Bhuyan's remarks.
Justice  Dhingra  said

Bhuyan's statement was "way
beyond the limits of a sitting
top court judge" and such
comments should not be made
at a public event when the
issue is pending before the
same court.

"He should have thought a
thousand times before making
such a statement,” Dhingra
said, adding that Justice
Bhuyan did not know the full
facts of the issue.

Y

Justice R S Sodhi also crit-
icised Justice Bhuyan for call-
ing the SIR exercise disenfran-
chisement and said that the
right to vote was governed by
the statutory framework.

"Whether you have a vote
or you don't have a vote
depends upon the statute. If
you fall within the parameters
of the statute, you have a vote.
If you don't fall within the
parameters of the statute, you
don't have a vote," Justice
Sodhi said.

"I mean, these hardline
thinking and these hardline
statements, to my mind, are
not a very mature way of look-
ing at a thing, especially when
you are supposed to be in a
field which is supposed to be
excellent in its rationalising,"
he said.

fads

What Bhuyan had said

This comes a day after
Justice Bhuyan said that any
process that "disenfranchises"
millions of Indian citizens was
"intrinsically arbitrary” and a
"negation” of the constitution-
al order.

While delivering the vale-
dictory address at the 19th
Justice Bodh Raj Sawhney
Memorial Moot Court
Competition at NALSAR
University of Law on Sunday,
Justice Bhuyan said that the
Constitution does not provide
for two classes of citizens, one
with voting rights and the
other without voting rights,
and no amount of
"whataboutery" could justify
such a process.

"If any process results in
disenfranchising millions and
millions of Indian citizens

making them second class citi-
zens in their own country in
the sense of being citizens
without voting rights, such a
process 1is intrinsically arbi-
traryy, No  amount of
whataboutery can justify it. It
strikes at the very heart of the
Constitution and I would go to
the extent of saying that it is a
negation of the constitutional
order which we have adopted
under the Constitution of
India," Bar and Bench quoted
Justice Bhuyan as saying.

He said the Constitution
does not create two classes of
citizens based on voting rights
and added that wholesale dis-
enfranchisement would violate
Articles 326 and 14.

"No authority can do it; no
court can condone it. No one is
above the Constitution," he
said. This is not the first time
that Justice Bhuyan has put
forth his views on issues being
discussed in the public
domain. Recently, NALSAR
Hyderabad was in the news
after a section of its students
wrote to the vice chancellor,
registrar and professors of the
institution, opposing any pro-
posal to invite Chief Justice of
India Surya Kant as chief
guest to the varsity's convoca-
tion.

New Delhl, Agency: The new

'Hanuman' is flexmg his muscle against allies

New Delhi, Agency:Chirag
Paswan once described him-
self as Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's "Hanuman".
Six years later, the LJP (Ram
Vilas) chief offered another
approach of his politics: "I can
stand up to my government ...
I am in the alliance but I am
not the BJP."

This distinction becomes
relevant as he prepares to take
his party into the 2027 Uttar
Pradesh assembly election.
LJP(RV) has announced that it
will contest the polls and is
preparing for all 403 con-
stituencies, while leaving open
whether it will eventually con-
test alone or as part of an
alliance.

The UP move comes after a
significant change in Chirag
Paswan's political position. In

2020, the undivided LJP broke
with the NDA in Bihar, con-
tested 135 seats and targeted
Nitish Kumar's JD(U), while
maintaining its support for PM
Modi. Its slogan captured the
strategy: "Modi se bair nahi,
Nitish teri khair nahi." The
party won only one seat, but its
5.66% vote share had a meas-
urable impact on the results.
Since then, LJP(RV) has
moved from being a marginal
alliance partner to a more con-

sequential NDA component. It
won all five Lok Sabha seats it
contested in Bihar in 2024,
giving Chirag Paswan a 100%
strike rate, and in the 2025
assembly election it contested

29 seats under the NDA
arrangement and won 19. The
BJP and JD(U) contested 101
seats each, while LJP(RV)
secured 29.

That progression provides
the context for the 403-seat
announcement. Chirag Paswan

now has five Lok Sabha MPs,
19 MLAs in Bihar and a Union
cabinet position. The question
is whether that political weight
can be extended beyond Bihar.

The 403-seat gamble:
The latest phase of the UP
push  took  shape in
September, when Paswan
launched his party's youth
outreach in Prayagraj. At the
"Youth Bole Toh" pro-
gramme, he spoke about edu-
cation, employment, skills
and greater youth participa-
tion in  politics, and
announced plans for a
National Youth Commission.

On September 28, he
made the electoral plan
explicit: "There is no doubt
that LJP (Ram Vilas) will
contest the 2027 Uttar
Pradesh assembly elections."

Congress team in Uttar Pradesh has a
daunting challenge at hand: to revive
the fortunes of the grand-old-party in
the 2027 assembly elections. But
before the big political test early next
year, there is a pressing concern at
hand: the alliance dynamics. And to
that extent, the Congress appoint-
ments send a mixed signal to ally
Samajwadi Party.

The appointment of MLA
Aradhana Misra-Mona, who is per-
ceived close to SP chief Akhilesh
Yadav, as the new state chief signals
the willingness of the Congress for an
amicable seat-sharing discussions.
But the simultaneous elevation of
Imran Masood, a known critic of
Samjawadi Party's "big brother atti-
tude", raises obvious questions about
the Congress's intent vis-a-vis its ally.

So, how will this contradiction
play out when the two parties sit on
the table to decide the contours of
their alliance? More so, as there is
already an open war of words
between the leaders of the two parties
over the seat share. Congress leaders
have insisted that division of seats

should be based on

"respect and
equality." Aradhana Misra-Mona
acknowledges that with the 2027
state elections only a few months
away, she would have to hit the
ground running as her party seeks to
regain political space it has steadily
lost in the state since 1989.

Masood's strong remarks

To understand why Imran
Masood's high-profile appointment
may have caused some unease, here's
a look at some of the statements he
has made in the recent past.

June In a video on X Imran
Masood said that the Congress will
no longer accept the formula that
SP had applied in 2024 Lok Sabha
polls and that the party was prepar-
ing to contest 2027 assembly polls
on 200 seats in UP.

New Delhi, Agency: A Delhi
court has issued a notice to DCP, IGI
airport, directing that an inquiry into
a sexual assault complaint against
Nagina MP Chandrashekhar Azad be
completed and the report be filed by
the next date of hearing, after reject-
ing Delhi Police's request for more
time.

The court of additional chief judi-
cial magistrate Neha Mittal listed the
matter for further hearing on Oct 23.

The complainant has accused
Azad of raping her on the pretext of
marriage. Alleging that police failed
to register an FIR, she had
approached the court seeking a direc-
tion for registration of a case against
Azad.During earlier proceedings, the
court issued a notice to Delhi Police
and asked for a status report.

Police submitted a status report
detailing the progress of the inquiry

Rawat seeks meet with Congress brass as Kumari Selja slams his yatra plan

conducted so far. However, they
sought an additional two to three
months to conclude the preliminary
probe. The complainant opposed the
police plea for more time.

The judge noted in the order that
"since the offence alleged in the pres-
ent application is punishable with life
imprisonment, section 173(3) BNSS
does not apply and hence, there is no
scope for conducting preliminary
inquiry"”. Section 173(3) allows
police to conduct a preliminary
inquiry before registering an FIR for
offences that carry a jail term of three
to under seven years.

New Delhi, Agency: India
and Switzerland looked to
deepen cooperation in trade
and investment, technology,
defence  production and
nuclear energy as PM Modi
held talks with visiting Swiss
President Guy Parmelin. The
two countries also signed five
agreements, including one for
a migration and mobility part-
nership and another for
exchange of young profes-
sionals.

Identifying innovation,
infrastructure and advanced
technology as strong pillars of
the bilateral partnership, Modi
said India and Switzerland
were going to give the rela-
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tionship a new momentum
and take it to new heights.
The two countries set up a
committee to facilitate trade
and investment and address
trade-related concerns, build-
ing upon Trade and Economic
Partnership Agreement
(TEPA) signed between India
and European Free Trade
Association (EFTA) countries
in 2024. TEPA was India's
first FTA with any economic
bloc in Europe, as Modi

recalled. conflicts in Ukraine and West
"It is also an ambitious Asia, with the Swiss President
blueprint for investment, welcoming Modi's message to

innovation, jobs, and shared
prosperity. Through this, we
aim to achieve the targets of
$100 billion in investment in
India and 1 million direct jobs
over the next 15 years," said
Modi in his media statement.

Key highlights of TEPA
included enhanced market
access for Indian goods and
services, $100 billion invest-
ment commitment over 15
years, creation of 1 million
jobs in India and stronger
bilateral relations with EFTA
nations.

The leaders discussed the

Russian President Vladimir
Putin to end the war.

Modi said India and
Switzerland believe in demo-
cratic values, the rule of law,
dialogue and diplomacy and
will continue to work together
for global peace and stability.

"Whether it is Ukraine or
West Asia, India has consis-
tently supported every mean-
ingful effort towards peace,"
he said, adding that the lead-
ers also agreed that reforms in
global institutions are essen-
tial to address the growing
global challenges.

Visa doesn't create absolute right to

New Delhi, Agency: With
return of rumblings in
Uttarakhand Congress on the
eve of assembly elections,
former CM Harish Rawat has
sought time with party brass
to clarify his "thanksgiving
yatra" in the wake of AICC's
strong censure.

A terse letter by Kumari
Selja, AICC in-charge of
state, has dubbed Rawat's
yatra as a ‘"parallel pro-
gramme" that is not in

JI =]

Congress' interest. She has
said the party must put up a
"united front" ahead of the

polls. Crucially, she also
underlined to Rawat that his
yatra has neither been

approved by her nor by the
state president, and he has

made some controversial
statements recently.

Sources said Rawat, while
going ahead with his yatra,
has responded to the letter and
urged an appointment. They
said a discussion may be held
between Rawat and Selja this
week, possibly Wednesday or
Thursday, after the demon-
stration against the EC in
Dehradun. Rawat's sudden
embarking on a yatra has
stumped the party as the noto-

riously factionalised state unit
has managed to put a united
front in recent months. The
party brass have been under-
taking solo public outreach
and holding joint programmes
amid strong optimism that
Congress is well placed to
oust the ruling BJP from
power in the hill state.

In the current leadership
structure, Rawat has been
forced to cede ground to
younger leaders.
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enter India, says Delhi High Court

New Delhi, Agency: Delhi High Court has stressed
that a foreign national does not have an inherent or legal-
ly enforceable right to seek entry into India even if grant-
ed a visa. It added the statutory framework does not treat
the possession of a visa as creating an absolute and uncon-
ditional right of admission into India.

Justice Amit Mahajan observed: "The statutory scheme expressly con-
templates circumstances in which, notwithstanding possession of requisite
travel documents, a foreigner may not be permitted to enter India on
grounds, including considerations relating to national security, sovereignty
and integrity of India, relations with a foreign State and public health,
besides others specified by central govt."



