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Cabinet adopts resolu-
tion hailing achieve-
ments of PM Modi
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New Delhi, Agency :
Cabinet on Tuesday adopt-
ed a resolution hailing the
achievements of Narendra
Modi in the last 25 years,
first as chief minister of
Gujarat and subsequently
as PM.

I&B minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said the resolu-
tion marks Modi's uninter-
rupted public service
between Oct 7, 2001 and
Oct 7, 2026. The resolution
listed decisions taken by
Modi which have touched
the lives of common man
and has given the country
confidence. Vaishnaw said
Modi's success and long
service is a result of peo-
ple's trust and faith in his
style of governance and a
vibrant example of the
strength of Indian democ-
racy. The resolution high-
lighted PM's tenure with a
list of policy and political
mandate he has got in
Gujarat and at Centre. It
mentioned initiatives from
Modi's tenure as Gujarat
CM that were adopted and
extended at the national
level. These included
SWAGAT, the grievance-
redressal system through
which Modi interacted
with citizens in Gujarat,
and PRAGATI, Centre's
platform for reviewing
major projects and resolv-
ing implementation hur-
dles.

It also cited Gujarat's
Jyotigram scheme, which
created separate agricultur-
al electricity feeders, as an
approach  subsequently
expanded nationally. The
resolution linked Modi's
experience of poverty with

welfare initiatives, citing
60 crore Jan Dhan
accounts, over 4 crore

homes and 25 crore people
moving out of poverty.

80% vote in West Bengal
bypolls amid rigging
1nt1m1dat10n charges )

Guwabhati,
Bypolls across three states
and one Union territory

Agency:

saw high but uneven
turnouts Tuesday, with
Bengal's Nandigram and
Rejinagar recording 80%
turnout amid allegations of
rigging, voter intimidation
and police interference,
while polling in one
Puducherry and two Tamil
Nadu assembly seats and
Assam's Nagaon Lok
Sabha constituency
remained largely peaceful.

Nandigram recorded
above 80% turnout by
7pm, but voters reported
being turned away from
booths. CM Suvendu
Adhikari, who had vacated
the seat after winning both
Nandigram and
Bhowanipore in May, said:
"In 2016, I won by 82,000
votes, my highest margin
ever. I believe that record
will be broken this time."

Congress candidate
Milan Pradhan, out on bail
following his arrest in a
2007 case after he filed his
nomination, said the elec-
tion had been "looted" and
complained of blocked
agents, voters being denied
entry, assault and vandal-
ism. CPI and ISF candidate
Sabe Mirza Khan also
alleged rigging.

Rejinagar recorded
80% turnout, with allega-
tions of police interference
dominating polling.

ED unearths bribe racket involving top exec-
utives of 40 PSUS, banks & companies

New Delhi, Agency :
Enforcement Directorate
has unearthed a bribery
racket involving top execu-
tives of at least 40 public
sector undertakings and
government banks, besides
some corporate houses
engaged in siphoning off
and laundering hundreds of
crores of corporate social
responsibility (CSR) funds
channelled through multi-
ple charities promoted by a
class XII dropout, who has
been caught impersonating
as a medical doctor for
close to three decades.

According to ED, the
fake doctor, Dharmendra

Three new SC judges take oath, all in the name of God

Kumar Chandradeyv,
received CSR donations in
his multiple trusts regis-
tered for the purpose of
laundering money meant
for charity and exempted
from taxation. These funds
were further returned back

to the "donor" in cash, after
retaining his commission.
The racket involved some
corporate houses, hospi-
tals, public sector compa-
nies and govt banks. Top
executives of these PSUs
were heavily bribed for

releasing CSR funds.

On Oct 1, the central
agency carrled out searches
at eight locations across
Maharashtra, Bengal,
Gujarat and Delhi-NCR

related to these bogus
donations  cases. The
agency seized several

pieces of evidence and
details of transactions relat-
ed to PSU executives and
corporate hospitals, in
addition to Rs 21 lakh in
unaccounted cash. "The
CSR mechanism was
utilised as a conduit for
conversion of accounted
funds into wunaccounted
cash. Funds amounting to

Rs 200 crore have been
routed through the above
mechanism," ED has esti-
mated through its prelimi-
nary investigation.

The agency further said
its probe revealed that CSR
contributions from corpo-
rate houses were "returned
substantially in cash" to the
contributors after deduc-
tion of a small commission.

Searches have also
revealed a network of
agents and intermediaries
who channelled CSR funds
to the trusts, which were
thereafter routed through
shell entities controlled by
market operators. Most of

these entities have also
been flagged in multiple
GST fraud investigations.

"At least 40 PSUs and
public sector banks across
the country have provided
CSR donations to the trusts
operated by the accused.
Several projects were only
partially executed or not
executed in proportion to
the funds received, while
vendor bills were inflated
and excess funds routed
through bogus or shell enti-
ties. Kickbacks and com-
missions were allegedly
paid to intermediaries facil-
itating the CSR funding,"
ED said.

Cabinet okays new body to bring
roads, rail, ports, aviation under

number of women judges in SC - three out of 37

New Delhi, Agency: Three new
Supreme Court Judges - Justices
Sunita Agarwal, Devendra Kumar
Upadhyaya and Aparesh Kumar

Singh - on Tuesday took oath of

office in the name of God taking
the working strength of SC to 37
judges, just one short of the sanc-
tioned strength.

CJI Surya Kant administered
oath to  Justices Agarwal,
Upadhyaya and Singh, who were
chief justices of Gujarat, Delhi and
Telangana HCs respectively, in the
presence of SC judges, attorney
general R Venkataramani, solicitor
general Tushar Mehta and other
senior advocates and lawyers.

With the elevation of Justice
Agarwal, who is the 13th women
judge of SC, the strength of women

judges in the apex court at present
became three. The other two being
Justices B V Nagarathna, who is
scheduled to become the first
woman CJI on Sep 24 next year,
and Justice V Mohana.

During the tenure of Justice N V
Ramana as CJI, the Supreme Court
had the highest number of sitting
SC judges at four - Justices India
Banerjee, Nagarathna, Hima Kohli
and Bela M Trivedi, last three of

whom had taken oath on Aug 31,
2021. While the Collegium led by
Justice Ramana had recommended
appointment of three women
judges, the present collegium led
by CJI Kant has so far appointed
two women judges.

SC got its first woman judge in
M Fathima Beevi on Oct 6, 1989,
39 years after SC was established.
Justice Beevi had retired from
Kerala HC on Apr 29, 1989, but was
elevated to the SC five months after
retirement. Other women judges in
SC were - Justices Sujata V
Manohar, Ruma Pal, Gyan Sudha
Misra, Ranjana P Desai, R
Bhanumathi and Indu Malhotra. SC
judge strength was increased from
34 to 38, including the CJI, initially
through an Ordinance on May 16.

one planning framework

New Delhi, Agency: The
Cabinet on Tuesday approved
setting up India's first inte-
grated transport and logistics
authority, giving the new
body a mandate to plan,
appraise and monitor projects
worth over Rs 500 crore
across roads, railways, ports,
aviation, waterways, urban
mobility and logistics.

The Integrated Transport
and Logistics Authority
(ITLA) is aimed at ending
fragmented planning across
multiple transport ministries
and agencies and driving
greater coordination and
multi-modal integration in
infrastructure development.

the decision,
I&B  minister  Ashwini
Vaishnaw said, "By fostering
greater coordination and
multi-modal integration,
ITLA is a new institution
responsible for prospective
planning for infrastructure
development in the country.

Announcing

Amid Canada trade talks FIR against BJP BLA over 'false' Form-7
NSAs discuss securlty coop appllcatlons,ﬁrst such case in Telangana

New Delhi, Agency: Amid
efforts to conclude a bilateral
trade agreement ahead of a likely
visit by PM Narendra Modi to
Ottawa in December, India and
Canada held another round of
security dialogue, with NSA Ajit
Doval hosting his counterpart

An FIR has been regls—
tered against
Booth Level
(BLA) for allegedly fil-
ing "false" Form-7 appli-
cations seeking the dele-
tion of 30 voters from

a BJP
Agent

BJP BLA S Balachander
following a complaint by

approached
y Electoral

Sudharshan
o alleging

4 Congress leaders had
Chief
Officer
Reddy,

Balachander, the BJP's
BLA in Musheerabad,
had submitted Form-7

registration of an FIR
and an SIT investigation
C into what it described as
a suspected BJP plan to
carry out large-scale
deletion of genuine vot-
ers during the SIR.

In its complaint, the

that

David Morrison for talks.

Morrison, senior diplomatic
and international affairs adviser
to the PM, is visiting India in the
middle of the fifth round of talks
for a mutually beneficial eco-
nomic partnership agreement.
Canadian foreign minister Anita
Anand will also visit India later
this month.

"The meeting was part of the
regular dialogue at the NSA
level. The two sides reviewed
progress in bilateral security and
law enforcement cooperation.

They also agreed to identify addi-
tional areas for practical coopera-
tion," a source said.

The last round of talks in Feb
saw India and Canada agreeing to
a roadmap on national security
issues. The two countries had
also agreed to appoint security
and law enforcement liaison offi-
cers to enable timely information
sharing on issues of mutual con-
cern like flow of drugs and
transnational organised criminal
networks.

the electoral rolls during

the ongoing Special
Intensive Revision
(SIR).

The case is the first
FIR  registered in
Telangana over allega-
tions of submitting
Form-7 applications
containing "false" infor-
mation, news agency
Media reported.

The FIR was regis-
tered at Chikkadapally
Police Station against

an election official.
Police have invoked rel-
evant provisions of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS) and the
Representation of the
People Act. "Following a
complaint that the BLA
submitted forms for
deletion of 30 electors,
we have registered an
FIR. The matter is under
investigation," a police
official told Media.
Earlier, Telangana

Jack Dorsey's Bitchat taken off Indian app stores over law-and-order concerns: Report

New Delhi, Agency:

decentralised =~ communication. had to be taken down.
Government sources quoted by The sources told Media that
news agency Media said on Bitchat allows users to send mes-

Tuesday that the app posed a law-

Jack
Dorsey's Bluetooth-based messag-
ing app Bitchat has been removed
from Indian app stores following
government intervention, putting
the spotlight on concerns over

bitchat

and-order concern and therefore

sages through multiple Bluetooth

authorities.

order,"

a concern.

"hops" without relying on conven-
tional internet connectivity, raising
concerns that it could be used to
bypass restrictions imposed by
"The government is
duty-bound to maintain law and
sources said, adding that
the app's ability to facilitate com-
munication through Bluetooth was

Jammu,

nection with
cross-border

CBI raids CM Bhagwant Mann's camp

district. An

J&K Police have arrested
four suspects, including
one from Punjab, in con-

of drugs and arms via
drones in the border vil-
lage of Arnia in Jammu

Beretta pistol, two maga-
zines, four live rounds,

applications seeking
deletion of the names of
30 electors.

The Congress alleged
that the applications
amounted to an attempt
to unlawfully remove
genuine voters from the
electoral rolls and sought
legal action against those
responsible. The
Telangana Congress also
approached Hyderabad
Police Commissioner
VC Sajjanar, seeking

Agency:

the alleged
smuggling

Italy-made

Congress alleged that the
BJP BLA in the
Musheerabad assembly
constituency had submit-
ted Form-7 applications
seeking deletion of the
names of another BJP
BLA, Sharfuddin, and
members of his family.

Form-7 is used by
voters to file objections
to the proposed inclusion
or seek deletion of a
name from an existing
electoral roll.

Jammu and Kashmir: Arms & drugs seized
in cross-border smugghng case; 4 held

office, his OSD's home in graft probe

New Delhi, Agency:
CBI registered an FIR
against Punjab chief min-
ister Bhagwant Mann's
OSD Rajbir Ghuman and
five others Tuesday, fol-
lowing it up with raids on
eight locations, including

the CM's camp office in
Chandigarh.
The coordinated

search came within hours
of the state govt moving
Supreme Court against
Punjab and Haryana high
court's order for a CBI
probe into ED's allegation
that a bribe syndicate
influenced transfers, post-
ings, tenders and policy

decisions the
OSD.

The search at Mann's
camp office in House No
50 of Sector 2 started
around 6pm, sending
shockwaves through the
administration. It was at
this office that Ghuman
used to allegedly meet the
co-accused, said CBI
sources. A CBI team also

through

visited Ghuman's home in
his village, Gharachon in
Sangrur.

CBI said the case was
registered following a
court order that was based
on an ED report. The
investigation centres on
allegations of corruption
and abuse of power and
political influence. Apart
from Ghuman, those

L ol

named by CBI in the FIR
are Nitin Gohal, IJitin
Gohal alias Raja, Romi
Raja  Mahajan,  Bir
Devinder, RS Nagra and
"unknown public ser-
vant(s) and private per-
son(s)".

Nitin is alleged to be a
"liaison" in the "cash-for-
transfer" scandal with
access to Ghuman. His
brother Jitin was allegedly
provided access to CMO
through Ghuman and Dr
Romi Mahajan, described
as an '"associate" who
allegedly worked with
Ghuman and helped coor-
dinate appointments.

and over lkg of narcotics were
seized during subsequent
searches, police said Tuesday.
On Oct 3, cops manning a
checkpoint at Arnia's Tamala
Bridge stopped two men mov-
ing on a bike around 10.45pm.
One of the men, Rahul Kumar,
was found carrying 264g of
suspected heroin, a Beretta pis-
tol, two magazines and four
live rounds. Another 276g of
suspected heroin was seized
from the second man, Ajay
Kumar Talhar. Both are resi-
dents of Arnia. During ques-
tioning, the accused allegedly
confessed their links with
Pakistan-based handlers and
admitted to having received
two air-dropped consignments
in the past. Information
obtained from the duo led cops
to a third suspect, also named

Ajay Kumar. He was arrested
with 464g of opium resin and
13.3g of heroin, police said.
Further probe revealed the
involvement of a fourth sus-

pect-Jaganpreet =~ Randhawa
alias Jaggi, believed to be a for-
ward link in the smuggling
nexus-who was arrested in
Punjab.

Arnia PS registered an FIR
under relevant sections of the
NDPS and Arms Acts. Officials
said further investigation was
underway.

Many such cases have earli-
er been reported from forward
areas along the Indo-Pak inter-
national border and the Line of
Control in J&K. The probes
were later handed over to NIA
due to the magnitude of the
smuggled contraband, arms
and ammunition.



